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REFLECTIONS,  &c. 


^THE  fummer  has,  fome  time  fmce, 
brought  to  its  conclufion  a  femon  of 
Parliament  equally  remarkable  for  the  unu- 
fual  manner  in  which  it  was  convened,  and 
the  magnitude  and  fingularity  of  the  events 
which  were  difcuffed  in  it.  Nor  was  it  lefs 
remarkable  for  the  unexampled  agreement  of 
opinion  which  appeared  in  Parliament,  and 
the  o-eneral  approbation  of  its  proceedings  ex- 
preffed  by  the  nation  at  large.  Yet  a  party 
has  been  found,  fmall  indeed  in  number,  but 
confiderable  in  talents,  hardy  enough  to  op- 
pofe  the  public  voice,  and  to  endeavour  to 
turn  the  current  of  general  opinion.  In  Par- 
liament, their  talents  were  exerted  in  vain  ; 
the  fame  vafl  majority  which,  at  the  opening 
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of  the  fefiion,  declared  in  favour  of  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration,  remained  undi- 
minilhed  at  its  clofe.  But  equal  induftry  has 
been  employed  out  of  Parliament,  to  perfuade 
the  nation  that  its  fituation  was  alarming  and 
difajlrcus ;  and  that  all  its  calamities  proceeded 
from  the  meafures  of  the  government.  The 
efforts  of  faction  have  been  difguifed  under 
the  ipecious  appearance  of  a  defire  for  peace. 
The  great  leader  of  the  Oppoiition  made  his 
laft  ftruggle,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fefiion,  in  an 
apparent  attempt  to  promote  it ;  while  his  par- 
tifans  have  re-echoed  far  and  wide,  that  the 
people  were  only  deprived  of  this  ineftimable 
blefiins-  bv  the  ambition  and  madnefs  of  the 
Miniitcr. 

A  charge  of  fuch  magnitude  deferves  the 
molt,  ferious  examination,  and  will  riot  rea- 
dily be  credited  a^ainfr.  a  Minifter  whofe  ?e- 
neral  principles  have  been  unquestionably  pa- 
cific. To  encourage  foreign  commerce,  and 
promote  internal  improvement ;  to  fix  public 
credit  on  a  iolid  bails,  by  a  continual  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt ;  and  to  iecure  an 
ample  revenue  by  the  refources  of  attention 

and 
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and  oeconomv — theie  are  the  general  outlines 
of  his  fyilem :  and  by  thefe  meafures  the 
nation  had  riien,  during  his  adminiih'ation, 
to  an  equalled  degree  of  profperity.  Yet 
he  is  iuppoied  to  have  abandoned  theie  prin- 
ciples, at  the  moment  when  by  their  gradual 
effect  he  had  lurmounted  every  difficulty ; 
had  attained  the  power  of  diminishing  the 
public  burdens,  and  had  been  rewarded 
with  an  unexampled  height  of  popularity  and 
influence.  He  is  iuppoied  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  the  inconfiderate  violence  of  pafc 
lion,  or  deluded  by  fome  wild  proipect.  of 
chimerical  ambition. 

Improbable  as  this  charge  may  feem,  It 
has  been  repeatedly  and  boldly  urged,  and 
fupported  by  much  artful  reafoning  in  a 
variety  of  forms.  The  arguments  of  Mn 
Fox  and  his  friends  have  been  collected,  and 
fome  others  added,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt ; 
publiihed  under  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Wilibn ; 
which  is  the  more  ipeeious  as  it  profeiles 
great  moderation,  and  pays  an  artful  court 
to  popular  opinions.  1  mean,  therefore,  to 
offer  fome  obfervations  on  this  letter,  fince 
it  is  ib  important,    that  on  fuch  a  fubject 

the 
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the  public  opinion  fhould  be  right,  that 
every  man  is  juftirled  in  exerting  himfelf  in 
the  difcuflion:  for  on  the  general  approba- 
tion of  the  meafures  of  the  government  their 
efficacy  mull  principally  depend  ;  and  in  thofe 
meafures, — not  the  rife  or  fall  of  fome  party 
in  the  ftate — not  the  prosperity  of  this  coun- 
try only,  are  concerned — but  the  fate  of  dif- 
tant  nations  and  generations  yet  unborn. 

After  painting,  in  very  alarming  colours, 
the  "  calamities  which  affect  our  commerce 
"  and  manufactures,"  Mr.  Wilfon  proceeds 
to  flate  as  their  primary  caufe*  "  the  preva- 
"  lence  and  exteniion  of  the  war-fyflem 
*'  throughout  Europe,  fupported  as  it  has  been 
46  by  the  univerfal  adoption  of  the  funding 
•*  fyit-em,"  and  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
fuppoies  the  prefent  war,  to  which  he  afcribes 
thofe  calamities,   to  have   been  undertaken. 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  letter,  pages  2  and  3,  of  the  fecond 
edition,  which  is  always  referred  to.  He  fays,  "  this  idea 
"  has  not  been  laid  before  the  public."  I  cannot  congra- 
tulate Mr.  Wilfon  on  the  novelty  of  his  difcovery,  great  part 
pf  what  he  fays  on  this  fubjecl:  is  to  be  found  in  Gulliver's 
Travels ;  the  reft  in  Hume's  E flays,  Rouffeau,  and  an  ironi- 
cal Vindication  of  Natural  Society,  written  by  Mr.  Burke 
when  very  young,  in  imitation  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's  ftyle. 

3  H* 
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He  obferves,  that  the  "  effects  of  the  pro- 
"  grefs  of  knowledge  on  the  intercourfe  of 
44  nations  with  each  other  have  been  hitherto 
"  in  many  refpects  injurious.'* 

"  Among  favages  the  means  of  intercourfe 
"  are  reftricted  to  tribes  who  are  neighbours. 
M  and  hoffilities  confined  in  the  fame  manner. 
"  As  knowledge  increafes,  the  means  of  inter- 
"  courfe  extend ;  and  nations  not  in  im- 
M  mediate  vicinity  learn  to  mingle  in  each 
"  other's  affairs.  The  hiftory  of  European 
"  nations  proves  this ;  among  whom  treaties 
"  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  have  been  continu- 
"  ally  extending  and  multiplying  for  the  two 
4,6  lafl  centuries,  as  their  intercourfe  has  in- 
"  creafed  :  and  wars,  without  beccming  kfsr 
u  frequent,  have  become  far  more  general \ 
u  bloody,  and  expenfive." 

It  is  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  firir.  elements  of  hiftory, 
could  make  fuch  an  aflertion  ferioufly ;  to 
quote  is  fufficient  to  expofe  it,  and  I  mail  con- 
tent myfelf  with  afking  Mr.  Wilfon,  whether 
the  wars  of  Attila,  the  invafions  of  France  by 
the  Normans,  and  of  England  by  the  Danes, 

were 
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were  lefs  deftructive  than  modern  hoftiiities  i 
It  may  not,  however,  be  ufelefs  to  remark, 
that  a  war  of  plunder  and  defolation  is  infi- 
nitely more  expend ve,  becaufe  more  ruinous, 
than  a  war  fupported  by  loans  and  taxes  ;  and 
that  the  object  of  war  among  barbarians  is  the 
extermination  of  their  enemies  ;  among  civi- 
lized nations,  their  humiliation  only.  In  the 
niil  cafe,  the  whole  nation,  efpecially  in 
fmall  Hates,  is  in  arms  ;  and  is  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  pillage  and  of  ilaughter  :  in  the 
fecond,  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  commu- 
nity riik  their  lives,  and  the  majority  are 
even  fecure  in  their  property.  The  extremes 
of  defolation  are  prevented,  and  the  mutual 
©bfervance  of  good  faith  is  enforced  by  a  ge- 
neral law  of  nations  fubmitted  to  by  common 
confent.  One  nation  has,  indeed,  lately  dared 
to  trample  openly  on  this  law,  and  difavow 
its  principles.  To  reftore  it  to  refpecl,  and 
to  prevent  mankind  from  relapiing  into  a 
flate  of  barbarifm,  are  among  the  caufes 
which  have  forced  Great  Britain  to  have  re- 
eourfe  to  arms. 

From  the  defultory  manner  in  which  Mr, 
Wilfbn's  pamphlet  is  written,  it  would  be 

tedious 
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tedious  and  unfatisfactory  to  anfwer  it  page 
by  page ;  but  his  arguments  will  be  found  to 
depend  entirely  on  the  following  affertions, 
which  (without  precluding  myfelf  from  no- 
ticing the  other  arguments  of  Mr.  Fox  and 
his  party,  or  from  taking  fuch  a  general  view 
of  the  fubject,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  eluci- 
date it  more  completely)  I  mall  examine  in 
their  natural  order. 

That  the  war  in  which  this  country  is  en- 
gaged againft  France,  is  totally  unneceifary 
and  unprovoked — that  all  the  diftrefs  of  our 
commerce  has  been  owing  to  the  war — that 
peace  may  be  obtained — and  that  it  is  the 
only  means  of  preventing  the  ruin  of  our 
commerce,  and  perhaps  of  our  government. 

"  By  a  few,"  fays  Mr.  Wilfon*,  "  it  is  af- 
"  ferted  that  the  French  were  determined  to 
"  quarrel  with  us,  and  that  they  declared  war 
"  againfl  us,  at  a  time  that  it  was  unexpected 
"  and  unprovoked.  This  language,  how.- 
"  ever,  is  held  by  very  few;  and  is  indeed 
M  lb  utterly  inconftjlent  both  with  faEl  and 
44  probability ',  that  nothing  but  ignorance  or  dif- 

*  ^ge  34. 
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"  ingennoufnefs  can  employ  it."  This  afTer* 
t;on  which  Mr.  Wilibn  treats  with  fo  much 
contempt,  was  made  in  a  royal  me  [[age ,  and 
a  vote  nearly  unanimous  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament*. — To  fuch  authority  a  good  fub- 
ject,  if  he  cannot  give  implicit  credit,  will  at 
lead:  pay  refpectful  attention.  Before  he  ven- 
tures publicly  to  contradict  it,  he  will  re- 
quire the  molt,  cogent  arguments,  the  mofr. 
complete  conviction.  The  only  argument 
which  Mr.  Wilfon  employs  is,  that  it  was  not 
the  Lntereit.  of  the  French  to  make  England 
an  enemy.  If  the  conduct  of  the  rulers  of 
France    had  been   uliially   governed  by  the 

*  "  George  Rex. 
"  HisMajefty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
*'  Lords,  that  the  AfTembly  now  exercifing  the  powers  of 
"  government  in  France,  have,  without  previous  notice, 
"  directed  acts  of  hoftility  to  be  committed  againft  the  per- 
<c  fons  and  property  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  in  breach  of 
*'  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  rnoft  pofitive  ftipulations 
"  of  treaty ;  and  have  fince,  on  the  moft  groundlefs  pre- 
"  tehees,  actually  declared  war  againft  his  Majefty  and 
**  the  United  Provinces.  Under  the  circumftances  of  this 
H  ivanton  and  unprovoked  aggrefficn,  his  Majefty  has  taken 
"  the  neceilary  ftcps  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his  Crown, 

i(  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  his  people." 

[ Ext 'raft from  the  King's  MeJJ'age  delivered  Feb.  1 1,  1793.] 
An  Addrefs  in  the  fame  words  pafTed  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  'without  a  divjjion  next  day. 

corn- 
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common  maxims  of  policy,  the  argument 
would  have  been  plaufible ;  but  their  councils 
have  been  uniformly  as  devoid  of  prudence, 
as  their  deeds  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
Intoxicated  by  unbounded  prefumption,  they 
have  made  it  their  boaft  to  contend  with  the 
united  forces  of  Europe ;  and  have  laboured 
(not  unfuccefsfully)  to  increafe  the  number 
of  their  enemies  *.  But  if  Mr.  Willbn  wants 
argument,  he  iufficiently  abounds  with  bold 
afTertions.  "  It  is  well  known,"  fays  he, 
"  that  Le  Brun  and  his  afTociates  were  ready 
"  to  have  renounced  Brabant  rather  than  go 
"  to  war  with  Endand  f.V  This  aiTertion  is 
not  only  contradicted  by  the  decree  of  the 
15th  of  December,  by  which,  "  the  nation 
"  engages  not  to  lay  down  its  arms,  till  the 
"  re-eftablimment  of  the  liberty  and  fove- 
"  reignty  of  the  people  whole  territory  the 
"  French  army  ihall  enter;"  and  "  that  it 
"  will  confent  to  no  accommodation,  or 
"  treaty,    with    the   princes    and    privileged 

*  "  A  happy  fatality  occafions  all  powers  to  coalefce 
"  againft  France,  while  ihe  remains  without  an  ally." 
ExtraEi  fr:m  the  Obfervations  of  Rabaut  in  the  Chroniqut 

de  Paris,   Jan.  28,  1793. 
t  Page  39- 
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"  perfons  who  fhall  be  thus  deprived :" 
and  bv  M.  Chauvelin's  Memorial*;  but  ftill 
more  decidedly  by  the  decrees  which  unite  the 
Low  Countries  to  the  French  republic,  under 
the  name  of  the  department  of  Jemappe. 

Mr.  Wilfon,  however,  obferves  f ,  "  That 
11  war  with  England  was  a  calamity  not  only 
"  deprecated  by  the  rulers  of  France,  but  by 
*'  the  whole  body  of  the  people  ;  and  that  the 
46  manner  in  which  this  fierce  nation  hum- 
"  bled  itfelf  to  England  in  negotiation,  was 
u  indeed  very  remarkable."  M.  Chauvelin's 
memorials  do  indeed  afford  extraordinary 
proofs  of  humility  J.  The  only  inftance  in 
which  he  complied  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  Englifh  Minrft ry,  was  in  giving  a  promife 
that  the  territory  of  Holland  mould  not  be 
attacked,  a  promife  of  the  fincerity  of  which 
all  Europe  can  judge  §.     After  fuch  fatisfac- 

tion 

*  See  M-.  Chauvelin's  Memorial,  dated  Jan.  13. 
•    i  See  Mr.  Wilion's  Letter,  p.  35. 

^  See  Remarks  on  Mr.  Fox's  Speech  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament. 

§  This  promife  was  repeated  in  M.  Chauvelin's  note  on 
the  i3thof  January.  At  that  rime  the  French  were  avow- 
ry; preparing  heavy  artillery. and  Itores  at  Liege  for  the 
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tion,  M.  Chauveliii  tells  Lord  Grenville,  in 
his  note  dated  December  28th,  "  that  it  will, 
"  in  fact,  be  nothing  but  a  war  of  the  Ad- 
"  miniftration  alone  againft  the  French  re- 
"  public ;  and  if  this  truth  could  for  a  mo- 
6(  ment  appear  doubtful,  it  would  not,  per- 

*  haps,  be  impoffible  for  France  fpeedily  to 

*  convince  of  this  a  nation,  which  in  beftow- 
"  ins  its  confidence  has  never  renounced  the 
44  exercife  of  its  reafon." 

fiege  of  Maeftricht.  At  Antwerp  they  had  formed  a  num- 
ber of  Dutch  malcontents  into  a  revolutionary  committee,  and 
embodied  others  into  a  Batavian  legion.  At  the  fame  time, 
among  other  inflammatory  papers,  a  hand-bill  in  Dutch, 
addrelTed  to  the  Batavian  people,  was  profufely  potted  up 
in  Amfterdam,  of  which  the  following  paragraph  is  an 
extract :  u  But  the  days  of  tyranny  are  pafled  ;  the  nations 
"  are  about  to  be  delivered  from  the  burden  of  kings.  Brave 
"■  friends,  let  us  revive  to  hope ;  let  the  love  of  public  good 
•*  unite  us.  Let  us  forget,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  fpcedy 
**  execution  of  our  great  deiigns,  all  private  hatred ;  let  us 
"  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  national  fovereignty,  the 
"  only  end  to  which  high-minded,  feeling,  and  courageous 
"  men  ought  to  afpire.  Let  us  J wear  anew  annihilation  cf 
41  the  Stadtholdcr!  Let  us  fwear  the  deftru&ion  of  all  ar- 
•'  bitrary  power! — 

•*  Let  the  immortal  example  of  our  illuftrious  neigh- 
"  bours  animate  the  weakeft,  encourage  the  moll  timid! 
"  Like  them,  let  us  facrifice  all  for  liberty!  Let  us  not  lay 
f*  down  our  rroly  arms  till  after  glorious  triumphs;  arJlct 
"  us  exterminate  thofe  facriiegious  wretches  who  may  dare  to 
**  oppofe  our  vaji  drfigns." 

On 
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On  the  13th  of  January  he  concludes  thus  1 
"  his  Britannic  Majefty's  IMiniflers  ought  not 
"  to  have  any  doubts  with  regard  to  the  in- 
"  tentions  of  France.  If  her  explanations 
"  appear  inefficient,  and.  we  are  Hill  obliged 
"  to  hear  a  haughty  language;  if  hoftile  pre- 
"  parations  are  continued  in  the  Englifh. 
"  ports,  after  having  exhaufted  every  means 
"  to  preferve  peace,  we  will  prepare  for 
"  war."  While  this  conciliating  language 
was  held  in  the  official  correfpondence  of 
the  French  Minifter  in  London,  M.  Monge, 
the  Minifter  of  the  Marine  Department,  iffu- 
ed  a  circular  letter  to  the  maritime  towns  of 
France,  on  the  3 1  fl  of  December,  which  de- 
fer ves  to  be  inferted  at  length  : 

M  The  Government  of  England  is  arm- 
"  ing,  and  the  King  of  Spain,  encouraged 
"  by  it,  is  preparing  to  attack  us.  Thefe 
"  two  tyrannical  powers,  after  perfecuti?ig 
"  the  patriots  on  their  own  territories,  think, 
"  no  doubt,  to  influence  the  judgement  of 
*■"  the  traitor  Louis.  They  hope  to' frighten 
"  us ;  but  no,  the  people  which  has  made 
"  itfelf  free,  the  people  which  has  driven, 
"  from  the  heart  of  France  to  the  diftant 
9  "  bank 
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"  hanks  of  the  Rhine,  the  formidable  army 

"  of  the  Pruflians  and  Auflrians,  the  French 

"  people  will  not  fuller  laws  to  be  dictated 

"  to  it  by  any  tyrant. 

?.*  The  King  and  his  Parliament  mean  to 
"  make  war  upon  us.  Will  the  Englifh  re- 
"  publicans  fufFer  it?  Already  thefe  free  men 
V  mew  their  difcontent,  and  the  repugnance 
"they  have  to  bear  arms  againfr.  their  bre- 
"  thren  the  French1.  Well,  we  will  fly  to 
"  their  aid,  we  sfrfil  make  a  defe'ent  upon 
"  that  iiland,  we  will  pour  in  50,000  caps 
"  of  liberty,  we  Will  plant  there  the  facred 
"  tree,  and  we  will  ftrctch  out  our  arms  to 
"  our  repul  :  tl  brernren7.  The  tyranny  of 
"  their  Government  will  be  quickly  de- 
$*  jftro'yed.  Let  ever}  one  of  us  be  ftrongly 
**  ihipfeli<  d  with  this  idea. 

"    MONGE." 

This  letter,  which  i    is  impomble  to  con- 
fider  in  am  i  4a ration 

of  hoftilities,   was    folio  /ed  by  meafures  ftill 
more  deciiive.     On  the   28th  ^f  J  an 

order  was  lfTued  by  the    Executive  Council 
to  leize  all*  Englifh  and  Dutch  ihips  in  the 

ports 
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ports  of  France  ;  orders  were  likewife  lent 
to  the  French  frigates  and  cruizers  to  attack 
them  at  fea.  On  the  31ft  of  January  the 
National  Convention  decreed,  that  letters  of 
marque  mould  be  granted  to  privateers  ;  and 
on  the  1  ft  of  February  decreed  a  declaration 
of  war  againll:  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces.  The  velTels  fiopt  in  the  French 
ports,  to  the  number  (by  their  accounts)  of 
120  fail,  have  fince  been  confifcated  and 
fold,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Commercial 
Treaty*,  concluded  in  1786,  in  which  it  is 
ftipulated,  "  that  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  be- 
"  tween  the  crowns,  their  fubje&s  fhould 
"  be  allowed  to  continue  and  trade  without 
*'  moleftation  ;"  or,  that  if  the  Government 
thought  it  neceffary  to  order  them  to  remove,, 
the  term  of  twelve  months  mould  be  allowed 
them  to  carry  off  their  property.  And  even 
though  the  Commercial  Treaty  mould  not 
be  confidered  as  binding,  fuch  a  proceeding 
was  a  manifefr.  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions f>  and  of  the  conftant  practice  of  civi- 
lized 

*  See  the  Commercial  Treaty,  Art.  II.  in  Mr.  Chal- 
mers's Colle&ion,  Vol.  I.  p.  519. 

t  Le  Souverain  qui  declare  le  guerre,  ne  peut  retenir  lcs 
fujets  de  l'enncmi,  o.ui  fe  trouv^nt  dans  fes  Etats,.  au  mo- 
ment 
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lized  countries;  however  it  may  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  refined  philanthropy  of  the  philo- 
ibphers  of  France. 

It  may,  however,  be  faid,  that  though  the 
French  were  the  actual,  our  Government 
were  the  virtual  aggrefTors  in  the  war ;  and 
this  Air,  Wilibn  takes  for  granted  throughout^ 
without  even  making  an  attempt  to  prove  it ; 
though  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that 
the  nation  which  begins  hoftihties  is  to  be 
confidered  as  the  aggreflbr,  unlefs  it  can  ihew 
that  its  conduct  was  justified  by  inevitable 
neceflity.  To  give  Mr.  Wilfon's  caufe  every 
poffible  advantage,  we  will  therefore  examine 
the  reafons  by  which  the  French  juftify  their 
declaration  of  war,  efpecially  as  Mr.  Fox* 
contends,  that  fame  of  thole  reafons  were 
well  founded. 

ment  de  la  declaration  ;  non  plus  que  leurs  efFets.  lis  font 
venuschezlui,fur  la  foi  publique  :  en  leurpremettant  d'en- 
trerdans  fesEtats,  &d'y  fejoiirncr,  il  leur  a  promts  tacite- 
ment  toute  liberie  Sc  toute  furete  pour  lc  retour. 

Vattel,  Lib.  III.  civ.   §63. 

*  See  Mr.  Fox's  Speech  on  the  War,  p.  21  &  22. 
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I  fhall  not  iniert  the  whole  of  a  long  de- 
clamatory paper,  but  fhortly  mention  each 
article,  and  attend  chiefly  to  fuch  as  Mr.  Fox 


thinks  of  weight. 


I.  A  general  charge,  that  the  King  of  Eng- 
land had  given  proofs  of  ill-will  to  the  French 
nation. — A  general  charge  admits  of  no  other 
anfwer  than  a  general  denial,  and  is  bell:  ex- 
plained by  the  fubfequent  detail  of  particu- 
lars. 

II.  That  the  Englifh  ambaiTador  was  re- 
called from  Paris,  after  the  ioth  of  Auguft, 
1792. — It  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  re- 
call of  Lord  Gower  was  fo  far  from  implying 
a  hoftile  difpofition  in  our  Court,  that  it  was 
accompanied  by  an  exprefs  declaration  of  its 
refolution  to  remain  in  amity  with  the 
French.  Of  this  I  mall  fay  no  more,  as 
Mr.  Fox,  who  has  often  blamed  the  recall  as 
impolitic,  does  not  attempt  to  fupport  it  as 
ground  for  a  declaration  of  war, 

III.  That  at   the  fame  time  the  Englifh 
Cabinet  coaled  to  correipond  with  the  French, 

Miniftey 


(     '9     ) 

Minifter  at  London. — To  this  the  fame  an- 
fwer  applies* 

IV.  That  it  did  not  recognife  the  power  of 
the  National  Convention,  or  receive  its  ambaf- 
fador. —  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that 
neither  did  it  receive  an  ambaffador  from  the 
princes  who  claimed  the  government  of 
France,  or  make  any  acknowledgement  of 
their  right ;  but  profeiTed  its  refolution  to 
avoid  all  interference  ;  and  preferve  a  general 
friendfhip  towards  the  French  nation. 

V.  That  it  prevented  the  exportation  of 
grain,  arms,  and  other  merchandizes,  to 
France. — It  is  not  true  that  any  merchan- 
dizes, except  grain,  were  flopped,  till  the 
conduct  of  the  French  gave  reafon  to  ex- 
peer,  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  ;  after 
which,  it  would  have  been  madneis  in  our 
Government  to  fuffer  them  to  be  fupplie'd 
with  military  or  naval  {lores. 

Mr.  Fox  lays  great  flrefs  on  the  prevention 
of  the  exportation  of  corn,  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, for  which  no  good  reafon  has,  he 
fays,    been   given.      When   the   exportation 

C  z  was 
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was 'flopped,  there  was  but  too  much  caufe 
to  apprehend  a  rupture  ;  and  on  this  ground 
the  meafure  might  be  juflificd.  But  another 
reafbn  rendered  it  unavoidably  necefTarv. 
The  French  government,  who  poiTefled  an 
unlimited  paper  credit,  were  entirely  carelefs 
of  the  amount  of  their  expences  ;  and  know- 
ing that  there  were  no  means  of  gratifying 
the  turbulent  populace,  who  are  their  maf- 
ters,  fo  efficacious  as  the  importation  of  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  grain,  had  employed 
agents  to  purchafe  it,  in  every  market,  and 
at  any  price. 

That  government,  which  had  fpent  above 
twenty  millions  flerling  upon  the  cloathing 
of  their  army  for  one  campaign,  would  not 
have  fcrupled  to  employ  an  equal,  or  even 
a  greater  fum,  to  fatisfy  the  clamours  of  the 
people,  who  in  many  parts  of  France  really 
fuffered  diftrefs,  and  in  all  apprehended  it. 
It  was  therefore  clear,  that,  unlefs  the  ex- 
portation were  prohibited,  the  whole  harvefl 
of  England  might  be  transferred  to  France  *. 

A  large 

*  The  ordinary  produce  of  \Vheat,  in  England,  is  pro* 
batty  not  more  than  tea  or  eleven  millions  of  quarters,  and 

is 
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A  large  quantity  of  corn  was  actually  fenf, 
and  the  price  began  to  life  rapidly ;  furely 
then  it  was  wife  in  our  Government  to  in- 
terfere, before  ib  much  had  been  removed  as 
to  produce  a  fcarcity,  or  occafion  difcontent. 

VI.  That  the  circulation  of  affignats,  in 
England,  was  prohibited  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment.—  This  is  perhaps  the  firft  time  that 
an  internal  regulation  of  trade  has  been  ever 
made  the  ground  of  a  declaration  of  war. 
Mr.  Fox  owns  that  it  is  abfurd  ;  but  obferves, 
that  the  act  feemed  intended  only  to  exaipe- 
rate  the  French.  Mr.  Fox  cannot  but  know 
that  attempts  were  really  made  to  introduce 
afficrnats  into  circulation  in  England ;  and 
will  he  contend  that,  in  order  to  avoid  ex- 
afperating  the  French,  we  ought  to  have 
made  ourfelves  partners  in  their  bankruptcy  ? 

VII.  That,  in  violation  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  an  Act  was 
palled  which  iubjected  French  citizens,  in 
England,  to  the  moil  inquititorial  forms. — 

is  frequently  fold  for  much  lcfs  than  twenty  millions  fter- 
ling,  but  it  is'irnpoflible  to  guefs  to  what  the  price  might 
fc»ve  rifen  if  the  exportation  had  continued. 

The 
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The  Commercial  Treaty  certainly  could 
not  be  intended  to  deprive  either  power  of 
the  right  of  internal  legiflation,  in  circum- 
itances  which  then  could  not  be  foreleen*; 
and  the  French  had  exercifed  this  right  in 
ib  extraordinary  a  manner,  as  rendered  ibme 
exertions  of  it  on  our  part  abiblutely  necef- 
fary.  This  right  is,  indeed,  exprefsly  ftated 
at  the  clofe  of  the  very  article  quoted  in  the 
declaration  f .  But  if  the  requiring  paffports 
and  the  other  regulations  of  the  Alien  Bill  are 

*  S'il  eft  certain  et  manifefte,  que  la  confideration  de 
l'ctat  prefent  eft  entree  dans  la  raifon  qui  a  donne  lieu  a  la 
promefle,  que  la  promefle  a  ete  faite  en  confideration,  en 
confequence  de  cct  etat  des  chofes,  elle  depend  de  la  con- 
fervation  des  chofes  dans  Ie  meme  etat* 

Vattcly  Lib.  III.  c.  xvii.  §.  296. 

f  The  fubjedls  and  inhabitants  of  the  refpedlive  domi- 
nions of  the  two  fovereigns  mail  have  liberty  freely  andfc* 
curelyy  without  licence  or  pafTport,  general  or  fpecial,  by 
land  or  by  fea,  or  in  any  other  way,  to  enter  into  the  king- 
doms, Sec.  of  either  fovereign,  fuuated  in  Europe,  and  to 
return  from  thence,  to  remain  there,  or  to  pafs  through  the 
fame,  and  therein  to  buy  and  purchafe,  as  they  pleafe,  all 
things  neceflary  for  their  fubfiftence  and  ufe,  and  they  fhall 
be  mutually  treated  with  kindnefs  and  favour.  Provided 
however,  that,  in  all  thefe  matters,  they  behave  and  conduct 
themleives  conformably  to  the  laws  andjlatutes,  and  live  with 
each  other  in  a  friendly  and  peaceable  manner,  and  promote 
reciprocal  concord,  by  maintaining  a  mutual  good  under* 
{landing.      Commercial  Treaty,  Art.  IV. 

con- 
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contrary  to  the  Commercial  Treaty,  the 
French  were  themfelves  the  firft  violators  of 
it,  by  fubjedting  Englim  travellers  to  treat- 
ment infinitely  more  vexatious  and  inconve- 
nient. It  is  however  more  probable,  this  pre- 
tended breach  of  treaty  was  only  aliedged  as 
an  excufe  for  their  fhameful  conrifcation  of 
the  En  glim  mips  feized  in  their  ports  before 
the  declaration  of  war. 

VIII.  That  the  Englifh  Government  had 
protected  the  French  emigrants,  and  a/lifted 
them  with  money.  —  This  requires  no  an- 
swer, as  it  is  well  known  that  the  emi- 
grants received  no  affiftance  in  England  for 
any  holtile  preparations. 

IX.  That  it  had  augmented  its  forces  by 
fea  and  land. — It  would  otherwife  have  been 
at  the  mercy  of  the  French,  who  had  not 
onlv  immenie  armies  on  foot,  but  a  confi- 
derable  fleet  ready  for  fea,  before  the  Englilh 
Government  began  to  arm. 

X.  That  it  perfecuted  bitterly  thofe  who 
maintained  in  England  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution. — This  article  is  truly  cu- 
rious, 
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nous,  as  by  it  the  French  not  only  admit 
that  to  propagate  /edition  is  to  maintain  their 
principles,  but  avow  their  refolution  to  inter- 
fere in  the  domeftic  government  of  independent 
tuitions. 

XL  That  it  fent  a  fquadron  to  the  Scheldt, 
to  trouble  the  operations  of  the  French  in  Bel- 
o-ia. — This  is  true,  if  one  of  the  operations  of 
the  French  was  to  violate  the  rights,  and  in- 
vade the  territories  of  our  allies. 

XII.  That  on  the  news  of  the  execution  of 
Louis,  the  French  ambaffador  was  ordered  to 
quit  Great  Britain.  —  When  the  King  of 
France  was  no  more,  M.  de  Chauvelin,  who 
had  only  been  received  as  his  minifler,  be- 
came a  mere  individual;  and  his  conducl 
was  generally  thought  to  be  fuch  as  made 
him  a  fit  object  for  the  operations  of  the 
Alien  Bill. 

XIII.  That  the  King  of  England  mewed 
his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  that  traitor 
(Louis)  by  augmenting  his  forces  at  the  time 
of  his  death.— At  the  time  of  the  execution 
of  the  King  of  France,  not  much  proipecT:  re- 
mained 
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mained  of  preferving  peace,  and  the  news 
of  that  event,  which  had  been  fo  earnestly 
deprecated  in  Parliament,  as  well  as  the 
whole  nation  of  England,  could  not  but 
fhew  how  little  the  rulers  of  the  French  va- 
lued our  friendmip  or  dreaded  our  indigna- 
tion. 

XIV.  That  he  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Emperor,  hoftile  to  France,  in  the  month 
of  January. — The  exiftence  of  this  treaty 
has  never  appeared,  and  was  pofit-ively  de- 
nied by  Lord  Grenville  ;  and  it  will  be  fhewn, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  following  pages,  that 
treaties  firfi  brought  to  light  by  the  Jaco- 
bins of  Paris  are  not  always  entitled  to  im- 
plicit credit. 

XV.  That  he  drew  into  fimilar  meafures 
the  Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces. — - 
If  the  meafures  above  mentioned  were  jufti- 
fiable  in  the  Englifh  Government,  they  were 
equally  fo  in  the  United  States  -,  and  furely 
the  French,  who  had  been  contriving  their 
fubjugation,  could  not  very  reafonably  com- 
plain that  their  allies  mould  put  them  on 
their  guard. 

D  Theie 
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Thefe  are  the  reafons  for  which  thofe 
rulers  of  France,  whom  Mr.  Wilfon  de- 
fcribes  as  mofl  earneflly  deiirous  of  peace, 
thought  proper  to  commence  war ;  but  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  attend  to  fome  other  de- 
clarations of  their  fentiments. 

Among  thefe  friendly  rulers  we  may  par- 
ticularly expect  to  find  MefTrs.  Briffot  and 
Condorcet,*  men  then  high  in  confequence 
and  power,  and  the  boafted  friends  of  Eng- 
liih  ftatefmen.-f*  It  is  necelTary  juft  to  re- 
mark an  artifice  always  employed  by  the 
French,  who,  when  they  revile  our  govern- 
ment, never  fail  to  fpeak  in  the  mofl  refpect- 
ful  manner  of  the  nation.  I  will  not  infult 
Mr.  Wilfon  by  fuppofing  him  the  dupe  of 
this  abfurd  and  infidious  diltinction ;  but 
fhall  treat  (as  our  conflitution  requires)  hof- 
tility  to  the  government,  as  enmity  to  the 
nation. 

*  M.  Briflbt  drew  up  a  j unification  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  loth  of  Auguit,  1792,  addrefled  to  all  nations:  and 
M.  Condorcet  wrote  a  parallel  between  thofe  proceedings 
and  the  Englifh  Revolution  of  1688,  addrefled  to  the  Eng- 
lifh.  nation. 

f  See  the  Speeches  of  Lords  Stanhope  and  Lauderdale. 

Se 
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So  early  as  the  20th  of  October,  1791, 
M.  BrifTot  took  occafion  to  obferve,  in  a 
fpeech  upon  the  emigration  from  France, 
that  "  the  people  of  England  love  your  re- 
"  volution,  the  government  hates  it." — On 
the  9th  of  July,  1792,  he  informed  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  **  that  it  was  to  be  feared, 
"  that  England,  having  made  an  advantage - 
"  ous  peace  in  India,  would  turn  its  views 
"  towards  France."  On  the  20th  of  No- 
vember he  made  a  report  to  the  National 
Convention  on  the  affairs  of  Geneva,  in 
which  he  obferves,  that  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land had  interfered  in  favour  of  the  ariflocrates 
of  that  city.  "  Without  doubt  it  will  one 
"  day  roufe  the  indignation  of  the  Engliih 
"  nation,  to  learn  that  its  influence  has  been 
"  employed  to  protect  the  ariilocracy  of 
"  fome  defigning  leaders.,  and  to  crufli  free 
"  men  ;  without  doubt  it  will  call  to  account 
"  thofe  who  have  abufed  its  name.  But 
"  whatever  may  happen,  the  French  Re- 
"  public  will  not  give  way.  The  interven- 
"  tion  of  a  king  has  nothing  which  can 
"  alarm  it." — The  concluiion  of  this  report 
is  a  curious,  fpecimen  of  political  morality — 
ft  Doubtlefs  we  fhall  examine  whether  a  free 
P  2  "  people 
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:<  people    can,    and  ought   to    bind  itfelf  by 
"  treaties  :     whether    they   are    not    ufelefs 
st  with  republics,    which  the  fame  common 
M  principles    ought    to  unite  ;   and   indecent 
"  with  every   government  which    does  not 
*•'  hold  its  powers  of  the  people  :    for,  per- 
"  haps,  that  is  the  fecret  of  your  revolution, 
"  and  of  thofe    which  are  preparing.     You 
#  have  fucceeded,  you  will  fucceed,  becaufe 
**  the  people,   the  individuals,  are  for  you. 
*'  Treat  with  tyrants,  you  aie  no  more  for 
4(  them  than    an  ordinary  government ;    the 
"  enthuiiafm  of  the  people  ceafes  with  your 
"  glory  and  your  fuccefs." — On  the  12th  of 
January,  1793,   he  made  a  report  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Britifh  government,  in  which 
heobferves,  "  Thefe  Minifters  ^the  Englifh) 
"  forefaw  that  this  republic  might  confolidate 
"  itfelf,  and  carry  the  torch   of  revolution 
if  throughout  all  Europe. 

"  Thus  not  only  did  the  Englifh  Minifter 
*f  difdain  to  fend  us  an  ambaflador,  but  he 
"  refufed  to  acknowledge  ours.  Perhaps 
"  the  French  republic  mould  examine  in  its 
U  turn,  whether   it  ought  to  acknowledge 

"  thofe 
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**  thofe  kings  who  treat  with  fo  much  info- 
"  lence  a  powerful  republic. 


"  Well,  we  mufl  fruflrate  the  plans  of  the 
Engiifh  Cabinet  as  we  have  done  thofe  of 
Leopold  and  Frederick-William ;  we  mull 
force  them  to  give  us  a  precife  explanation 
which  may  fet  us  at  reft  for  ever,  or 
draw  the  fvvord  againfl  the  Englifh ;  and 
believe  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  the  French 
feamen,  will  not  yield  to  the  conquerors  of 
Brabant,  and  the  fea  will  alfo  have  its  Je- 
mappe. 


t: 


4t  Here  we  mufl  tear  the  veil  which  covers 
f*  this  mighty  ColofTus  of  England;  here 
"  we  mufl  prove  that  you  will  begin  this  ma- 
•"  ririme  war  with  greater  advantages  than  the 
ff  Cabinet  of  St.  James's." 

The  fentiments  of  M.  Condorcet  are 
very  fimilar.  "  Holland,"  he  obferves,  in  the 
Chronique  de  Paris,  "  notwithflanding  the 
"  Stadtholder,  will  be  hurried  into  the  re- 
f4  publican  vortex ;  perhaps  England  will 
f*  alfo."  Bu,t  to  indemnify  England  for  the 
lofs  of  her  influence  over  Holland,   and  the 

Englifh 
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Englith  commerce,  for  the  opening  of  the 
Scheldt,  he  propofes  that  France  and  England 
fhould  fhare  the  American  colonies  of  Spain, 
which  was  likewifc  a  neutral  country.  In  a 
fncceeding  paper  his  fentiments  are  kfs 
amicable  :  "  Let  her  (fays  he  of  England) 
"  fpin  out  her  intrigue;  the  moment  of  our 
"  power  is  faft  approaching ;  and  then  the 
*'  Miniiler  who  now  hates,  and  affects  to 
"  defpife  us,  will  court  our  alliance ;  and  the 
<e  State  which  employs  Machiavelian  policy 
<c  to  enrich  itfelf,  may  be  caught  in  its  own 
"  fnares. 

'•  The  conquerr.  of  Sardinia  will  be  another 
"  flep  towards  unherfal  Refublicanifm. 

"  We  muft  make  Spain  tremble  ;  let 
ft  ten  French  (hips  of  war  be  fent  to  carry 
"  the  three-coloured  cockade  and  the  de- 
"  claration  of  the  Rights  of  Man  into 
ft  Catalonia." 

Obferving  upon  one  of  the  Englifh  ad- 
drefles  to  the  National  Convention,  he  fays*, 

*  Chronique  de  Paris,  Nov.  23,  1792. 

"  the 


kc 
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the  opening  of  the  Sefiions  of  Parliament 
"  which  approaches,  will  infallibly  become 
*'  the  occaiion  of  the  reforms  which  are  the 
moft  urgent ;  fuch  as  thofe  which  regard 
the  National  Reprefentation — from  thence 
to  the  entire  ejiablifoment  of  a  Republic, 
"  the  tranfition  will  be  lefs  tedious,  becaufe 
"  the  foundations  of  liberty  have  long  exifted 
"  in  England." 

He  afterwards  remarks  on  the  declaration 
of  war,*  "  that  if  any  have  contributed 
<e  voluntarily  and  by  a  conneBed  fyftem  of 
"  political  perfidy  to  the  death  of  Louis,  it 
"  is  that  Englifh  Court  which  pretends  to 
"  lament  it." 

To  thefe  inftances  of  the  fentiments  of 
thofe  diftinguifhed  characters,  who,  perhaps, 
had  it  more  in  their  power  than  any  other 
men  in  France  to  prevent  the  war,  it  would 
be  eafy  to  add  many  others,  as  well  as  the 
declarations  of  other  leaders  of  the  French 
Republic  ;  nor  is  the  authority  of  fuch 
inftances    leifened  by  fome  of   them  being 

*  Chronique  de  Paris,  Feb.  3,  1793. 
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extracts  from  newfpapers.  Even  in  England 
the  newfpapers  are  generally  fuppofed  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  the  party  whofe  caufe 
they  favour ;  but  in  France,  where  they  are 
avowedly  the  compofition  of  the  Rulers  of 
the  State,  of  the  Chiefs  of  that  Convention 
which  concentrates  every  power  of  govern- 
ment, they  acquire  a  far  greater  importance •> 
though  not  more  veracity. 

But  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  confeious* 
perhaps,  that  it  might  be  fomewhat  difficult 
to  perfuade  this  nation  that  it  had  attacked 
France,  are  particularly  fond  of  enlarging 
on  the  unjuft  aggreflion  of  the  German 
Powers.*  "  The  treaty  of  Pillnitz,"  fays 
Mr.  Fox,  "  contained  a  ftipulation,  that 
"  whenever  a  fit  occafion  offered,  fuch  powers 
"  were  to  invade  France — The  treaty  there- 
5C  fore  was  the  a<ft  of  aggreilion." 

Says  Mr.  Wilfon,«f  "  It  is  well  known 
"  that  the  treaty  of  Pillnitz  was  the  fource 

*  See  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  on  the  King's  meflage  relatire 
to  the  execution  of  the  French  King,  p.  5. 

+  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  letter,  p.  36. 

"  ©f 
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u  of  all  the  prefent  hoflilities.  At  the  time 
"  that  this  took  place,  the  conllitutio.i  of 
"  France  was  fettled,  the  King  and  the 
"  People  had  fworn  to  obey  it ;  there  was  in 
"  it  a  good  deal  to  praife,  and  much  to 
**  blame  -,  but,  for  reafons  which  it  would 
"  be  ufelefs  to  detail,  it  was  on  the  whole 
<f  impracticable."  This  defect  feems  to  me 
to  render  all  further  criticifm  unneceffary. 
Mr.  Wilfon,  however,  goes  on  with  an  ex- 
amination in  which,  fdr  that  reafon,  I  mall  not 
follow  him.  On  the  fubject  of  the  confede- 
racy, he  afiumes  both  the  authority  and  the 
obfeurity  of  a  prophet  :*  "  What  conium- 
"  mates  our  misfortunes  is,  that  if,  by  our 
"  affiftance,  the  confederates  mould  fucceed 
"  in  their  views,  England  will  be  blotted  out 
"  cf  the  fyftem  of  Europe  ;  Holland  cannot 
"  preferve  its  independence  a  fingle  da;  ;  a 
"  connected  chain  of  defpotifm  will  extend 
"  over  the  faireft  portion  of  the  earth,  and 
"  the  lamp  of  liberty  that  has  blazed  lb  bright 
"  in  our  fea-girt  ifle,  muft  be  extinguiih.d 
"  in  the  univerfal  night," 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  letter,  p,  54. 
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At  this  doleful  prediction  I  confefs  I  am 
not  much  alarmed,  becaufe  I  have  not  the 
fagacity  to  diicover  how  it  is  to  be  accomplish- 
ed. Mr.  Wilfon  finds  other  ground  for  com- 
fort in  the  profound  refle&ion,  that  the  com- 
bined armies  (whom  he  civilly  calls  inno- 
cent and  ignorant  flaves*)  are  men ;  that 
"  they  may  perijlj  by  the  /word,  by  fatigue, 
"  by  famine,  and  by  difeafe  ;  and  that  the  new 
"  Alarics  who  employ  them  are  men  alio, 
"  weak,  ignorant,  and  mortal,  like  the  reft : 
"  Death  will  foon  level  them  with  the  in- 
"  ftruments  of  their  guilty  ambition. "  Of 
this  humane  and  patriotic  hope  I  leave  him 
all  the  ccnfolation. 

It  would  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  our 
Government  having  been  forced  into  the 
war  by  an  unjufl  attack,  only  followed  the 
common  rules  of  prudence,  in  availing  itfelf 
of  the  afliflance  of  thole  powers  who  were, 
from  'whatever  motives,  engaged  in  op  por- 
tion to  the  fame  enemy ;  for  I  apprehend 
Mr.  Wilfon's  doctrine  will  gain  few  con- 
verts,^   "  that  it  had  been  far   better  for 

*  See  Mr.  WilfoiTs  letter,  p.  55. 
t  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  letter,  p.  25. 

«  Bri- 


(     35     ) 

*?  Britain  to  have  fought  France  fingly,  if  her 
"  power  had  been  twice  as  great,  while  the 
"  reft  of  Europe  looked  on." 

But  it  may  not  be  amifs,  by  a  fhort  de- 
duction of  facts,  to  fhew  how  far  Mr.  Fox 
and  Mr.  Wilfon  are  accurate  in  the  ftatement 
I  have  quoted. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  June,  1791, 
the  late  King  of  France  and  his  family  efcaped 
from  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  where  they 
had  been  guarded  ever  fince  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1789.  On  the  25th  the  King,  Queen, 
their  children,  and  Madam  Elizabeth,  the 
King's  fifter,  were  brought  back  prifoners  to 
Paris,  and  kept  in  clofe  confinement  till  the 
4th  of  September.  On  the  28th  of  July, 
the  National  A  (Terribly,  apprehensive  that 
foreign  powers  might  refent  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  knowing  that 
feveral  German  Princes  had  complained,  to 
the  Emperor,  of  the  violation  of  rights  fecured 
to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Weitphalia,  ordered 
an  addition  to  their  army  of  97,000  men. 
On  the  1 4th pf  September,  the  King  accepted 
the  conititution. 

E  2  On 
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On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  the  Emperor 
Leopold,  the  King  of  PruiTia,  and  the  Elector 
of  Saxony,  met  at  the  cattle  of  Pillnitz,  in 
Lufatia,  belonging  to  the  Elector,  where  they 
remained  till  the  28th.  The  fubject  of  their 
conference  was  kept  fecret;  but  on  the  27th, 
(feven  days  before  the  Royal  Family  of  France 
were  apparently  liberated  at  Paris,  and/even- 
teen  before  the  acceptance  of  the  conjiitution) 
the  Emperor  delivered  the  following  declara- 
tion to  the  Comte  d'Artois : 

"  His  Majefly  the  Emperor,  and  his 
"  Majefly  the  King  of  PrufTia,  having  heard 
"  the  defires  and  repreientations  of  Monfieur, 
"  and  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Comte 
"  d'Artois,  declare  jointly,  that  they  regard 
"  the  fitnation  in  which  his  Majefly  the 
"  King  of  France  acJua/fy  is,  as  an  object  of 
"  common  ir.terefl  to  all  the  fovereigns  of 
"  Europe.  They  hope  that  this  concern 
"  cannot  fail  to  be  acknowledged  by  the 
"  powers  whofe  affi fiance  is  claimed,  and 
•'  that  in  confequence  they  will  not  refufe 
"  to  employ,  jointly  with  their  faid  Majeflies, 
"  the  moft  efficacious  means,  in  proportion 
6(  to  their  forces,  to  place  the  King  of  France 
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c  in  a  {late  to  fettle,  in  the  moil  perfect  II- 
*  berty,  the  foundations  of  a  monarchical 
'  government,  equally  fuitable  to  the  rights 
f  of  fovercigns  and  the  welfare  of  the  French. 
(  Then,  and  in  that  cafe,  their  faid  Majeflies 
(  are  decided  to  act  quickly,  and  with  one 
f  accord,  with  the  forces  neceffary  to  obtain 
1  the  common  end  propofed.  In  the  mean 
'  time  they  will  give  fuitable  orders  to  their 
f  troops,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  put 
(  themfelves  in  motion. 

"  At  Pillnitz,  Augufl  27. 

"  Signed  by  the  Emperor  and 
"  the  King  of  PruiTia." 

This  declaration  evidently  refers  to  the  im- 
prifonment  and  perfonal  danger  of  the  Royal 
Family  of  France ;  and  was  fo  explained  by 
an  official  note  from  Prince  Kaunitz  to  the 
Auflrian  minifters  refident  in  foreign  courts, 
dated  Vienna,  Nov.  1,  1791. 

"  SIR, 

"  The  Jiate  of  detention  in  which  the  King 
ff  and  Royal  Family  of  France  were,  having 
f*  ceafed,  the  Emperor  has  made  no  dirH- 
fl  culty  to  grant  the  Ambaflador  of  France  atr 

"  this 
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*i  this  court,  the  audience  which  he  requeiled 
"  of  him  at  his  return  from  Prague. 

"  When  the  Emperor  propofed  a  common 
"  declaration  and  meafures  to  hinder  the  fa- 
"  tal  effects  of  the  French  revolution,  immi- 
"  nent  dangers  threatened  the  liberty,  honour, 
"  and  fafety  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family  ; 
"  as  well  as  the  prefervation  of  monarchical 
"  government  in  France,  attacked  in  its  ef- 
"  fential  principles,  by  the  progreis  of  a  po- 
"  pular  anarchy,  which  became  dangerous  for 
"  all  the  governments  of  Europe. 

*'  Thefe  dangers  are  no  longer  immediate ; 
«  the  laft  events  give  hopes  for  the  future." 

In  the  BrufTels  Gazette  of  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember it  was  announced,  by  authority, 
«<  that  the  circumftances  which  had  taken 
««  place  with  regard  to  the  declaration  of 
««  Pillnitz,  gave  occafion  to  confider  it  as  not 
il  having  taken  place."  Thefe  pacific  explana- 
tions are  fufficiently  confirmed  by  the  total 
inaction  of  the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  armies. 
Not  a  fingle  regiment  quitted  its  ordinary 
cantonments ;   and  the  King  of  Pruflia  even 
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ordered  the  horfes  to  be  fold,  which  hau  been 
collected  in  the  fummer  for  the  fervice  of  the 
heavy  artillery,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  a 
rupture  with  Ruffia.  The  Emperor  had  par- 
ticular reafons  to  wifh  for  peace,  as  his  finances 
were  exhaufled  by  the  Turkim  war,  and  the 
Netherlands,  which  had  been  very  lately  re- 
covered to  his  authority,  were  ftill  in  a  ftate 
of  fome  commotion-  That  the  efforts  of  the 
French  patriots  were  not  wanting  to  excite 
more  dangerous  diflurbances,  appears,  among 
other  proofs,  by  the  following  letter  from  the 
friends  of  the  confutation  at  Maubeuge  to  the 
patriots  of  Brabant,  dated  Sept.  1 8,  1 79 1 . 

"  Gentlemen  Patriots, 

"  You  know  how  to  value  liberty ;  you  de- 
"  fired  it,  and  unhappy  events  have  depri- 
"  ved  you  of  the  conqueft  of  it.  The  friends 
"  of  the  French  conjlitution  embrace  the  whole 
"  world  in  their  fyflem  of  philanthropy ,  and 
"  on  this  account,  Gentlemen,  they  hope 
•*  that  in  returning  into  your  country,  you 
"  will  fow  in  it  the  feeds  of  our  beneficent 
"  projects,  that  they  may  produce  an  abun- 
u  dant  harvefl. 

(Signed)  '  "  Rochambeait,  Prefident." 

This 
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This  letter  was  profufely  circulated  through- 
out the  Netherlands. 

No  fooner  had  a  free  paffage  out  of  France 
been  permitted,  in  confequence  of  the  King's 
acceptance  of  the  conftitution,than  an  incredi- 
ble number  of  perfons,  efpecially  of  the  noble 
families,  quitted  the  kingdom.     The  greater 
part  of  them  had  no  other  defign  than  to  efcape 
from  a  country  where  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perty had  been  in  continual  danger  during  two 
years  of  anarchy.     But  among  them  were  a 
multitude  of  military  and  naval  officers,  who 
propofed  to  form  an  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  brothers  of  the  King  of  France, 
for  the  invafion  of  that  country.    Thefe  emi- 
grations foon  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Na- 
tional  AfTembly,  which  had  met  on  the  3d 
of  October,    and  the  chiefs  of  the  Jacobin 
party    (MerTrs.  BrhTot,  Condorcet,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  department  of  La  Gironde*) 
diflinguifhed  themfelves    by  their  declama- 
tions againft  the  emigrants,   and  the  feverity 
of  the    meafures   they    propofed.     In   theie 
fpeeches  were  always  mingled  the  mofl  vio- 

*  Efpecially  M.  M.  Vergniaud,  and  Guadet. 
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lent  invectives  againft  the  Emperor,  as  the 
protector  of  the  emigrants*,  though  it  is  well 
known  that  they  were  difperfed  and  difarmed 
in  all  the  Auftrian  dominions  -f.  It  was  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  the  Jacobins,  under 
this  pretence,  to  occafion  a  war.  They  might 
with  greater  reafon  have  complained  of  the 
conduct  of  the  J  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  and  the 
King  of  Sweden,  who  had  not  only  declared 
their  intention  of  afiifling  the  French  Princes, 
but  had  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  validity 
of  the  King's  acceptance  of  the  constitution. 

But  a  rupture  with  thcfe  powers  would  not 
have  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  the  Jacobin 
leaders,  which  were,  the  conquefr.  of  Bra- 
bant, and  the  deftruction  of  their  own  King, 

*  See  M.  Briffot's  fpeech  on  the  22d  of  O&obsr,  1791, 
and  feveral  of  his  fubfequent  fpeeches,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Condorcet,  Ifnard,  &c.  and  that  of  Anacharfis  Cloots  on 
the  1 3th  of  December.  On  the  24th  of  October  one  Hure 
made  an  offer  (which  was  received  with  great  applaufe)  of 
100  livres  towards  the  expence  of  the  war,  and  his  arm 
to  be  a  tyrannicide. 

f  See  the  report  read  to  the  Affembly,  October  31, 
by  M.  Montmorin,  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

£  See  the  declaration  delivered  to  Prince  Kaunitz,  No  t 
vember  30,  1791,  by  the  Swedifh  Ambaflador,  in  the 
name  of  his  matter  and  the  Emprefs. 
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by  accufing  him  of  a  fecret  concert  with  the 
enemies  of  the  nation.  The  firft  of  thofe  pur- 
pofes  they  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  in 
their  ufual  phraie  of  extending  liberty ;  the 
fecond  it  was  not  then  fafe  to  acknowledge. 
But  the  time  afterwards  came  when  fecrecy 
was  no  longer  neceflary.  On  the  25th  of 
September  1792,.  Barbaroux  obferved,  "  Our 
"  conftituents  have  charged  us  to  oppofe  ca- 
*'  bailers  and  dictators,-  on  whichever  fide 
"  they  may  be  found.  See  with  what  rage 
"  each  of  them  diflils  his  calumny  j  they 
"  accufe  you  already  for  having  declared  war. 
"  The  war,  Citizens  !  It  was  undertaken 
"  for  the  mod  juft  of  caufes,  for  that  of  li- 
"  bertv  ;  it  has  killed  Louis  the  Sixteenth  *" 

The  violence  of  the  Jacobins  was  fo  fuc- 
cefsful,  that  on  the  14th  of  December  1791, 
orders  were  given  to  affemble  three  armies, 
amounting  to  150,000  men,  on  the  frontiers; 
and  on  the  28  th  M.  BrhTot  aflured  the  Af- 
fembly,  that  "  war  was  actually  a  national 
"  benefit,  and  that  the  only  calamity  which 
"  was  to  be  feared  was  not  to  have  war." — 

*  //  zvas  the  abolition  of  Royalty  which  I  had  in  view 
in  caufing  war  to  be  declared.*— —  Briffbt  a  tous  les  Repub- 
licains  Paris  October  24,  1792.     2d  edit.  p.  8. 

It 
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It  however  happened  that  the  Elector  of 
Treves  (who  was  the  only  Prince  that  had 
fuffered  military  preparations  to  be  made  in 
his  dominions)  was  alarmed  at  thefe  formi- 
dable preparations,  and  obliged  the  emigrants 
todifperfe*.  This  deprived  the  French  of 
their  pretence  for  a  rupture  -3  yet  they  did 
not  relax  in  their  preparations,  and  the  vehe- 
mence of  their  orators  became  even  greater 
than  before.  The  National  AiTembly  voted 
that  their  army  mould  be  increafed  to  the 
number  of  420,000  men  -,  a  force  fufficiently 
alarming  to  the  neighbouring  ftates,  and  fuf- 
ficiently burthenfome  to  their  own  finances -f-. 
In  February,  about  14,000  Heffian  and  Auf- 
trian  troops  affembled,   lo  form  a  cordon  in 

*  "  On  the  1 7th  of  December  a  National  Guard  cf  the 
"  frontiers  was  arretted  at  Worms,  difguifed  as  a  Knight 
"  of  Malta,  and  affociated  with  40  other  perfons,  of  whom 
*'  feveral  are  alfo  taken,  and  who  on  the  1 8th  were  to 
u  execute  the  plot  of  aifafGnating  the  Prince  de  Conde  : 
V  on  the  firft  examination  they  confeifed  the  crime  and  its 
U  author. — We  warrant  the  certainty  of  this  intelligence.'* 
Merc  lire  de  France,  Du.  1791,  p.  359. 

j"  "  Louis  the  XI  Vth  maintained  for  fome  time  an  army 
<l  of  450,000  men,  but  it  was  a  violent  effort,  and  that 
f*  effort  has  ruined  Fiance." 

Voltaire's  Remarks  on  Hijlory. 
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the  Palatinate  and  upon  the  Rhine,  and 
30,000  Auftrians  were  ordered  to  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  march.  Though  thefe  preparations 
were  merely  defenfive,  and  only  6000  of  the 
Auftrian  troops  actually  marched,  they  were 
magnified,  by  the  newfpapcrs,  into  a  tremen- 
dous armament  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
defpotifm  in  France. 

At  the  fame  time  two.  treaties  were  pub- 
limed*,  one  pretended  to  have  been  figned  at 
Pavia  in  the  month  of  July  1791,   and  the 
other  at  Vienna,   February  18,   1792.     The 
firft  contains  a  plan  for  the  partition  of  France 
and  Poland,  and  various  encroachments  upon 
Turkey   and  other   Hates.      It  is  figned  by 
the  Emperor    Leopold,     and    the    Miniflers 
of  Ruffia,  Spain,  and  Pruffia.     To  this  it  is 
faid  that   England  acceded  in  March  1792, 
and  Holland  foon  after — circumftances  fo  evi- 
dently falfe,  as  to  render  the  whole  ftory  ut- 
terly unworthy  of  refutation.     It  feems,  in- 
deed, never  to  have  obtained  any  credit  even 
among  thofe  who  were  moft  difpofed  to  think 
unfavourably  of  the  Emperor's  conduct  with, 
regard  to  France. 

*  See  this  treaty  in  the  Political  State  of  Europe,  a 
publication  notorioufly  Jacobin,  vol.  ii.  p.  75  r. 
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*  The  other  treaty  appears  to  be  what  Mr- 
Fox  has  quoted  as  that  of  Pillnitz,  as  it  con- 
tains 

*  The  following  treaty  was  really  concluded  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  ef  Pruffia  at  Berlin,  Feb- 
ruaiy  7,  1792  ;  but  as  it  was  merely  defenfive,  it  did  not 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  Jacobins. 

"  Art.  I.  contains  general  profeffions of  amity. 

Art.  II.  confirms   all  former  treaties,    particularly 
"  thofeofBreflaw,  Drefden,  Hubcrtfburgh,  and  Tefchen. 

"  Art.  III.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  his  Majefty 
"  the  King  of  Pruffia  promife  and  engage,  for  themfelves 
"  and  their  heirs,  to  guarantee  and  defend  all  the  ftates, 
"  provinces,  and  hereditary  dominions  which  they  ac- 
"  tually  pofTefs  on  both  fides,  againft  the  attacks  of  any 
"  power  whatfoever. 

•*  Art.  IV.  In  confequence  of  this  reciprocal  gu?r 
'  tee,    the   two   high    contracting  parties  will  lal 
"  jointly,   for  the  maintenance  cf  peace  ;  they  wil     em- 
"  ploy,  in  cafe  the  ftates  of  e:cher  of  them  fliould  be 
"  threatened  with  an  invafion,  their  moil  effica  .        good 
"  offices  to  prevent  it.     But  if  thefe  good   offices  mould 
f  not  have  the  defired  effect,  and  thai    .ither  of  them 
"  mould  be  really  attacked,   they  ob'ige  themfelvej 
"  this  cafe  mutually  to  affift  each  other  with  a 
"  15,000  foot  and  5,000  horfe. 

"  Art.  V.  regulates  the  mode  of  giving  this  affiftance, 
"  which  it  is  ftipulated  fhall  begin  to  march'in  two  months 
"  after  the  requifition  (hall  be  made. 

"  Art.  VI.   In  cafe  the  ftipulated  fuccours  fliould  not  be 

P  fufficient  for  tjie  defence  of  the  requiring  power,   the 

"  power  which  is  required  fhall  fucceffively  increafe  them, 

<  according  to  the  neceffity  of  his  ally,  and  the  circum- 

ff  ftances  of  the  agreement  they  fhall  then  make. 

"  Art, 
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tains  a  ftipulation  that  the  forces  of  the  con- 
tracting powers  (hall  march  as  foon  as  the  fea- 
fon  will  permit,  which  approaches  nearly  to 
his  expreffion.  It  profefles  to  be  concluded 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
who  agree  to  invade  France  with  180,000 
men,  to  reftore  to  the  Crown  all  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  which  belong  to  it,  and  to 
hold  a  congrefs  to  determine  what  thofe  rights 
and  prerogatives  mall  be.  It  is  unnecerTary 
to  criticife  this  nonfenfe,  as  the  treaty  bears 
evident  marks  of  forgery  on  the  face  of  it.  It 
is  dated  at  Vienna  the  18th  of  February,  and 
ligned  by  the  Comte  de  Colleredo  and  the 
Baron  de  Bifchpfswerder.     Now  M.  de  Bif- 

*'  Art.  VII.  To  attain  completely  the  falutary  views 
**  that  the  two  high  contracting  powers  propofe  to  them- 
*'  felves  in  their  treaty,  they  referve  to  theinfelves  the 
"  right  of  jointly  inviting  the  imperial  court  of  Ruflia, 
"  the  two  maritime  powers,  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony, 
*'  to  unite  themfelves  mutually  with  them,  by  firailar  en- 
<l  gagements  and  (lipulations. 

"  Art.  VIII.  They  engage  to  preferve  (he  Germanic 
tc  conftitution  as  fettled  by  laws  and  treaties. 

<c  Art.  IX.  They  engage  to  contra6l  no  other  alliance 
"  unknown  to  each  other." 

In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  the  King  of  Pruflia 
marched  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Emperor  when  his  domi- 
nions were  attacked. 

chofswerde.r 
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chofswerder  (who  is  a  Comte,  and  not  a  Ba~ 
ron)  had  not  left  Berlin  the  18th  of  February, 
and  did  not  arrive  at  Vienna  till  the  28th ; 
and  there  was  at  that  time  no  Comte  Colle- 
redo  at  all  in  the  Auftrian  miniflry. 

It  would  be  paying  an  unmerited  compli- 
ment to  the  Jacobins  to  fuppofe  them  inca- 
pable of  fabricating  thefe  treaties  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  their  party,  efpecially  as  they  had 
recourfe,  at  the  fame  time,  to  other  means  at 
leaft  equally  reprehenfible.  In  the  beginning 
of  February  *  60,000  pikes  were  made  at 
Paris,  with  which  the  vileft  of  the  populace 
were  armed.  By  whom,  and  for  what  pur- 
pofes they  were  collected,  fufficiently  appears 
from  M.  BrhTot's  account,  printed  the  13th: 
"  Where  will  thefe  pikes  prefent  themfelves? 
"  Wherever  you  may  be,  enemies  of  the 
"  people. — Will  they  dare  to  prefent  them- 
"  felves  at  the  Caftle  of  the  Thuilleries  -f*  ? 

*  "  Chaque  pique  eft  ornee  de  crochets;  afin  difent  les 
"  amateurs,  de  pouvuir  plus  efficacement  arracher  les  en- 
a  trailles."  Mercure  de  France,  Feb.  1792,  p.  214, 

j-  By  this  it  appears,  with  what  juftice  the  attack  of  the 
Thuilleries,  on  the  10th  of  Auguil,  has  been  afenbed  to 
an  unpremeditated  riot. 

u  Yes, 

8 
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'*  Yes,  without  doubt,  if  you  are  there  ! — 
"  Who  will  order  thefe  pikes  ? — Neceffity. — > 
*'  Who  will  distribute  them? — Patriotifm. — 
**  The  pikes  have  begun  the  revolution,  the 
"  pikes  will  complete  it."  The  declarations 
of  thefe  pikemen  themfelves  were  equally  in- 
telligible. A  numerous  deputation  of  them 
informed  the  National  ArTembly,  that  "  they 
"  had  aimed  themfelves  to  purge  the  earth 
€<  of  the  Kings  friends,  and  to  fuperintend 
M  the  executive  power."  On  the  6th  of 
March,  another  deputation  of  them,  under 
the  name  of  men  of  the  14th  of  July,  ad- 
drefTed  the  ArTembly  in  a  long  harangue. 
Among  other  things,  they  faid,  "  The 
"  fpunge  of  ages  may  wipe  from  the  book  of 
•*  the  law  the  chapter  of  royalty — Courtiers, 
•'  Kings,  Minifters,  the  civil  lift,  will  pafs 
"  away  ;  but  the  rights  of  man,  the  national 
"  fovereignty  and  pikes,  will  never  pafs 
<e  away."  This  addrefs  was  received  with 
diftinguifhed  honours.  By  means  fuch  as 
thefe,  and  by  the  impeachment  of  two  of  his 
Minifters  (M.  de  Montmorin  and  M.  de  Lef- 
fart,  both  of  whom  were  afterwards  bafely 
and    barbaroufly  murdered)    the    King   was 

compelled 
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compelled  towards  the  end  of  March  to  form 
a  Jacobin  adminiflration. 

In  the  mean  time  (on  the  id  of  March) 
the  Emperor  Leopold  died,  after  an  illnefs  fo 
fhort  and  violent,  as  to  afford  no  fmall  proba- 
bility to  the  fufpicion  of  poifon,  leaving  be- 
hind him  the  reputation  of  a  mild,  equitable, 
and  pacific  prince,  fincerely  defirous  of  the 
happinefs  of  his  fubjects,  and  not  unfkilful 
in  his  endeavours  to  promote  it,  but^  fome- 
what  dilatory  and  indecifive  in  his  refolutions, 
and  too  bufily  attentive  to  minute  regulations. 
The  Jacobins  rejoiced  extravagantly  at  his 
death,  from  an  abfurd  idea,  that  the  empire 
would  be  an  eafy  prey  during  the  interreg- 
num. They  were  foon  afterwards  (March 
1 6th)  delivered  from  a  more  dangerous  enemy 
by  the  affafli nation  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
Guilavus  the  Third,  whofe  reftlefs  and  en- 
terprifing  fpirit,  and  unconquerable  courage, 
would  probably  have  urged  him  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  French  nobilii.  ,  of 
whofe  caufe  he  was  the  avowed  protector. 

The  new  Minifter  for  foreign  affairs  (Du- 
mourier)  loft  no  turn  in  making  fuch  requi- 

G  fitions 
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fitions  to  the  young  King  of  Hungary  as  it 
was  impofTible  for  him  to  comply  with  *, 
Thefe  being  refufed  or  evaded  by  the  Aus- 
trian Miniilry,  the  King  of  France  was 
obliged,  by  his  council,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
to  come  down  to  the  National  AfTembly  and 
propofe  a  declaration  of  war,  which  was  im- 
mediately and  gladly  voted  -f*.  To  withftand 
the  numerous  armies  of  France,  about  55,000 
Auilrian  troops  were  difperfed  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Netherlands,  a  coun- 
try by  no  means  Satisfied  with  their  go- 
vernment, and  undefended  by  any  furtrefs, 
except  Luxembourg  and  the  Caftle  of  Na- 
mur  J.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  12,000 
troops   in  Brifgaw,   10,000  Heflians  on  the 

*  See  the  Appendix. 

f  See  Remarks  on  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  Parliament. 

%  Mr.  Wilfon  obfeTves  {page  45)  that "  the  Netherlands 
"  were  defencclefs,  becaufe  the  Emperor  Jofeph  difman- 
.*'  tied  Namur,  Mons}  Tournay,  &c."  Mr.  Wilfon  is  un- 
lucky in  his  examples,  for  Mons  andTournay,  with  fcveral 
other  places,  were  difmantled  by  the  French,  who  took 
them  in  the  war  of  *745 ;  and  the  Caftle  of  Namur  is  a 
itrong  place  at  this  day.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  destroyed  the  fortilications  of  any  place  of  real 
ftren^th. 

q  Lower 
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Lower  Rhine,  and  8,000  or  9,000  Prufiians 
about  Wefel  *.  Such  had  been  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  German  powers  when  the  French 
troops  entered  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  on 
the  28th  of  April.  Their  behaviour  after- 
wards is  but  too  well  remembered ;  and  I 
will  not  repeat  a  tale  which  difgraces  human 
nature. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  French  to- 
wards the  Emperor ;    and  by  fimilar  means 
Sardinia,    Spain,    and    Holland    were   forced 
into  the  war.    The  Jacobins  were  completely 
triumphant,    and   employed,    to  extend    the 
violence  of  open  hoftility,  and  the  miferies 
of  civil  commotion  in  other  countries,  what- 
ever moments  they  could  fpare  from  perfec- 
tion, ravage,  and  marTacre  in  their  own  def- 
lated land.     Una  wed  by  power,  untamed  by 
moderation,  unappeafed  by  inoffenfivc  wcak- 
nefs,  they  at  once  crumed  the  little  republic 
of  Geneva,  and  undermined  with  fecret  per- 
fidy  the    confutation  of  England.       Difap- 
pointed  in  their  infidious  attempts  to  excite 

During  the  whole  campaign  the  Auftrians  were  not 
able  to  bring  into  the  field  a  body  of  more  than  2o,co© 
men  in  the  Low  Countries. 

G  z  fedition 
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fedition  in  this  country,  they  are  now  aiming 
by  open  war  at  the  deffruction  of  a  nation, 
whofe  only  crime  was,  to  have  been  attentive 
to  the  prefervation  of  its  own  happinefs,  and 
to  have  received  with  a  pitying  heart  and 
liberal  hand  the  victims  of  their  cruelty. 

Having  examined  the  firfl  pofition  on  which 
Mr.  Wilfon's  reafoning  is  founded,  that  our 
government  entered  wantonly  and  without  ne- 
ceffity  into  the  war,  I  (hall  now  confider  whe- 
ther, as  he  afferts,  the  diftrefs  of  our  com- 
merce has  been  owing  to  it.  I  am  aware  that 
affertions  of  this  general  nature  are  feldom 
wholly  true  or  completely  falfe ,  and  though 
Mr.  Wilfon  pretends  to  give  his  reafoning  the 
force  of  demo  nitration  *,  I  mall  be  contented 
to  ground  mine  on  probabilities  only.  I  am 
likewife  aware,  that  to  afcribe  any  calamity 
to  the  war,  is  a  mode  of  reafoning  which  will 
always  be  popular,  becaufe  it  is  fhort  and  ob- 
vious -y  it  requires  little  memory  to  retain, 
and  no  previous  knowledge  to  comprehend  it. 
For  it  mufr.  be  obferved,  that  the  queftion, 
how  the  war  occalioned  any  calamity  ?  is 
feldom  afked,  becaufe  that  might  require  the 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  19. 

troubk 
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trouble  of  a  long  investigation.  Mr.  Wilfon, 
has,  however,  undertaken  to  anfwer  it 3  and  on 
his  anfwer  I  ihail  beftow  fome  attention, 
fince,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  falfe,  the  pofition 
itfelf  may  probably  be  overturned  ;  in  which 
cafe  faction  will  be  deprived  of  a  very  dange- 
rous weapon  3  and,  if  true,  it  cannot  be  too 
foon,  or  too  ferioufly  confidered  by  the  go- 
vernment. It  is  not  very  eafy  to  flare  Mr. 
Wilfon's  reafons  Separately  and  diftincily,  as 
he  blends  them  fo  much  together,  and  fo  fre- 
quently refumes  the  fame  in  a  different  form. 
Four,  however,  may  be  collected.  Firft, 
that  the  war  on  the  continent,  before  we 
were  engaged  in  it,  had  occafioned  "  a  de- 
"  cline  in  the  export  of  our  manufactures, 
"  and  the  efflux,  as  it  mould  feem,  of  the 
"  precious  metals*."  Though  this  could  not 
be  the  effect  of  our  engaging  in  the  war,  and 
therefore  is  inconfiftent  with  Mr.  Wilfon's  ge- 
neral aflertions,  that  that  meafure  is  the  folo 
occafion  of  our  calamities,  yet  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  take  notice  of  it  in  this  place,  that 
none  of  his  arguments  may  appear  to  be 
overlooked. 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  1 3, 

I  ajn 
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T  am  very  far  from  denying  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Wilfon's  general  theory,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  a  manufacturing  country  that  its  cuf- 
tomers  mould  be  peaceful,  rich,  and  flou- 
riming,  as  they  will  in  that  cafe  purchafe 
its  productions  more  liberally.  But  that 
theory  is  introduced  unfortunately,  as  it  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  fact,  that  any  decline 
took  place  in  the  export  of  our  manufactures. 
The  Britilli  manufactures  exported 

.  in  1789  amounted  to        £'l3>779>ooo 
in  1792  to  18,310,000* 

•  The  efflux  of  the  precious  metals,  if  real, 
muft  have  been  either  as  merchandize,  or  in 
confequence  of  an  unfavourable  balance  of 
trade.  If  they  were  exported  as  merchandize, 
it  is  clear,  firft,  that  they  were  paid  for  by 
an  equivalent  value  ;  and  next,  that  they 
were  unneceffary  for  internal  circulation, 
which  will  always  retain  as  much  of  them  as 
is   required  for  a  medium  of  trade.      Was' 

*  Thefe  ftatements,  taken  from  the  Cuftom  Houfe- 
books,  arc  probably  not  very  accurate  ;  but  they  afford  a 
juft  ground  of  comparifon,  as  the  errors  of  one  year  are 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  another. 

there 
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there  then  an  unfavourable   balance  on  the 
general  amount  of  our  foreign  commerce  ? 

In  1789  the  general  balance  in 

favour  of  Great  Britain  was  £.  1,5 1 9,000 

In  J79i     -         -         -         -  3,062,000 

In  1792     -  5^449,000 

But  it  ill  becomes  Mr.  Wilfon  to  complain  of 
the  exportation  of  our  coin,  as  he  is  the  zealous 
partifan  of  country  banks  *,  which  have  cer- 
tainly driven  it  out  of  circulation,  in  a  man- 
ner which  no  unfavourable  balance  of  trade 
could  ever  have  done ; — a  manner,  as  I  mail 
Jiereafter  have  occafion  to  ihew,  very  alarm- 
ing and  mifchievous. 

The  fecond  caufe  arTigned  by  Mr.  Wilfon 
for  the  commercial  diftrefs  is,  the  difcredit  of 
bills  of  exchange,  occafioned  by  the  infecurity 
of  all  property  on  the  feas,  in  our  iflands,  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  other  foreign  poilef- 
iions,  in  confequence  of  the  war  f .  In  this 
itatement,  truth  is  fo  mingled  with  error,  that 
it  is  fufficiently  difficult  to  diitinguiih  them. 

*  See  Mr,  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  18.  f  P.  jS. 

It 
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It  is  ver^  true  that  bills  of  exchange,  and 
all  paper  circulating  on  the  credit  of  indivi- 
duals, have  fufrered  to  a  moft  alarming  degree. 
Many  commercial  houfes  have  actually  be- 
come bankrupt,  and  a  ftill  greater  number 
have  furTered  a  temporary  derangement.  The 
.caufe  afligned  by  Mr.  Wilfon  is  like  wife  true 
(for  no  one  will  fay  that  the  property  he 
fpeaks  of  is  equally  fecure  in  time  of  war  and 
peace)  but  is  it  adequate  to  its  fuppofed  ef-.~ 
fecl:  ?  If  it  were,  that  effecT:  muft  have  been 
produced  by  all  wars,  in  proportion  to  the 
■degree  of  the  danger.  Now  this  is  ib  far  from 
being  the  cafe,  that  Mr.  Wilfon  ftates  our  pre- 
fent  calamities  to  be  altogether  fmgular  and 
unprecedented,  in  degree,  at  leaft,  if  not  in 
nature.  Yet  will  it  be  contended  that  th© 
danger  to  our  fhipping  and  our  colonies  is 
now  greater  than  in  the  war  of  1756,  in 
which  the  French  navy  contefted  for  three 
years  the  empire  of  the  feas ;  or  than  in  the 
American  war,  when  our  poffeffions  were 
fucceflively  captured,  and  our  fleet  hid  its 
diminished  head  in  cur  own  harbours  ?  The 
comparative  danger  and  confequent  lofs  of 
value  in  floating  property  may  be  accurately 
eiUmated  by  the  number  of  veflels  captured, 

which 
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which  is  beyond  companion  lefs  in  this  war 
than  in  any  other  which  has  happened  in 
modern  times,  notwithstanding  the  extraor- 
dinary increafe  of  navigation  -, — that  of  our 
colonial  poffeflions  cannot  be  fo  eafily  afcer- 
tajned,  but  certainly  was  utterly  incapable  of 
producing  the  effect  afcribed  to  it.  Mr.  Wilfon 
likewife  obferves,  that  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  Britifh  merchants  and 
manufacturers  lodged  in  foreign  countries  was 
much  greater  than  on  any  former  occafion  ; 
and  this,  from  the  great  extenfion  of  our 
trade,  I  believe  to  be  true.  It  is,  how- 
ever, clear,  that  though  the  delay  of  remit- 
tances might  be  the  caufe  of  fome  temporary 
embarraffment  to  thofe  mercantile  houfes  to 
whom  this  property  belonged,  it  could  not 
finally  occafion  any  lofs.  I  do  net  mean  here 
to  include  the  property  verted  in  the  French 
trade,  which  will  be  the  fubject  of  a  feparate 
inveftigation.  It  muft  alio  be  remembered, 
that  the  depreflion  of  the  public  funds,  the 
fcarcity  of  ca(h,  and  the  difcredit  of  paper 
circulation,  began  long  before  the  war,  and 
even  before  the  armament. 

H  A  third 
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A  third  caufe  ffated  by  Mr.  Wilfon  as  an 
occafion  of  the  diflrefs  of  our  commerce,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war  is,  the 
magnitude  of  the  national  debt,  which,  though 
no  effect  of  the  war  itfelf,  is  fo  interwoven 
with  it,  in  his  difcuftion,  that  it  is  neceiiarv 
u  take  notice  of  it  here.     That  the  magni- 
tude of  the  national  debt  is  a  molt  weighty 
rcafon,  among  many .  others  of  equal,  import-, 
ance,  to  avoid  a  ilate  of  war,  no  man  can 
deny ;  and  no  man  can  have  greater  caufe  to 
be  fenfible  of  this  than  the  prefent  Minifter, 
who  has  met  with  fo  many  difficulties,  and 
encountered  fo  much  opposition,  in  his  en- 
deavours to  provide  for  its  reduction.     I  mail 
prefently  have  occafion  to   confider  the  na- 
tional debt  as  an  object  of  finance  -,  I  am  now 
only  to  attend  to  it  as  a  caufe  of .  commercial 
difficulties.     In  this  view  of  the  fubject,  Mr. 
Wilfon  gives  me  no  light,  and  I  can  meet  with 
very  little  elfewhere,     It  is  often  faid  that  the 
national  debt  ruins  our  manufactures,  by  in- 
creating  the  price  of  labour,  and  of  raw  ma- 
terials, in  cpnfequence  of  the  taxes  impofed 
to  pay  the  intereft  pf  it.    Thus  other  nations, 
not  equally  burthened,  are  enabled  to  under- 
fell 
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fell  us.*  If  this  is  Mr.  Wilfon's  meaning  (and 
if  he  has  any  other/  I  wifTi  he  had  mentioned 
it)  the  eafy  anfwer  is,  that  whatever  may  be- 
come of  the  theory,  the  fact  is  not  true  :  for 
the  exportation  of  cur  manufactures  has  in- 
creafed  in  an  extraordinary  manner  fince  the 
American  war,  in  which  the  national  debt 
reached  its  prefent  enormous  extent. -j-  But 
this  debt,  with  all  its  difadvantages,  appears 
to  me  in  two  refpects  to  afford  very  effential 
.benefit  to  commerce,  and- that  j  in  exact  pro- 
portion to  its  inereafe  and  magnitude.  The 
firft  is  obvious,  it  is  to  create  a  numerous 
clafs  of  confumers,  who  live  upon  the  inte- 
reft  of  it,  and  are  perpetually  ditfufing  large 
ftreams  of  wealth  into  every  channel  of  cir- 

*  See  PofUcthwaite  and^eprenfchwandj  on  this  fubjcdh 
t  Britifh  manufactures  exported  in  1773     ;£-9>-M7>000 

I77.4-       10,556,000 
1775       10,072,000 

the  three  lad  years  of  peace  v/ith  America*     ■ 

Tptaji  oi  three  v^ais  £. 30,045,000 


In  the  three  laft  years  1-90    £.14.^21,000 

1791  16,810,000 

1792  iS, 310,000 


'    Total  of  three  years         ^.50,6^1,000 
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dilation.     The  other  is  to  prefcrve  a  vafl  ca- 
pital eafily  convertible  into  ready  money.     I 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  mean  that  the  whole, 
or   any   large  Jharer    of  our  immenfe  funds 
could  be  fo  converted  at  once  :    it  certainly 
could  not  find  purchafers  ;  but  it  is  perfectly 
evident,   that   the  ordinary  daily  transfers  are 
now  far  greater,  than  when  the  extent  of  the 
national  debt  was  only  (for  inftance)  50  mil- 
lions.    The  agents  of  foreigners,  and  many 
wealthy  men  of  our  own  nation,  are  perpetu* 
ally  watching  the  fluctuations  of  the  funds, 
and  prepared  to  advance  large  funis  upon  any 
profpect  of  advantage.  For  this  reafon  a  much 
larger  fum  of  money  can  be  raifed  at  any  time 
by  the  fale  of  itock  :  and  the  fale  of  any  given 
quantity  will  produce  a  much  fmaller  varia- 
tion in  the  market  price  -,    and  in  this  refpect 
I  believe  the  difference  to  be   much  greater 
than  is  at  nrft  apparent.    This  facility  of  raif- 
ing  large  fums  inftantaneouily  appears  to  me 
to    counteract    very  powerfully   the    effects 
of  any  general  ftagnation  of  credit,  or  fcarcity 
of  cam.     The  merchant  who  feels    himfelf 
embarraffed,  either  is  himfelf  a  ftockholder, 
in  which  cafe  the  remedy  is  in  his  own  hands* 
or  he  can  apply  to  the  flockholder,  and  make 

it 


(     61     ) 

it  his  intereft  to  affift  him.  It  is  true  he  may 
fometimes  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  conii- 
derable  lofs ;  but  what  would  be  his  fituation 
if  no  fuch  refource  exifted  ?  The  proprietors 
of  land  could  give  him  little  affiftance,  for  it 
is  difficult  and  tedious  to  raiie  money  on 
landed,  fecurity  ;  and  his  mercantile  con- 
nexions would  probably  be  involved  in  fimilar 
difficulties  with  himfelf. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  am  fo  far  from  think- 
ing the  National  Debt  was  a  caufe  of  our  kte 
commercial  calamities,  that  I  have  no  doubt 
it  had  a  very  confiderable  erTedr.  in  alleviating 
them. 

The    fourth  circumftance,   by  which,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.Wilfon,  the  war  has  occasioned 
the  diftrefs  of  our  commerce,  ib  t  "  by  de- 
-'*  priving  our   manufacturers  of  the    French 
"  market,  of  all  others  the  molt  extenfive, 
"  and  as  it  had  btcn  conducted  for  a  twelve- 
"  month  pair,  by  far  the  moft  fafe  and  lucra- 
-"  rive."     I  have   referved  this  caufe  for  the 
"laft,   becaufe  it  requires  the  longefl  examina- 

*    See  Mr.  Wilfon's  letter,  p.  16. 

tion. 
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tion.  I  admit  that  the  trade  with  France  has 
long  been  an  important  object,  in  our  com- 
merce j  and  that,  though  it  had  once  fuf- 
fered  a  great  diminution  by  the  late  events 
in  France,  it  was  likely  to  become  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  ever,  but  of  a  nature  totally  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  had  been  before.  It  is 
likewife  true,  that  the  ftoppage  of  fo  great  a 
branch  of  our  commerce,  efpecially  a  fudden 
itoppage,  could  not  but  occafion  a  temporary 
-derangement  in  the  whole  fyftem,  and  great 
inconvenience  to  thofe  who  were  particularly 
concerned  in  it,  I  believe  it  was  a  cauje, 
though  by  no  means  the  principal  one,  of  the 
late  diftrefs  ;  and  mail  have  occafion  to  point 
out  thofe  which  in  my  opinion  co-operated 
with  it. 

But  if  it  mall  appear  that  the  principles 
upon  which  this  trade  has  been  lately  carried 
on,  are  fuch  as  muft  have  proved  highly  de- 
trimental to  the  nation  at  large,  and  finally 
•ruinous  to  our  commerce  and  manufactures, 
I  apprehend  the  body  of  the  nation  will  wil- 
lingly acquiefce  in  the  check  it  has  received ; 
though  it  may  be  impoffible  to  reconcile  thofe 
individuals  to  it  who  are  the  immediate  lofers, 

and 
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*md  who  know  that  they  could  have  fecured 
their  private  intereft  at  the  ex  pence  of  the 
community. 

The  trade  with  France  had  ever  imce  the 
peace,  and  efpecially  fince  the  commercial 
treaty,  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  nations.  [See 
Vabh  I.)  Each  found  a  fteady  and  increasing 
market  for  the  productions  of  its  foil  and  its 
induftry  ;  and  from  the  vicinity  of  the  coun- 
tries, it  was  conducted  with  almoft  the  eafe  and 
iecurity  of  an  internal  commerce.  The  revo- 
lution of  France,  which  foon  afterwards  hap- 
pened, produced  a  total  change  in  the  internal 
fituation  of  that  country,  and  had  a  propor- 
tionable effect,  upon  its  trade.  The  commotions 
which  attended  it,  drove  great  numbers  of  the 
mofr.  opulent  families  abroad,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  conhTcation  of  the  property  of  the  clergy, 
reduced  a  multitude  of  perfons,  before  in  eafy 
circumitances,  to  abfolute  want.  The  im- 
mediate confequence  was  fo  great  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  home  confumption  of  the  French 
manufactures,  which  had  there,  as  in  all 
other  countries,  been  principally  fupported  by 
the  expenccs  of  the  fuperior  claffes  of  fociety, 

I  as 
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as  occasioned  the  total  deftruction  of  fevera! 
of  their  mofl  confiderable  branches.  So  ex- 
tensive was  the  ruin,  and  fuch  numbers  of 
workmen  were  difcharged,  that  more  than 
three  millions  of  perfons  were  in  the  year 
1790  without  the  means  of  procuring  a 
fubfiftence.*  The  government  were  obliged 
not  only  to  grant  large  fums  for  their  relief 
from  the  public  treafury,  but  to  authorife  the 
loans  that  were  contracted  by  the  different 
municipalities  on  the  fame  account ;  fo  that 
the  diftrefTed  manufacturers  foon  began  tq 
relifli  patriotic  idlenefs  and  national  pay. 

The  leaders  of  the  Revolution  having  de- 
graded the  upper  ranks  of  the  nation  from 
their  confequence,  and  Stripped  them  of  their 
property,  were  neither  flow  nor  unfkilfi.il  in 
rewarding  thofe  who  had  promoted  the 
change.  The  new  civil  and  military  efta- 
blilhments  afforded  almoft  inexhauftible  means 
of  gratifying  their  adherents \  with  confe- 
qaence  and  fplendour,  the  more  attractive  to 

*  See  the  Proces  Verbaux  de  l'Aflemblee  conftituante, 
vol.  75. 

+  See  Remarks  on  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 

Parliament. 

the 
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the  citizens,  as  they  had  been  before  exclu- 
lively  referved  to  the  nobility  ■.  The  com- 
mittee of  liquidations  (which  in  eighteen 
months  actually  paid  almoft  twenty  millions 
fterling,  and  promifed  much  more)  afforded 
the  means  of  fatisfying  thofe  who  preferred 
fubftantial  emolument  to  vain  parade.  By 
this  means  a  new  clafs  of  confumers  was 
created,  who  not  only  found  it  difficult  to 
obtain  a  fuppiy  from  their  own  ftagnant 
manufactories,  but  gave  a  decided  preference 
to  the  more  fafhionable  productions  of  Eng- 
land. At  the  fame  time  the  ruin  of  fo  many 
families  in  France,  and  the  wants  of  thofe 
which  had  taken  refuge  abroad,  occafioned 
the  fale  of  all  their  accumulations  of  moveable 
property.  Whatever  was  choice  and  valu- 
able found  its  way  to  England  :  pictures > 
jewels,  libraries,  the  collections  of  elegance 
and  tafte,  the  decorations  of  ancient  grandeur, 
the  ornaments  of  happier  days. 

By  thefe  means,  though  the  foundations  of 
national  profperity  were  fapped  in  France, 
the  intercourfe  with  England  acquired  in- 
creafed   activity.     One  circumftance,    how- 

I  z  ever, 


(    68     ) 

ever,  greatly  checked  the  fale  of  Engliffe 
commodities  in  France.  The  exchange  had 
become  fo  difadvantageous,  in  confequence 
of  the  large  remittances  made  from  France, 
either  by  thofe  who  apprehended  their  pro- 
perty to  be  infecure  in  that  country,  or  for 
the  fupport  of  the  Refugees,  and  ftill  more  in 
confequence  of  the  paper  currency  iffued  by 
the  French  government,  that  all  imported 
commodities  rofe  to  an  enormous  price  in 
France,  while  thofe  of  that  country  becarne 
extremely  cheap  abroad.  But  this  fall  of  the 
exchange,  which  by  its  continual  increafe 
threatened  to  deftroy  the  confumption  of  all 
foreign  goods  among  the  French,  was  itfelf 
the  object  of  a  very  lucrative  fpeculation  to 
the  bankers  of  Paris  and  London.  As  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  were  much  the  moil  con- 
venient mode  of  remitting  any  fum  of  money 
abroad,  efpecially  fince  the  moll  vigilant 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  coin  from 
being  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  they  were 
eagerly  foiight  after  by  the  French  bankers  r 
and  as  their  value  was  continually  increafed 
by  this  competition,  fo  the  competition  was 
kept   up  by  fpeculations  on  the  ftill  farther 

expected 
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Expected  increafe  of  their  value.*     Though 
thefe  ipeculations  cannot  be  considered  as  a 

branch 

*  The  hiftory   of   the  exchange   between    Er.gTar.d   and 
France,  though  not  properly  a  part  of  my  uibje.fr,  is  too  muca 
connected  with  it  to  be  entirely  overlooked.     The  French 
jEcu  de  Change  is  confidered  as  pairing  at  par  when  it  is  ex- 
changed for  thirty  pence  iUrling:  (and  for  that  realon  all  the 
reductions  of  French  money  into  Englifn,  in  this  publication* 
are  made  at  that  rate)  though  its  exact  value  was   about  e    \ 
before  the  depreciation  which  took  place  at  the  la  ft  re-coinage 
of  the  geld,  when  twenty -five  old  louis  d'or;  weft  coined  into 
twenty-fix  new  ones,  fo  that  the  prefent  par  is  284-.     Previous 
lo  the  commercial  treaty,  it  had  generally  been  above  p;w% 
and  during  the  American  war  was  at  32-*,  but  the  balance  of 
trade  then  turning  in  favour  of  England,  it  varied  in   1777 
and  1778  from  285  to  29.     After  the  Revolution  it  grad.. 
fell,  till  in   March,    1792,  it  was  reduced   to    i<$.     Id  that 
month  the  Jacobin  Claviere,  a  banker  of  Geneva,  well  v 
in  all  the  myfteries  of  ftock-jobbing,  became  the  minifter  of 
finance.    The  preceding  minifters  had  collected  bills  of  e:.- 
change  upon  foreign  countries  to  a  considerable  amount,  :r» 
order  to  pay  for  thofe  fupplies  which  the  probability  of  a  war 
rendered  necefTary  :    Claviere  re-iflued  them  into  circulation, 
and   thus   raifed  the   exchange  in  the  fame  month  to   . 
It  had  declined  to   17  when  he  returned  into  office,  with 
fuperior  powers,  after  the  deitru(.cticn  of  the  monarchy,  on 
the    10th   of  Auguft.     He  then  intimated  to  the    pri        al 
bankers,  that  the  fans  culotic;  were  much  inclined  to  fel 
them,  and  that  the  miniftry  would  not   inteife  - 
protection,  nnlefs  they  defifted  from  their  igoculatio 
had  occaiioned  fb  much  lofs  to  their  country      1  ..  s   h  :.*, 
which  thev  knew  could  eaiily  bs  realized,  had  Us  full  efifsci  .- 

•J 
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branch  of  trade,  they  contributed  to  extend 
the  general  communication  between  the  two 
countries* 

After  the  commencement  of  the  war  be- 
tween France  and  the  Emperor,  the  expor- 
tations  from  England,  on  the  accounts  of  the 
French  government,  were  very  large :  but 
after  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy,  they 
became  ftill  more  extenfive,  and  a  trade  of 
a  new  and  unnatural  kind  commenced. — i 
Inftead  of  the  commerce  between  individuals, 
which  the  diffractions  and  poverty  of  the 
French  had  nearly  ruined,  the  government 
became  the  fole    purchafer,    and  bought  up 

ill  fpeculations  were  flopped,  and  no  remittances  made  with- 
out neceffity  ;  io  that  the  exchange  role  (notwithftanding  the 
Pruflian  invafion)  to  19  in  September :  it  afterwards  reached 
20  in  November.  The  apprehenfions  of  ah  Englhii  war* 
at  which  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation  were  realty 
alarmed,  and  the  increafed  difcredit  of  the  pnper  currency, 
foon  occafioned  a  rapid  fall.  In  May,  1793,  lt  Vv'as  c*e" 
prefled  to  4|.  Cambon  (the  worthy  rival  of  Claviere) 
railed  it  again  by  procuring  a  decree  prohibiting  the  circula- 
tion of  thofe  aflignats  on  which  the  King's  head  Was  im- 
prefled.  This  deprived  6o,oco,oool.  fterling  of  their  cur- 
rency of  its  value,  and  therefore  raifed  that  of'  the  aflignats 
ftiil  retained  in  ufe,  and,  together  with  the  project  of  bor- 
rowing 40,000,000!.  by  force, 'hr.s  brought  the  exchange 
to  about  8^. 
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our  manufactures   in   unheard-of  quantities, 
Their  demands  of  iuch  articles  as  their  army 
required    were   without    limitation    either   of 
extent  or  price,   fo  that  other  confumers  were 
driven   out    of  the   market,   and    the    whole 
trade  forced  into  their  hands.     For  the  wants 
of  the  French  army  were  fuch  as  could  not 
be  fupplied  by  their   own  ruined    manufac- 
tures, and  the  expences  of  their  government 
far  exceeded  the  limits  of  all  former  prodi- 
gality.    The  cloathing  only  of  their   army 
colt  in  nine  months  551    millions   of  livres, 
(£.22,953,333).*      Of  this   enormous    fum 
a  coniiderable  part  was  expended  in  England ; 
and  the  purchafes  of  arms,  itores,  and  pro- 
vi lions,  were   only  limited  by  an  exhausted 
market,   and    the   impoflibility  of  obtaining 
farther  fupplies.     Thcfe  purchafes  were  gene- 
rally paid  for  in  money  or  bills  of  exchange, 
and  frequently  paid  for  in  advance ;  but  the 
money    and    bills    were    purchafed    by    the 
French  government  of  the  bankers  in   Paris, 
and  by  them  chiefly  obtained  from  thofe  of 
London  j   fo    that    however    circuitous    the 

»  See  the  report  of  the  minifier  of  finance  to  the  National 
Convention,  May  25,  1793. 

courfe 
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courfe  .might  be,  the  payment  in  the  lait  re- 
fort  was  always  in  the  French  paper  cur- 
rency. This  currency  having  no  circulation 
out  of  France,  and  continually  diminishing 
in  value  even  in  that  country,  the  French 
bankers  did  not  fuffer  it  to  accumulate  in 
their  hands ;  they  employed  it  in  purchaflng 
other  bills  of  exchange,  with  which  they 
fatisried  their  foreign  correfpondents.  As 
Jong,  therefore,  as  foreign  bills  could  have 
keen  procured  at  Paris,  the  Englifh  bankers 
and  manufacturers  would  have  received  a  real 
and  efficient  payment,  provided  they  had  z\\ 
had  the  fteadinefs  and  foreiight  to  refufe 
alTignats,  on  whatever  terms  of  advantage  they 
might  be  offered.  But  as  the  purchafes  of 
the  French  government  were  perpetually  in- 
c reafing,  the  balances  due  to  England  would 
have  become  larger  and  larger,  till  no  means 
remained  of  paying  them  except  in  alTignats  ; 
the  trade  muff  then  have  ceafed,  and,  together 
with  the  probable  lofs  of  a  very  large  balance, 
have  occaiioned  a  declenfion  o{  our  manufac- 
tures, and  a  fubverfion  of  our  trade,  fimilar 
jn  kind  to  what  we  have  experienced,  but 
infinitely  greater  in  degree  :  for  this  (hock 
might  probably  have  been  delayed  till  molt 
i  of 
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nf  -our  manufacturers  had  been  employed  in 
working  for  the  French  market,  and  almofl 
all  our  foreign  trade  diverted  into  that  chan- 
nel. But  it  is  by  no  means  improbable,  that 
the  temptation  of  a  great  difcount,  and  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  difpofe  of  them  without 
a  farther  diminution  of  their  value,  might 
have  induced  the  Englifh  to  receive  a  pay- 
ment in  ailignats,  particularly  when  no  other 
could  be  obtained. 

Three  circumftances,  therefore,  diftin- 
guifhed  this  trade  from  any  other  that  ever- 
exifted ;  its  rapid  and  unlimited  extenfion, 
its  having  the  ftrongeft  tendency  to  introduce 
among  us  the  paper-money  of  a  foreign 
country,  and  the  certainty  of  its  being  flopped 
in  a  fudden  and  violent  manner. 

The  firft  of  thefe  circumftances  affords 
matter  of  very  ferious  confideration ;  for 
though  it  be  the  greateft  of  advantages  to  a 
manufacturing  country  to  have  a  gradually 
increafing  market  for  its  goods,  yet,  when 
the  queition  is,  whether  we  will  undertake 
to  fupply  all  the  wants  of  a  country  thrice 
as  large  and  populous  as   our  own,   there  ap- 
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pear    two  caufes   of  very    reasonable  alarm. 
The  ruin  of  our  other   foreign  trade   feems 
the    inevitable  confequence,   as   our  commer- 
cial capital,  which  is  not  capable  of  Supply- 
ing both,  would  foon  be  ail  attracted  into  the 
moft  lucrative,   and  as  the  price  of  our  pro- 
ductions   would  be  fo  raifed  by  the  competi- 
tion, that  they  would   find   no  purchafers   in 
any  other  country.     The  other  danger  is  of 
a  frill   more  fatal  kind,   that    of  railing  the 
price   of   all    commodities  to   an  intolerable 
degree  at  home.     Thofe  who  are  in  any  way 
occupied  in   the  acquisition  of  wealth,    will, 
by  degrees,   augment   the  profits  of  their  in- 
dufhy   in    proportion    to    the   increafed  ex- 
pcnces  of  living,  provided  thofe  expences  are 
not  too   fuddenly  increafed.      But  who   can 
fay,  in  {o  fudden  and  violent  a  change  as  we 
have  been  confidcring,    through  what  vicif- 
iitudes  of  difcontent   and    tumult,    through 
what  clamours  of  the  ignorant,   and  outrage 
of  the  factious,    the  nation  mud  have  palled 
before  every    thing   refumed  its   level  ?    and 
that  part  of  fociety  which  has  not  the  means 
of  increafing  their  incomes,  is  neither  incon- 
iiderable  nor  ufelcfs,    and    they   mull:  inevi- 
tably have  either  fled  from  their  country,  or 

fubmitted 
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fubmitted  to  the  hardfhips  of  want  and.  de- 
gradation. For  thefe  calamities,  an  exteniion 
of  the  French  trade  would  have  ill '  compen- 
fated:  and  if  it  is  objected,  that  I  am  fuppof- 
ing  an  extreme  cafe,  and  that  fuch  evils  did 
not  actually  happen,  I  anfwer,  that  I  am 
pointing  out  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the 
trade,  the  effects  which  it  did  produce  in  pro- 
portion to  its  extent,  and  which  would  have 
increafed  with  its  augmentation.* 

Thefe  reafons  of  alarm  would  have  exifted, 
even  if  the  French  trade  had  been  always 
carried  on,  by  the  exchange  of  real  coin  or 
valuable  merchandize  for  our  manufactures  ; 
but  it  has  been  before  obferved,  that  if  the 
trade  had  continued,  there  was  a  great  pro- 
bability that  our  manufacturers   would  have 

*  How  rapid  an  increafe  would  probably  have  happened 
in  the  price  of  many  kinds  of  goods,  may  be  feen  by  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  average  of  wool  at  the  interval  of 
only  five  months. 
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been  induced    to   accept  the    French   paper  ^ 
currency.        This    greatly     ftrengthens     the 
former  objections  to  the  trade,  as  it  mews 
that  the  market  was  not  only  difproportioned 
to   our   means    of  fupply,  ruinous     to    our 
foreign     commerce,    and  deftruCtive  to    our 
internal  ceconorny,    but  that  it   might  have 
become  a  fictitious  market,  unlefs  the  French 
government  fhould  be   able  to  redeem    their 
paper  money.     The  improbability  of  this    I 
ihall  here  take  for  granted,   as  it  will  hardly 
be  contcited,  and  I  lhall  hereafter  have  occa- 
iion    to    return   to    the  fubject.     It   may  be 
afked  how  the  mercantile  part  of  the  Englifrt 
nation  could  be  fo  impofed  on  as  to  deal  with 
ft  fictitious  market  ?    I  anfwer,    that  it    might 
very   probably  happen    from  that     fpirit    of 
enterprize  by   which  all  men,  and  mercantile 
men  efpecially,    are  tempted  to  venture  the 
riik  of  lofs  in  the  profpecr.  of  great  gain.     Mr. 
Wilfon,  indeed,   thinks  that  commercial  men 
always  judge  right,   both  for  themfelves    and 
the     community,     though     *'    cabinets     are 
**  governed    by    ignorance   and  caprice."*  I 
cannot  admit  this  infallibility,  but  believe  that 

•*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter      ,19. 
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they  often  miftake  their  own  intereft,  and 
ftill  oftener  have  an  intereft  diftinct  from 
that  of  the  public.  The  prefent  fubjedt 
affords  examples  of  both  thole  cafes;  it  is 
well  known  that  many  Engliihmen,  and 
chiefly  commercial  men,  have  been  credulous 
enough  to  purchafe  abbey-lands  in  France, 
and  them  I  mail  place  in  the  firft  clafs ;  the 
distributors  of  aflignats  I  fhould  rank  in  the 
fecond.  The  banker  who  gives  his  gold,  and 
the  manufacturer  who  parts  with  his  goods, 
in  exchange  for  thefe  afTignats,  has  no  in- 
tention of  keeping  them,  but  receives  them 
at  a  great  difcount,  in  hopes  of  parting  writh 
them  at  a  lefs  ;  he  knows  their  value  in  the 
market,  and  that  the  French  government 
will  probably  not  be  bankrupt  till  they  are 
out  of  his  hands  ;  how  foon  it  may  afterwards 
happen,  and  in  whofe  hands  they  may  then 
be,  he  does  not  care. 

If  then  the  French  trade  was,  as  I  have 
fhewn,  of  a  nature  likely  to  engrols  our  whole 
commercial  capital,  and  to  exchange  it  gra- 
dually for  a  currency  of  imaginary  value,  the 
only  additional  circumftance  which  the  ene- 
mies of  the  nation  could  wifh  for  to  complete 
3  its 
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its  defolation  would  be,   that   after  this  trade 
had  reached  its  utmofl  height,   it  lhould  meet 
with  a  fudden  flop.    This  circumflance  would 
infallibly  have   occurred  upon  either   of  the 
fuppofitions    which    I   have  flated.     I    have 
fhewn  that  it  mult  have  happened  if  aiTignats 
had  been  univerfally  refufed ;    it    mufl  alfo 
have  happened,  later  indeed,  but  notlefs  cer- 
tainly, if  they  had  been  accepted.      For  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  French  government  is  in- 
evitable and  approaching,  though  if  peace  had 
continued,    and    the  intercourfe   of  the  two 
nations  had  been  open,  it  might  pofTibly  have 
been  delayed  till  the  real  wealth  of  this  coun- 
try was  drained  away,  and  the  kingdom  con- 
verted into  one  vafl  workfhop  for  the  ufe  of 
French  army.      This   bankruptcy    mufl  in- 
flantly  have  flopped  the  trade,  and  involved  the 
whole  commercial  part  of  the  nation  in  in-, 
difcriminate  ruin,  a  ruin  tenfold  more  grievous, 
from  the  enormous   profits  and  extravagant 
luxury  which  the  trade  would  have  produced 
while  it  continued.     Of  fuch  a  criiis  the  pre- 
sent embarraifments  afford  happily  a  very  faint 
and  lliadowy  reprefentation  ;  yet  fuch  a  crifis 
we  could  only  have  efcaped  by  the  interference 
of  the  government  to  flop  the  trade  before  it 

had 
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had   been  greatly  extended ;    that  is,    to  DO 
THE    VERY    THING   WHICH    THE 
WAR  HAS  DONE,  and  which  Mr.  Wilfon 
a%ns  as  the  CAUSE  OF  OUR  DISTRESS. 

Having  examined  the  caufes  which  Mr. 
Wilfon  ftates  to  be  the  origin  of  the  derange- 
ment of  our  commerce,  and  having  fhewn 
that  of  the  two  which  really  arofe  from  the 
war,  one  could  have  no  confiderable  lhare  in- 
producing  it,  and  the  other  was  the  means  of 
preventing  much  greater  evils,  it  remains  for 
me  to  fhew  to  what  other  caufes  that  derange- 
ment might  be  owing,  and  how  far  in  mv 
opinion,  it  really  extended.  By  this  means  we 
mall  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  miniftry 
can  reafonab ly  be  blamed  on  account  of  it, 
and  whether  the  public  have  caufe  to  be 
alarmed  at  its  confequences. 

To  trace  the  caufes  of  a  general  ftagnation 
of  trade,  it  muft  be  neceffary  to  inquire  into 
the  ftate  of  the  Country  at  the  time  that  flag- 
nation  happened.  The  ftate  of  England  for 
two  or  three  years  paft  has  been  fufficiently 
linking,  even  to  a  fuperficial  obferver.  The 
fpirit  of  eager  fpeculation  and  commercial  ad- 

venture 
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venture  never  was  fo  ardent,  or  fo  generally 
diffufed  throughout  the  nation.  Every  pro- 
ject imagination  could  contrive  was  grafped  at 
with  avidity,  and  the  genius  of  the  year  1720 
feemed  to  have  returned  with  complete  do- 
minion over  the  whole  body  of  our  traders. 
Among  lefs  important  bubbles,  two  great 
branches  of  fpeculation  pervaded  every  part 
of  the  kingdom — country  banks  and  canals. 
I  am  far  from  denying  that  banks  might  rea- 
ibnably  be  eftablifhed  and  conducted  on  folid 
principles  in  towns  of  confiderable  trade,  and 
ierve  an  ufeful  purpofe  in  promoting  the  cir- 
culation by  which  they  profited;  but  it  is 
notorious,  that  many  of  them  were  formed  in 
places  where  the  natural  circulation  arifing 
from  any  real  commerce  would  not  have 
produced  a  profit  equal  to  the  expences  of  their 
clerks  and  ftationary.  Their  whole  aim  there- 
fore was  by  every  ibrt  of  artifice  to  force  their 
own  paper  into  circulation,  and  to  collect  all  the 
cafh  and  bank  notes  of  the  country  round,  which 
they  fent  up  to  fome  London  banker,  who  al- 
lowed them  intcrefl  for  their  amount,  and 
in  his  turn  fupported  their  credit,  when  their 
bills  were  returned  upon  them.  From  the 
vail  number  of  thele    banks,  and  their  ardent 

compe- 
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competition  with  each  other  fbefides  the  ig- 
norance and  incapacity  of  thofe  who  managed 
many  of  them)  they  were  often  great  loiers 
by  ifTuing  their  paper  upon  bad  fecurity  ;  and 
laid  themfelves  open  (as  thofe  who  have  at- 
tended courts  of  juftice  know)  to  many  ridi- 
culous frauds.  They  were  not  only  in  them- 
felves a  very  great  branch  of  fpeculation,  but, 
from  the  readinefs  with  which  they  both  gave 
and  obtained  credit  for  large  fums  of  money, 
they  afforded  an  extraordinary  facility  to  every 
kind  of  project ;  and  fometimes  promoted 
fuch  as  were  neither  profitable  to  themfelves 
or  beneficial  to  the  public. 

As  I  admit  well-conducted  banks  to  be 
ufeful  to  trade,  fo  I  readily  acknowledge  an 
inland  navigation  judicioufly  planned  to  be  of 
the  moil  eiTential  benefit  to  the  public.  Per- 
haps no  other  advantage  can  in  any  country 
equal  that  of  an  eafy  water  carriage  between 
its  feveral  provinces.  But  the  canals  lately 
propofed  were  not  planned  on  any  general 
fyftem;  they  wrere  unconnected  fchemes, 
many  of  them  very  injudicioufly  contrived, 
and  little  likely  to  anfwer  any  purpofe  of  pub- 
lic   utility.      It    is    true,    that    thofe    canals 
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which  are  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the 
community,  will  be  in  the  end  mofl  lucrative 
to  their  proprietors  ;  and  for  this  reafon  the 
legiilature,  after  making  fome  neceflary  regu- 
lations, will  do  wifely  to  fuffer  fuch  works 
to  be  ilill  carried  on  as  private  undertakings. 
But  of  the  canals  we  are  fpeaking  of,  a  great 
number  were  projected  by  men  who  had  no 
real  defign  of  remaining  proprietors,  or  of 
completing  the  work  they  had  undertaken  : 
their  only  aim  was,  to  impofe  upon  the 
public  credulity  by  a  plaufible  fcheme,  and 
to  difpofe  of  their  fhares  at  an  exorbitant 
price.  By  the  arts  of  fuch  men,  the  country 
was  infected  with  the  frenzy  of  gambling, 
and  a  canal  meeting  exhibited  all  rhe  extra- 
vagances of  the  famous  South-Sea  project. 

Even  thofe  traders  who  confined  their  deal- 
ings to  their  eftablifhed  line  of  bufinefs,  and 
did  not  engage  in  the  new  projects,  too  fre- 
quently fuffered  themfelves  to  be  tempted  by 
the  fpirit  of  adventure  into  concerns  too  ex- 
tenfive   for   their    capitals.*      Many   indeed 

traded 

*  "  This  complaint,  however,  of  the  fcarcity  of  money 
"  is  not  always  confined  to  improvident  fpendthrifts.    It  is 
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traded  largely,  who,  like  fome  of  the  country 
banks ,  had  fcarcely  any  real  capital  at  all .  The 
habit  of  prodigality,  andlavifh  expence,  necef- 
(arily  attended  that  of  extravagant  enterprize. 

Such  a  ftate  of  things  led  the  way  by  an 
unavoidable  confequence  to  a  ftagnation  of 
trade.  The  moft  rapid  progrefs  of  public 
profperity  could  not  keep  pace  with  the 
fchemes  of  projectors :  and  adventurers  could 
create  a  fictitious  capital  much  fafter  than  real 
wealth  could  poflibly  accumulate.  In  the 
perpetual  ftruggle  of  rival  traders,  it  muft 
neceffarily  have  happened  that  thofe  whofe 
refources  were  leafl  fubftantial  would  be 
crufhed :  and  when  credit  once  began  to  be 
fhaken,  it  would  inevitably  occafion  the  down- 

*'  foraetimes  general  through  a  whole  mercantile  town,  and 
*•  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood.  Over  trading  is  the 
**  common  caufe  of  it.  Sober  men  whofe  projecls  have  been 
41  difproportioned  to  their  capitals,  are  as  likely  to  have  nei- 
"  ther  wherewithal  to  buy  money,  nor  credit  to  borrow  it, 
41  as  prodigals  whofe  expence  has  been  difproportioned  to 
**  their  revenue.  Before  their  projects  can  be  brought  to 
"  bear,  their  flock  is  gone  and  their  credit  with  it.  They 
M  run  about  every  where  to  borrow  money,  and  every  body 
*'  tells  them  th»r  they  have  none  to  lend.  " 

Smith  on  the  Wtaltb  of  tfatitns.     B.  IV.  C  I. 
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fall  of  all  thofe  fabrics  which  were  raffed 
upon  its  airy  bails.  Interruptions  like  thefe 
would  certainly  have  occurred  in  the  moffc 
rlouriming  flare  of  public  affairs,  and  would 
have  occaiioned  many  bankruptcies  and  much 
embarramnent  in  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
fociety,  but  being  unconnected  with  any  re- 
markable event,  they  would  have  attracted 
little  notice,  and  produced  no  general  com- 
plaint. But  it  was  like  wife  evident,  that  any 
public  danger  or  alarm,  which  could  in  any 
degree  affect  the  credit  of  the  nation,  ope- 
rating upon  fuch  a  flate  of  things,  would 
deilroy  the  whole  fyftem  of  mutual  con- 
fidence among  individuals,  by  one  rapid  and 
tr emendotis  mock. 

By  a  lingular  coincidence  of  extraordinary 
events  towards  the  dole  of  lafl  year,  both 
rhefc  caufes  operated  at  once  to  the  diflrefs 
of  our  commerce.  Speculation  had  been 
parried  to  the  utmofl  height,  and  reached 
that  irate  in  which'  it  mull  perilli  from  its 
own  exuberance.  It  had  been  fo  foflered  by 
the  new  French  trade,  and  by  an  unexampled 
exteniion  of  credit,  that  the  paper  circulating 
on  the  faith  of  individuals  has  been  computed 
3  ^  at 
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at  two  hundred  millions  fterling,*  ten  times 
the  annual  rent  of  the  whole  kingdom.  The 
firft  external  check  which  mercantile  credit 
received  was  by  a  failure  of  remittances  from 
America,  and  as  it  was  before  unfteady  from 
its  own  magnitude,  this  circumflance  mi<mt 
alone  have  overturned  it,  for  difirujl  very 
readily  propagates  itfelf.  The  houfes  con- 
cerned in  the  Ruffian  trade  met,  about  the 
fame  time,  with  fimilar  difappointments. 
But  events  took  place  much  nearer  home, 
which  widely  diffufed  alarm  throughout  the 
nation.  The  Jacobin  party  in  France,  of 
whofe  views  and  conduct  I  have  before  had 
occafion  to  fpeak,  began  to  threaten  openly 
to  new-model  our  government  upon  their 
principles.  At  the  fame  time,  no  inconfi- 
derable  number  here,  though  I  hope  not 
wicked  enough  to  co-operate  in  fuch  a  defign, 
were  yet  imprudent  enough  to  hold  fuch 
language  as  indicated  no  difapprobation  of  it. 
The  alarm  was  equally  increafed  by  the  def- 
perate  attempts  of  which  we  believed  the 
jacobins  to  be  capable,  and  by  the  pitilefs  ty- 
ranny which,  from  the  objects  in  our  ftreets, 

♦  See  Mr.  Wilfori's  Letter  p.  x$. 
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we  knew  them  to  exercife  at  home.  A  large 
fleet  was  equipped  in  the  ports  of  France 
while  we  had  none  to  oppofe  it ;  and  though 
its  avowed  destination  was  for  the  coafts  of 
Italy,  we  had  no  fuch  confidence  in  Jacobin 
imcerity  as  to  regard  it  without  apprehenfion. 
At  home,  obfcure  rumours  and  an  ambiguous 
fermentation  prepared  the  public  mind  for 
fome  itrange  event  :  and  many  of  the  mofl 
fagacious  and  obferving  looked  forward  with 
anxiety  to  the  probability  of  a  crifis  in  which 
the  firmnefs  of  every  lover  of  his  country 
might  be  put  to  the  feverefl  teft,  and  the  na- 
tion encounter  a  danger  to  which  no  period  of 
our  hiffory  can  afford  a  parallel.  Such  an 
alarm  as  this,  whether  well-founded,  or  not, 
(which  is  not  here  the  question)  could  not 
fail  of  greatly  affecting  public  credit.  Ac- 
cordingly, notwithstanding  an  exuberance  of 
trade  and  an  overflowing  revenue,  the  three 
per  cent,  funds  had  fallen  thirteen  per  cent, 
before  the  proclamation  for  calling  out  the 
militia.* 

*  This,  according  to  Mr.  Wilfon's  mode  of  calculation, 
oecafioned  a  lofs  of  thTrty-fwo 'millions  fterling,  which  muft 
be  deducted  from  the  fifty  millions  he  pjaces  to  the  account 
the  war. 

The 
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The  destruction  of  private  credit  was  now 
inevitable,  and  though  the  actual  bankruptcies 
were  by  various   fhifts  protracted   for  ibme 
time,   I   believe  no  poilible    meafures   could 
have  faved   thofe  traders  whofe  capitals  were 
not  proportioned  to  their  tranfactions.     The 
country  banks  were  univerfally  called  upon  to 
realize  their   paper,    which  was    impomble, 
from  the  diminution  of  circulating  calh  which 
they  had  occafioned  ;  and  the  greatefr.  part  of 
them  had  employed  their  capitals  in  doubtful 
fpeculations.     Some  of  them  had  attempted 
to  monopolize  the  raw  materials  of  different 
manufactures,  and  after  coniidcrably  railing 
the  price  by  their  competition,  had  now  large 
quantities  in  their  poffeflion,   for  which  they 
could   not  immediately  find  purchalers.     A 
greater   number    had  eagerly  caught   at   the 
advantage  of  difcounting  bills,  granted  at  dif- 
rant  dates  by  the  African  and  Weft  Indian 
merchants,  from  the  profpect  at  once  of  pro- 
fiting by  the  intereit,  and  of  circulating  their 
own  paper.     With  thefe  bills  they  had  been 
fo  abundantly  fupplied,  and  the   fecuri ty  of 
fome  of  them  was  fo  doubtful,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  in  this  feafon  of  alarm  to  raife  money 
on  their  credit.     In  this  exigency,  the  whole 

fyftem 
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fyftem  of  country  banks  was  only  faved  from 
total  ruin  by  the  interposition  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  who  affociated  to  fupport  the  cre- 
dit of  fuch  as  appeared  to  poiTefs  a  valuable 
property,  capable  of  fatisfying  their  creditors 
when  an  opportunity  mould  occur  of  turning 
it  into  money.  The  effects  of  general  cjiftruft 
were  feverely  felt  by  every  one  who  was  under 
the  necemty  of  procuring  a  fupply  of  money  : 
for  as  a  great  fall  in  the  price  of  the  funds 
was  expected,  and  confequently  extraordinary 
profit  from  the  poffeiTion  of  any  considerable 
fum,  thofe  who  had  ready  money  in  their 
hands  were  unwilling  to  part  with  it  on  any 
offer  of  moderate  advantage.  The  terms  on 
which  the  loan  raifed  by  the  government  was 
concluded,  fufficiently  prove  the  difficulty  of 
borrowing  at  that  time. 

The  notes  of  the  bank  of  England,  which 
had  been  ftudioufly  forced  out  of  circulation,* 
were  now  the  only  fpecies  of  paper  currency 
which  retained  its  credit.  They  now  began 
to  be  plentifully  diffufed,  and  fo  large  a  fum 

*  It  has  been  faid  that  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  had 
been  diminished  no  iefs  than  £7,000,000  fterling. 

in 
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in  sold  was  drawn  out  of  the  Bank,  that  it  has 
been  faid  fome  of  the  directors  (not  considering 
that  it  was  become  neceflary  as  a  medium  of 
commercial  tranfaclions,  in  confequence  of 
the  difcredit  of  paper,  and  that  the  demand 
would  ceafe  as  foon  as  the  quantity  required 
for  internal  circulation  was  fupplied)  confefled 
fome  alarm  for  the  credit  of  the  Bank  itfelf. 
The  confequences  of  fuch  a  confeflion  cannot 
be  exaggerated  and  need  not  be  defcribed.  It 
is,  indeed,  probable,  that  had  they  employed 
the  folid  credit  of  that  vaft  eftablifhment, 
early  and  vigoroufly,  in  fupport  of  that  of  in- 
dividuals, moft  of  the  embarraflment  fuffered 
by  houfes  of  real  refponfibility  might  have 
been  prevented.  We  know  that  k  was  after- 
wards in  a  great  meafure  remedied  by  the 
employment  of  a  fum  (about  £.2,503,000) 
for  which  they  might  without  danger  have 
made  themfelvcs  refpoafible  upon  proper  fe- 
curity,  and  in  the  maladies  of  credit,  above  all 
others,  prevention  is  eaficr  than  cure.  The 
detention  of  our  merchant  fleets,  and  the  ap- 
prehensions of  their  capture  (the  only  detri- 
ment to  commerce  really  occafioned  by  the 
war)  contributed  to  increafe  the  alarm :  and 
the  ftoppage  of,  the  trade  with  France  de- 
M  prived 
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prived  thofe  manufacturers  of  employment, 
who  had  been  working  for  that  market,  and 
could  not  immediately  meet  with  another. 

This  ftate  of  ftagnation  was  evidently  tem- 
porary, for  the  caufes  which  had  produced  it 
were  of  a  temporary  nature  ;  and  of  all  the 
fources  of  our  profperity,  that  of  the  French 
trade  only  was  dried  up.  What  equivalent 
for  that  we  may  expect  to  obtain,  I  ihall  pre- 
fently  examine,  and  now  only  obferve,  that, 
the  total  lols  of  this  trade  *  would  ftiil  leave 


**  Imports.  Average  cf 

£.  3  laft  years. 

In  1700     19,130,000"! 

1791  19,669,000  j>  19,476,000 

1792  19,629,000  j 


Exports.  Average  of 

£.  3  laft  years. 

20, 120,000^1 
22,731,000   [22,576,33^ 
24,878,000  J 


In  1790 
1791 
1792 
Remainder 


Deduct  trade  with  France. 


495,813 
546,0.57 

7I7?637 


•    586,502 
18,889,498 


1,228,168 


r  996,658 

^I»579>675 


Average  of  3  laft 

years  of  peace  with 
America. 
In  1773     12*675,000  "j 

3774     i3>346>°°°  fI3>6l2>333 
1775     i4,8j6,oooJ 
Ealance  —  5,2,77,165 


Average  of  3  laft 
years  of  peace  with 
America. 
16,531,000"] 

17,285,000  ^16,713,666 
16,325,000  J 

—  4,866,009 


our 
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our  foreign  commerce  far  more  flouriiliing 
than  at  any  period  previous  to  the  American 
war.  Our  agriculture,  the  great  fource  of 
national  wealth,  remained  entirely  unhurt 
with  all  its  vaft  improvements ;  and  internal 
trade,  in  comparifon  of  which  our  foreign 
frade  is  but  a  trifle,  had  iuffered  no  other 
check  than  the  diminifhed  confumption  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place  among 
the  traders  who" were  diftxefTed.  It  was  clear, 
therefore,  that  credit  and  circulation  would 
have  revived  fpontaneoufly  after  a  crifis  of 
more  or  lefs  duration,  but  it  was  in  the  power 
of  government  to  ihorten  this  interval  of 
diftruft.  and  inactivity,  and  this  power  it  wifely 
has  exerted.  By  inflituting  a  commifTion 
with  power  to  iffue  negotiable  bills  on  the 
credit  of  the  ftate  to  individuals  on  proper 
fecurity,  it  has,  without  the  rifk  of  lofs, 
enabled  traders,  poffefFed  of  valuable  property, 
to  convert  a  confiderable  part  of  their  capitals 
into  cafh.  The  efficacy  of  fuch  alTiftance  is 
not  to  be  eftimated  merejy  by  the  fum  ad- 
vanced j  its  real  effect  was  in  unlocking  pri- 
vate coffers,  and  bringing  to  the  aid  of  trade 
the  millions  that  were  hoarded  in  hopes  of 
iome  opportunity    of  enormous    gain.     The 

M  2  me  rchant, 
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merchant,    having  a  fecure  refourcc  in  the 
offers  of  government,  was  no  longer  at  the 
mercy  of  his  lender,  nor  obliged  to  folicitany 
afliflance  which  was  not  propofed  to  him  on 
moderate  terms.     By  this  means,  the  effects 
of  the  interruption  of  private  credit  were  con- 
siderably alleviated,  and  by  the  fafe  arrival  of 
our   commercial   fleets,    and    the   revival   of 
induflry,    they  may   now    be  considered   as 
nearly  at  an  end.     We  may  now  look  with 
confident  hope  to  the  profperity  of  our  com- 
merce, which  cannot  effentially  fuffer  from  a 
war  in  which  we  are  matters  of  every  fea; 
and  every  harbour  of  our  enemies  is  blockaded 
by  an  irreliflible  force.     But  the  mofldecifive 
proof  how   little   our   commercial   greatncfs 
really   Suffered  from   the   embarraffments    fo 
much   complained  of,  and  reprefented  as  fo 
definitive,   may  be  found  in  the  flate  of  the 
exchange.     That  with  Amflerdam  in  parti- 
cular may  be  relied  on  as  a  fure  criterion, 
from  the  extenfive  bufinefs  tranfacted  in  that 
capital  with  every  part  of  the  world.*     Du- 
ring the  American  war  it  fell  to  Such  a  degree 

as 

*  The  exchange  with  Holland  is  computed  in  Schellings 
and  Groots,  of  which  twelve  make  one  Schelling.    Thirty-fix 

Schellings 
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as  to  occaiion  a  lofs  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
every  remittance  from  hence,  but  in  this  fup- 
poled  feafon  of  unparalleled  diftrefs  it  always 
produced  from  five  to  eight  or  nine  per  cent. 
in  our  favour ;  notwithstanding  the  fums  ne- 
ceffarily  fent  abroad  by  the  government,  for 
the  payment  and  maintenance  of  our  army  on 
the  continent. 

We  fhall  indulge  thefe  hopes  with  more 
confidence,  if  we  confider  that  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged  is  in  feveral  refpecls 
favourable  to  our  trade.  I  am  very  far  from 
afferting  that  to  begin,  or  to  continue  war, 
for  the  benefit  of  trade,  can  ever  be  juitiiiable 
either  in  morality  or  in  found  and  rational 
policy  ;  but  it  is  fome  confolation  among  the 
many  real  evils  which  are  infeparable  from  it, 
to  reflect  that  one  ufual  calamity  is  in  this 

Schellings  and  eight  Groots  are  given  for  the  Pound  fterlincr 
when  the  exchange  is  at  par.  During  the  American  war  the 
rate  was  as  low  as  thirty-two  Schellings  and  eight  Groots  : 
for  the  Pound  fterling :  in  April  and  May  laft,  when  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  money  was  greateft  in  England,  it  varied 
from  thitty-nine  Schellings  and  feven  Groots  to  forty  Schel- 
lings and  two  Groots. 

cafe 
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cafe   wanting*    the   deilruction    of   external 

trade. 

The  flrfc  commercial  advantage  which  this 
war  affords,  is,  in  common  with  all  others, 
the  expences  of  the  war  itfelf.  Of  the  im- 
menfe  funis  which  are  employed  in  the  equip- 
ment and  maintenance  of  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies a  very  Imall  part  only  goes  to  any 
foreign  country  ;  the  reft  ferves  to  employ 
Our  manufacturers  and  animate  our  naviga- 
tion. This  is  peculiarly  ufeful  in  the  prefent 
inilance,  as  the  greater!  lois  our  manufacturers 
have  fuffered  is  from  the  ftoppage  of  the- 
French  market  for  clothing,  arms, -and  mili- 
tary ftores.  For  thefe  articles  the  war  has' 
opened  a  new  market  :  the  clothing  fabri- 
cated for  the  Sans  Culottes  will -be  as  ufefully 
con  fumed  by  our  troops  and  their  allies ;  and 
lhot  deitined  to  lay  Amflerdam  in  ruins 
may  be  no  lefs  profitably  difcharged  againfl 
the  ramparts  o£  Lille, 

Another  fource  of  gain  almofr.  equally  cer- 
tain, and  much  more  profitable  to  the  public, 
v  wdll  arife  from  the  total  interruption  of  the 
French  foreign  trade.     That  part  of  the  trade 

which 
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which  arofe  from  the  falc  of  the  produce  of 
their  toil,  mufl  be  diflinguifhed  from  that 
which  confided  in  the  exportation  of  their 
manufactures.  In  many  of  the  productions 
of  their  foil,  particularly  wine,  we  cannot  pre- 
tend to  rival  them;  but  of  their  manufactures 
there  are  only  a  few,  which  cither  are  not 
now  fabricated  in  England,  or  might  not 
cafily  be  imitated  there.  The  Englifh  manu- 
factures may  therefore  be  expected  to  cr-£ 
pofTeffion  of  almoir.  every  foreign  market 
during  the  war ;  and  to  retain  it  after  peace 
fhall  be  re-eflablifhed,  on  account  of  the  fu- 
perior  capital  employed  by  our  merchants, 
and  the  length  of  time  it  will  neceilarily  re- 
quire to  reftore  affairs  to  their  former  channels 
in  France.*  It  is  impofiible  to  afcertain  with 
any  precifion  .to  what  amount  this  extension 
of  our  trade  will  reach  ;  but  it  may,  without 
indulging  too  fanguine  expectations,  be  efli- 
mated  as  a  full  equivalent  for  the  lofs  of  the 
trade  with  France.  The  Levant  trade,  that 
to  the  Baltick,  and  to  the  diftant  parts  of 
Germany,  will  probably  be  almoft  totally 
transferred   to  our  merchants,  even  after  the, 

*  See  Tafefes  II.  and  III. 

4  refuo- 
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reftoration  of  tranquillity,  with  a  very  large 
fhare  of  the  Italian  and  Spaniih  trade,  both  of 
which  mufl  during  the  war  be  completely  in 
our  power. 

It  is  apprehended  by  fome,  that  when  the 
paper  money  of  the  French  mall  be  totally 
difcredited,  and  the  national  debt  extinguished 
by  a  bankruptcy  of  the  ftate,  the  extreme 
fcarcity  of  money  will  render  labour  and  all 
kinds  of  raw  materials  fo  cheap  in  France,  as 
to  reftore  their  manufactures  to  a  mofr.  flou- 
rifhing  condition.  This  reafoning  is  not 
without  plaufibility,  but  is  contradicted  by  all 
experience.  Superiority  of  Ikill  and  activity 
have  always  been  found  much  more  than  a 
counterbalance  for  the  cheapnefs  of  labour  ; 
the  chief  effect  of  which  is,  to  drive  the  beft 
workmen  into  fome  other  country,  where 
their  induflry  is  better  rewarded.  Labour, 
and  moft  kinds  of  materials,  are  much  dearer 
in  England,  than  in  any  other  country  of  Eu- 
rope, yet  our  manufacturers  are  able,  where- 
ever  the  importation  of  their  goods  is  not 
checked  by  heavy  duties,  to  underfell  thofe  of 
other  countries  in  their  own  markets.  But  in 
addition  to  this  consideration  it  mufl  be  recol- 
lected 


TABLE     II. 
EXPORTS     of     FRANCE     in 


1787. 


ManufaSures. 

Valu 

Provisions. 

Valu 

Materials  of  Manu- 
factures. 

Value. 

,rcat  Britain 

Lace,    Silk,    GUIs,") 
Perfumery,  Cambrics,  1 
Lawm,   Gloves,  Mil-  [ 
lioery                          J 

L.vres. 
7,361,000 

l-  Sicrting. 
306,708 

Grain,  dried  Fruits, 
Salt,    Wines,    and 
Brandy 

Line. 
ir},02.3,QQO 

792.833 

Cntton,    Indigo,    "J 
Spanifh  Wool,  Ma-    j. 
hogany           -             J 

Lie  res. 
1 1, r  79,000 

/.  Sterling. 
465,791 

Spain 

Hats,  I  ace,  Drape-'"} 
ly,  Gauzes,  Ribbons,  1 
Linen,  Books,  Furni-  j 

ture                                J 

26,582,000 

.,.07,583. 

Corn,    Vegetables,  "\ 
Cod,    Susyr,    Cinna- 
mon, Pepper,  Wines,  \ 
Brandies,  Sheep,           1 
Hogs,  Silt  Meat          J 

,2,56+,000 

523,500 

Pitch,  Tar,  Mules,  1 
Wool,  Cmton,  Silk,  5- 
Metals,   Leather         j 

5,249,000 

2.8,708 

Portugal 

Similar  Articles     - 

2,29S,000 

95.75° 

Corn,  Vegetables,  Hams 

I,6l2,00O 

67,166 

Cotton  re-exported 

8y,ooo 

3.5+' 

Italy  and 
SwuTcriand 

Similar  Articles,      "| 
with  Jewellery,             \ 
Glais,  and  Soap            J 

30,805,000 

..=33.5+ 

Cod,  Wheat,  Rye,  "1 
Sugr.r,    Cattle,     Oil,    I 
Wines   and   Brandies,  j 
Coffee             -              J 

35,723,000 

1,488,458 

Copper,  Lead,  Cot-  "\ 
ton-wool,  Spun  Cot- 
ton, Drying  Woods,  > 
Vitriol,   Gum,    3alr= 
petre,  Indigo             J 

,1,8.5,01,0 

492,291 

Holland 

Cambric,  Gauzes,    "1 
Gil-,   Furniture,          I 
Soap,  Millenery           J 

6,9^3,000 

2S9,291 

Coffee,  Sugar,  Corn,  T 
Honey,   Rire,     Dried  { 
Plums,  Wines,  Bran-  f 
dies                -                J 

j  I  °--i  300 

1,326,000 

Linfeed,  Juniper,  "\ 
Hops,  Leaf  Tobacco, 
(.uni,  Cochineal,       z 
Gall-nut,  Ocre,  Tur- 
pentine          -          J 

7,126,000 

296,916 

Germany 

Simi'ar   Artil  ics,      "l 
with  Jewellery,   Per-   ( 
fumery,     Articles  of  f 
Leather,  Hats               J 

39,14.6,000 

(,631,083 

CnfTce,  Sugar,  Oil,") 
Cheel'e,    Dry  Fruits,  1 
Salt,     Wines,     Bran-  f 
dies,  Cattle        -         J 

43,575,000 

1,815,625 

Garden  Seeds',  Coal,  *j 
Stone,   Slate,   Wool,  1 
Cotton,  Silk,   Flints,  j 
Metals,  Leather         J 

12,893,000 

537,208 

The  Northern 

The  like  Articles 

3,620,000 

'S°.333 

Coffee,  Sugar,  Oil,  T 
Dry  Fruits,    Salt,  Al-  1 
monds,  Wines,  Bran-  f 
dies                -                J 

69,092,000 

2,S7S,S33 

Cotton,   Indigo,     1 
Cork,    Gums,  Log-      } 

wood,  LeafTobacco  J 

7,139,000 

297,45s 

North  Ame- 
The  Leyant 

Paper,  Linen,  Gun-  a. 
powder,   Glals, 
Gloves                         J 

Light  Woollens,       1 
Stuffs,  Handkerchiefs,  j 

S.»583 
388,250 

Coffee,  Sugar,  Sy- ") 
nip.    Rum,    Arrack,  1 
Oil,     Fruits,    Wines,  | 
Brandies           -           J 

Coffee,   Sugar,   Li- ~| 
queurs,   Wines,    and,   V 
Syrup              -              J 

10,675,000 

8,  1     oco 

232,201,000 

414.79" 

33 7.8." 

i), 675,0.59 

Cotton,  Drugs 

Indigo,  DvingWoods, 
Cochineal,  1  artar, 
Minium,  Vermilion 

694,000 

28,916 
132,625 

■r.ni.coo 

5,104,62a 

59,363,000 

2.473.454 

Betide*  Puflei;  and  oihcr  foin  tg  the 


TABLE      III. 
GENERAL  ABSTRACT  of  the  FRENCH  EXPORT  TRADE  in   i?87. 


To  Europe,  including  the"! 
Levant   and  tlie  United 
States  of  America            J 

Afia 

Africa 

Weft  Indian  Colonies 

Produce  of  the  Soil. 

Produce  of  Induftry. 

Colonial  ProdutftionSi     j      Goods  re-exported. 

Total. 

LJirrts. 

93,782,000 

690,000 

4,306,006 

22,S9.,ooo 

£.  Sterling. 

3*9°7>S83 

28,75° 
179,416 

953.79" 

Litres. 

>33>4i3>o0° 
520,000 

7*873.°°° 
43,271,000 

/.  Sterling. 
5.558,875 

21,666 

328,041 

1,802,95s 

Livres. 
156,847,000 

Newfoundland 
Cod 
976,000 

£  Sterling. 

(>,S3S''-9l 
40,666 

L.vre, 
■40,387,000 
.6,2.9,000 
.0,654,000 

10,775,000 

£■  Sterling. 

1,682,791 

675>79" 
443,916 
448,958 

Livrcs. 
424,419,000 
17,429,000 
22,833,000 
77,913,000 

/•Sterling. 

17,684,540 

726,207 

95',373 
3>a4°,373 

la  .,669,000 

5,069,543 

185,077,000 

7.7>'.;+° 

157,823,000 

6,575,957 

178,035,°°° 

3>*5'>+56 

542,604,000       22,608,493 

*  In  this  Article  are  included  Slaves  fold  to 
Coin  fent  to  the  Levant 

he  foreign  Iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies 

Livres. 

-     559,°°° 

£.  Sterling. 
23,271 

2°3,333 

FISHERIES 

df  FRANCE 

i  PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  of   the 

FRENCH 

EXPORTS  in  1787, 

IN     I 

787. 

NOT    INCLUDING    COLONIAL    PRODUCTIONS. 

Livro. 

Livttt.       !/.S.e.li,.g.|| 

Livre,.       k  Sterling. 

Urns.        LcSte.ling.i 

Whale  Fiflicry 

-     694,000 

28,916 

timber    -     - 

166,300 

6,929 

Gloves 

428,900     17,870 

Liqueurs 

234,000       9,750 

Pitch  and  Tar 

LinleedOil         - 

174,800       7,283 

Bourdeaux  Wine 

17,718,100738,254 

Cod  at  Newfound- 1 

Garden  Seeds   1 

Flax  Seed,  Sir.  f 

988,560 

41,187 

Corks 

Other  Wine 

8,568,200357,008 

land,  St.  Pi,  rre, 

Coleleed  Oil  Cakes 

449,0001    .8,708 

Vinegar 

■3°.9°°|    5,454 

Miquelon     Ice-  > 

15,731,000 

655,458 

Hops      - 

105,600 

4,400 

'Sheep,  Calf,  and  Roe- 1 
Buck  Skins,  tanned  j 

2,705,200  112,716 

Cattle      -      - 

5,074,200211,425 

land,   and  Shet- 

Tallow    -      - 

.45,6°° 

G,o66 

Mules  and  Affes 

'.453.700   60,570 

land                     J 

Thread     -      - 

241. Soo 

10,075 

ISoap 

1,752,80°!    73,033 

Saffron      -     - 

214,900     8,954 

Hemp      -       - 

'  1  7,100 

4,8?y 

jAltnonds 

850,000    35,416 

Verdigrife     - 

5i;,40oj  21,350 

Wool      -       - 

4,378,906 

Salt  Meat 

487,700]  20,32. 

Cloth       -      - 

14,242,400593,433 

Herrings 

. 

-4,2S+,ooo 

178,500 

sim  .  .    . 

26.166 

Prcferved  Fruit 

i,;i8,6ooj  61,275 

Woollen  Stuffs 

5,6.5,800233,991 

Mackerel 

1 

,354,°°° 

56,416 

Candles     -     - 
Wax     -     -      - 

1  !1,9°° 

$07,800 

S.495 
.2,825 

Wheat 

Cotn  of  other  Sorts   - 

6,559,000  a7'3,329 
3,165,600  131,900 

Cotten,Lt!ien,  | 
Cambrics.    J  , 

19,692,000,^20,500 

Sardine 

Cordage    -     - 

268,000 

11,166 

Vegetables 

2,936,000 

1*4,333 

rrtnr.L-d  Leather 

1,280,800 

Olive  Oil 

1,732,400   72,-183 

Raw  ditto        - 

116,000 

4,^33 

100,000      4,166         Articles  amounting  to  left  than 

1 

Diliillcd  Waters 

6,770 

Salt 

2,322,500   96,770            100,000  Livres  are  omitted, 

5,001,000 

208,375 

Spirits  of  Wine 

144,700 

6,029 

Brandy 

14,455,600601,316              PnmMr.Ttung's  Tour. 
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lected  that  the  capital  of  the  French  manu- 
facturers will  be  nearly  annihilated,  their 
ejiablijhments  and  machinery  deftroyed,  their 
workmen  difperfed  and  flaughtered  by  my- 
riads on  the  frontiers,  and  the  whole  nation 
corrupted  by  idlenefs  and  enthufiafm.  For 
thefe  reafons  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
for  many  years  after  good  order  fhallbe  reftored. 
among  the  French,  their  manufactures  will 
be  in  a  very  languifhing  Hate,  and  chierly 
confined  to  the  fabrication  of  fuch  coarie 
goods  as  the  general  poverty  will  require  for 
their  home  confumption. 

Exclufive  of  our  manufactures,  many  of 
the  productions  of  our  foil,  particularly  me- 
tals,* may  be  expected  to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  which  before  were  furnifhed  by  the 
French;  but  this  advantage,  though  very 
confiderable  during  the  war,  will  not,  per-* 
haps,  be  equally  permanent  with  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  manufactures,  becaufe  the  French, 
after  the  return  of  peace,  will  long  have 
fcarcely  any  commodities  to  fend  to  any  fo- 

*  The  French  ufed  to  export  fome  copper  and  lead  to 
Italy  and  Suiflerland,  which  probably  was  a  part  of  what 
tksy  imported  from  Sweden  and  England. 

N  reign 
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reign  market,  except  the  rude  produce  of 
their  Country.  The  exportation  of  metals 
and  fome  other  articles  may,  however,  be  of 
durable  continuance. 

Another  very  lucrative  branch  of  trade 
which  the  French  will  lofe  by  the  war,  and 
by  which  we  may  expect  to  profit,  is  that  of 
their  Weil  India  Colonics.*  This  we  may 
confider  upon  two  fuppofitions,  that  of  the 
conqucft  of  the  French  iflands,  which  is  not 
only  very  probable,  but  is  to  be  deiired  for 
the  fake  of  humanity,  as  the  only  means  of 
refcuing  them  from  the  defolation  of  the  moll 
barbarous  of  civil  wars  ;  and  that  of  their  re- 
maining (except  Tobago,  which  is '-already 
taken)  in  the  hands  of  their  prefent  rulers. 
In  the  firft  cafe,  it  is  clear  that  we  Ihould 
gain  the  whole  advantage  of  their  navigation, 
together  with  the  immenfe  profit  of  fupply- 
ing  almolr.  the  whole  continent  of  Europe 
with  their  productions.  This  trade  ufed  to 
return  upwards  of  £. 6, 000,000  fterling 
yearly  to  France,  of  which  fum  we  mould 
gain   whatever   part    was   derived   from   the 

*  See  Table  IV. 
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ifiands   which  may  be  conquered.      la  the 
other  cafe,  the  vigilance  of  our  cruizers,  and 
the    internal   diitra&kms    of  thofe   unhappy 
colonies,  will  reduce  their  trade  almoft  to  no- 
thing.    The  conference  of  this  muft  be  a 
very   great    increafe  in  the  demand    for   the 
produce  of  our  own  ifiands,  which  being  in- 
fufficient  to  fupply   fo  large  a  confumption, 
will  be  fold  at  an  extraordinary  price.     In 
either  cafe,  the  crops  in  the  French  ifiands 
will  probably  be  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  the 
European   market  will  be   very  imperfectly 
fupplied,   unlefs   a  confiderable  quantity    of 
fugar  is  imported  from  Bengal.     Some  fmall 
encouragement   from    the    legislature   would 
confine  this  branch  of  trade  to  our  own  {hip- 
ping, but  unlefs  fome  favourable  regulations 
are  made,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  undertaken  by 
foreigners  under  a  neutral  flag. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Newfoundland  fifliery 
of  the  French  will  be  totally  poiTefTed  by  our 
merchants  during  the  war ;  and  in  all  likeli- 
hood their  mare  of  the  whale  fifhery,  and 
all  others  not  carried  on  immediately  on  the 
coafts  of  France  *     Thefe  will  add  a  very  vsu 

*  See  Table  III. 
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J  uabie  article  of  our  European  exportations, 
and  are  itjll  more  important  in  extending  our 
navigation,  and  increafing  the  number  of  our 
teamen.  Thefe  advantages  are  of  the  greater 
confequejice,  as  they  will  probably  be  du- 
xabie. 

It  is  equally  apparent,  that  during  the  war 
the  Eaft  India  trade  of  France  will  be  trans- 
ferred into  our  hands  ;  and  it  is  not  probable, 
that  as  the  commercial  capital  of  the  French 
will  be  almofr.  deftroyed,  they  will,  after  the 
refipratiori  of  peace,  find  it  their  interen:  to 
.  attempt  fuch  diitant  enferprizes.*  The  French 
eflablifhrnents  on  the  continent  of  India  mull 
fail  before  our  troops  without  any  considerable 
ilruggle  ;  and  if  our  government  think  the 
conqueft  of  the  ifles  of  Bourbon  and  Mau- 
ritius worth  undertaking,  the  forces  in  India 
will  probably  require  no  ailiflance,  except 
fome  {hips  of  war,  to  accompliih  it.-f* 

*  Trade  of  France  to.  India  before  the  revolution. 
Imports  to  France.  Exports  from  France. 

Livrcs.  ^f  .Sterling.  Livres.  ^.Sterling. 

34,500.000         1,43  7,500-  17,449,000        726,207 

)  f  See  Table  IV. 
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I  mall  laftly  mention  a  trade  which  I  ic|n- 
not  without  regret  make  the  fubjecT:  of  com- 
mercial calculation,  the  French  Ihare  of  the 
{lave  trade  will  probably  be  added  to  our  own 
large  portion  of  that  traffic. 

This  view  of  the  probable  increafe  of  our 
commerce,  notwithstanding  the  war,  ought 
not  to  appear  chimerical  and  vilionary,  as  it  is 
juftified  by  the  experience  of  the  only  former 
war  in  which,  like  the  prefent,  we  were  com- 
pletely mailers  of  the  fea,*  and  it  is  the 
more  fatisfactory  as  there  is  nothing  in  it  in- 
compatible with  our  recovering,  after  the  re- 
storation of  peace,  as  large  a  fhare  of  the 
French  trade  as  can  be  as  fafe  or  profitable,  and 
as  the  exhaufiod  ftate  of  that  country  can  af- 
ford. 

*  Account  of  the  Brkilh  trade  during  the  war  of  i  -  -6, 


Import:. 

Hxportf. 

*755 

-       8,722,000 

II,o0v,OC2 

2756     - 

7,961,266 

IJ>72°>545 

I757 

"      8,827,553 

12,033,207 

1758     - 

8,839,522 

12,922,809 

*759 

-      8,922,090 

13,947^82 

1760  •  - 

9,834,123 

I4>739>535 

1761 

-     9>54-3>896 

14,872,499 

1762 

-     8,869,568 

•r3»545'°4^ 

';63   - 

10,471,000 

14,106,000 

I  have 
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I  have  now  examined  the  evils  which  have* 
Affected  our  trade  ,  and  traced  them  to  their 
caufes ;  I  have  fhewn  that  the  war  had  no 
confiderablc  fliare  in  producing  them,  and 
that  it  affords  commercial  advantages  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  detriment  it  can  have  occa- 
fioned.  But  I  am  not  on  this  account  the 
lefs  willing  to  admit,  that  if  any  opportunity 
offers  ut  making  a  fecure  and  honourable 
peace,  our  government  ought  readily  to  em- 
brace it.  Mr.  Wilfon  and  all  the  difcontent- 
ed  here  altert  that  fuc.h  an  opportunity  has 
occurred,  and  actually  exilta.*  "  The 
V  French./'  fay  they,  iC  are  driven  from 
4C  their  conquefls  j  the  object,  of  the  war  is 
**'  gained,  Holland  is  fafe/' — But  it  is  evidenf 
that  Holland  is  fafe  no  longer  than  while  tho 
French  are  confined  to  their  own  country  by 
a  fuperior  force .-  what  iecurity  have  they 
given,  what  fecurify  can  their  prefent  go- 
vernment give,  that  if  the  combined  armies  are 
dii'perfed,  they  will  not  refume  their  former 
conquefts  ?  I  will  fippofe  for  a  moment  the 
majority  of  the  Convention  to  make  propo- 
liils  for  an  accommodation,  and  thaftheie  pro- 

*  See  Slr-Witton's  Letter^  ft.  35. 
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pofals  are  fincere  ;  I  will  fuppofe  them  to  re- 
peal their  decrees  of  general  hoftility,  to  recal 
their  haughty  menaces  again  ft  every  other  go- 
vernment, and  to  withdraw  their  armies  from 
the  frontiers ;  but  what  dependance  can  be 
placed  on  the  continuance  of  a  power  fo  pre- 
carious as  theirs  ?  The  fame  arms  of  trea- 
chery and  violence  by  which  they  have  fub- 
dued  the  party  of  BriiTbt  and  Condorcet,  and 
which  in  conjunction  with  that  party  they 
before  employed  againft  monarchy,  may 
from  day  to  day  be  turned  againft  them  by 
other  demagogues  equally  daring,  and  equally 
unprincipled.  Amidft  the  barbarous  triumph 
of  a  ferocious  banditti  over  the  captive  monarch 
and  flaughtered  nobility  of  France,  the  faction 
of  Briffot  ufurped  the  fovereignty.  With  lefs 
bloodfhed,  but  with  equal  courage,  was  that 
very  faction  condemned  to  prifonand  to  death 
by  their  rivals  of  the  Mouniain,.*  The  mock- 
ery of  a  decree  was  pafled  by  the  terrified  Con-, 
vention  voting  under  the  compulfion  of  le- 
velled bayonets.  The  fame  wild  ambition 
now  ferments  in  minds  equally  defperate ; 
the  fame  defigns  are  meditated  ;  the  fame  in- 

*  June  2,   1793. 
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ftruments  are  ready  for  their  execution.  With 
whom  then  are  the  allies  to  treat  ?  .  If  they 
had  made  peace  with  Le  Brun  it  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of 
the  pre  lent  leaders  ;  if  with  thefe  they  were 
to  conclude  a  treaty,  the  next  band  of  hardy 
confpirators,  who  in  the  flormy  fluctuations 
of  their  troublous  anarchy,  may  wreit.  the 
bloody  fcepter  from  their  hands,  will  :diir 
(lain  their  promifes,  and  trample  on  their  en- 
gagements . 

Trailing  to  thofe  engagements,  and denrous 
of  tranquillity,  the  allies  may  withdraw  their 
forces,  and  their  defenceleis  provinces  will 
be  open  to  attack.  The  profpect  of  plunder, 
the  enthuiiaftic  zeal  for  propagating  their  prin- 
ciples, and  the  wilh  to  divert  a  mutinous  army  >f 
and  an  uncontroulable  people  from  civil  com- 
motion, by  a  foreign  war,  will  urge  the  French 

... 
government  to  hoftilities. 

In  a  country  in  which  every  man  is  a  fol- 
dier,  armies  are  eaiily  aflembled  ;  the  na- 
tibnal  guards  of  Picardy  and  Artois,  together 
with  the  garrifons  of  a  few  of  the  frontier 
towns,  would  form  a  formidable  body  ;  and 

the 
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the   fortrefies  which   furround  the  boundaries 
of  France  would   furnifli  an  immediate  fup- 
ply  of  artillery  and  military  ftores.     On  the 
•other  hand,    the  troops   which  are   to   repel 
the   invafion    muft  be   brought   by    toilfome 
marches  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and 
the  artillerv  tranfported  with  incredible  labour 
and  expence  from  the  magazines  of  Branden- 
bourgh  and   Hungary.     Brabant,    a  country- 
little  capable  of  defence,  would  be  immedi- 
ately overrun,  and  fcarcely  could  any  adivity 
of  preparation,  and  any  vigour  of  refinance, 
fnatch  the   United  Provinces  a  fecond  time 
from,  impending  conqueft. 

This  would  be  the  ftate  of  things,  even  if 
we  could  depend  upon  the  fmcerity  of  the 
government  of  France.       It  would  then  be 
impoflible  to  dlfarm.     Our  fleets  muft  remain 
equipped,  our  armies  muft  be  cantoned  upon 
the  frontiers,  at  all  the  expence  of  actual  war, 
to  watch  with  jealous  vigilance  thefirft  move- 
ments of  hoitility.  We  fhould  purchafe  a  pre- 
carious and  uncertain  truce,  which  might  lin- 
ger for  years,  and  might  be  broken  in  afingle 
day,  at  a  cpft  which  can  fcarcely  fail  to  con- 
duct us  to  fpeedy  and  complete  fuccefs.     Its 

O  2  only 
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only  certain  effect  would  be  to  difunite  the 
allies,  to  weary  them  with  expectation,  dif- 
tract  them  with  mutual  diftruft,  and  exhaufl 
them  with  expence ;  to  animate  the  enemy, 
and  enable  them  to  confirm  their  tyranny,  as 
far  as  fuch  a  fhapelefs  pile  can  be  confoli- 
dated,  by  the  deftruction  of  all  who  venture 
to  oppole  them  in  France. 

But  it  is  neceffory  to  inquire  whether  any 
confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  fincerity  of 
the  French  rulers.  Of  this  we  can  only 
judge  by  their  former  conduct.  We  know 
that  on  the  7th  of  July,  1792,  the  whole 
kgiflative  affembly  took  an  unanimous  and 
voluntary  oath  to  execrate  the  Republic  \  we 
alio  know  that  all  the  Jacobins  among  them 
were  at  that  moment  plotting  its  efrablilh- 
ment,  and  we  know  by  what  fcenes  of  hor- 
ror they  foon  afterwards  actually  effected 
their  purpoie.*     On  the   14th  of  July,  the 

fame 

*  4*  If  the  enlightened  members  of  this  extraordinary  com- 
*k  million  had  not  prepared,  and  even  a  long  time  before  the 
*'  10th  of  Auguft,  thofe  decrees,  the  falvation  of  France,  of 
"  the  fuffenfion  of  the  king,  of  the  convocation  of  the  Convention, 
M  of  the  organization  of  a  republican  zniniflry,  the  revolution  of 

"the 
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lame  year,  they  all  fwore  fidelity  to  the 
King  ;  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft  they  tore  him 
from  his  throne,  and,  after  the  lingering  tor- 
ture of  a  tedious  captivity,  led  him  to  the 
icaffold.  We  know  that  they  afTume  the 
power  of  fettingaiide  the  moft.  folemn  treaties, 
upon  fome  pretended  principles  of  their  own; 
a  claim  which,  while  it  is  made,  muff,  de- 
prive them  of  all  right  to  confidence  in 
the  general  intercourfe  of  mankind.  Their 
religion,  as  far  as  it  regards  themfelves,  is 
indeed  a  fubject  for  which  they  are  not  an- 
fwerable  to  any  earthly  power  :  but  it  is  im- 
poiTible  for  other  men  not  to  doubt  how  far 
they  can  be  worthy  of  trull,  who  defpife  one 
of  the  itrongeft  ties  of  mutual  good  faith. 
The  rulers  of  France  have  firft  difplayed  to 
the  aftonifhed  world,  the  dreadful  fpectacle 
of  an  aflembly  of  law-givers  deliberating  on 
the  means  of  deffroying  all  religion.*     Other 

u  the  ioth  of  Auguft  would  have  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  Eu- 
11  rope  only  a  revolution  of  cannibals." 

BriJJot  a  tons  les  Republicans,  Oclober  24,    1 792,  p.  12. 
Such  are  Briffot's  own  fentiments  of  the  means  employed  to 
bring  about  that  famous  revolution  of  which  he  always  claims 
the  merit  of  being  a  principal  author. 

*  See  the  varipus  debates  on  the  national  inftrudtion,  and 
the  |public  recantations  of  the  clergy. 
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Iegiflators,  in  every  age,  have  felt  that  a 
fuperior  fanCtion  mull  add  its  influence  to 
human  laws,  which,  if  they  can  in  fome  de- 
gree regulate  the  conduct,  can  never  amend 
the  heart.  They  have  delighted  to  point  out 
a  caufe  which' , can  animate  afflicted  virtue 
and  fuffering  fidelity,  which  can  prompt  the 
fecret  hand  of  unfeen  benevolence,  and  appal 
guilt  with  terrors  far  more  formidable  than 
the  momentary  pangs  of  agonizing  mortality. 
From  a  jrovernment  which  difclaims  this 
fupport,  its  fubjects  mufl  look  for  jealous 
tyranny,  othe*r  nations  can  expect  only  perfidy. 

But  if  the  overtures  of  fuch  a  power  are 
it  all  times  to  be  received  with  caution,  that 
caution  will  be  particularly  necefTary  at  a 
time  when  it  has  an  immediate  intereft  in 
holding  out  delufive  promifes.  This  is  pre- 
cifely  the  cafe  of  the  French  government  at 
preient.*  To  obtain,  by  a  negociation,  a 
refpitc  of  a  few  months,  or  even  weeks, 
would     enable    it    to    fubdue    the   provinces 

which  are  in  revolt,  or  about  to  rife  againfl: 
its  oppreiTion  ;  it  would  probably  afford  the 
means  of  dirfufingjealoufy  and  diilrufl  among 

the 

*  In  September  1793. 
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the  allies,  and  of  deceiving  forrje  of  them  into 
a  feparate  peace ;  it  would  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  French  fleets  to  return  lately 
home,  and  convey  all  forts  of  fupplies  to 
their  exhausted  country  •  it  would  oblige 
the  confederate  armies  to  remain  inactive,  till 
the  winter  rendered  vigorous  operations  im- 
practicable. 

I  have  hitherto  been  reafoning  on  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  the  French  have  really  attempted 
to  open  a  negociation  for  peace ;  a  fuppofi- 
tion  which  I  believe  to  be  abfolutely  falfe. 
The  Convention  have  (hewn  no  difpoiition  to 
recede  from  any  of  their  claims ;  and  they 
have,  perhaps,  fo  heated  the  imaginations  of 
a  fanatic  multitude,  that  they  could  not  re- 
cede from  them  with  iafety  to  their  perfons. 
The  country  of  Liege,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Netherlands,  have  been  annexed  to  France 
by  decrees,  after  the  French  troops  were 
driven  out  of  them.  The  121ft  article  of 
the  new  conllitution  enacts,  in  the  fame  ipirit 
as  the  decree  of  the  15  th  of  December,  "  that 
"  no  peace  can  be  made  with  an  enemy  who 
"  is  on  the  territory  of  the  Republic  "*  This 

To  negociate  with  an  enemy  within  the  territory  of  the 
republic,  is  forbidden  on  pain  of  death  by  an  exprefs  decree. 

article 


(  "4  ) 
article  fecms  to  cut  off  all  chance  of  accom- 
modation ;  for  by  different  decrees,  the 
whole  Auftrian  Netherlands,  the  principality 
of  Liege,  the  bithopric  of  Bade,  Savoy,  and 
the  country  of  Nice,  form  parts  of  the  Re- 
public. That  thefe  claims  are  ftill  infilled 
on,  appears  by  the  fate  of  a  motion  lately 
made  to  evacuate  Savoy,  which  was  rejected 
by  a  great  majority,  becaufe  the  Convention 
owes  equal  protection  to  all  parts  of  the  Re- 
public. Are  thefe  countries  then  to  be  given 
up  to  the  French  before  we  begin  to  treat  ? 
or,  fuppoling  them  fo  moderate  as  to  be  con- 
tented with  the  limits  of  their  former  ter- 
ritory, will  our  advocates  for  peace  pro-, 
pofe,  that  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and  St. 
Domingo,  fhall  be  evacuated,  in  order  that 
the  Convention  may  open  a  negociatior\ 
without  violating  the  dignity  of  their  de- 
crees ? 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
may  be  obfer'ved  a  peculiar  animofity  againft 
the  Engli/h  government,  not  difficult  to  be 
accounted  for,  when  we  conlider  how  bit- 
terly their  hopes  have  been  difappointed  of 
infurrections  and  revolutions  here,  and  how 

feverery 
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feverely  they  have  fuffered  by  the  hostilities 
which  they  have  brought  upon  themfelves 
by  their  perfidious  attack,  but  which  fuffi- 
ciently  fhews  the  improbability  of  their 
making  any  llncere  propofals  for  peace,  and 
affords  fufficient  reaion  for  that  government 
to  be  upon  its  guard  againft  an  enemy  which 
never  has,  on  any  occailon,  fhewn  a  diipoli- 
tion  to  reconciliation  or  placability* 

It  is,  however,  obvious,  that  if  the  French 
can  perfuade  the  Englifh  nation  that  they 
are  really  defirous  of  peace,  they  will  have 
fome  chance  of  effecting  their  favourite  defign 
qf  exciting  difcontent  againft  the  government  ; 
and  therefore  they  will  not  fail  to  employ 
every  artifice  in  their  power  to  diffuie  fuch  an 
opinion.  To  this  we  muft  afcribe  what  Mr. 
Wilfon  very  ferioufly  talks  of  as  M.  Le 
Brun's  late  application  for  Peace  *  Mr.  Wil- 
fon ought  in  candour  to  have  told  his  readers, 
that  this  late  application  confifted  in  a  let- 
ter publifhed  in  an  Englifh  newfpaper,  in 
March  1793,  purporting  to  be  written  from 
M.  Le  Brun  to  Lord  Grenville,  and  fent  by 

*  Sec  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  35. 

P  the 


(     "6    ) 

the  intervetltion  of  a  commercial  houfe. 
Such  a  trick  (on  whichever  fide  of  the  water 
the  letter  really  was  written)  I  mould  have 
thought  unworthy  of  notice,  if  Mr.  Wilfon 
had  not  alluded  to  it,  and  blamed  Mr.  Pitt 
with  great  gravity  for  paying  it  no  attention. 
Our  miniftry  would  have  done  very  ill  to 
attend  to  zferious  application  from  M.  Le 
Brun,  whofe  power  was  then  in  fact  de- 
ftroyed,  and  whofe  perfon  was  foon  after 
profcribed  ;  but  if  he  had  beenferious,  would 
he  have  chofen  fuch  a  mode  of  opening  a 
ncgociation  ?  The  dcfign  of  this  letter  was 
evident — to  inftil  an  idea  into  the  minds  of 
the  ignorant  and  the  thoughtlefs,  that  peace 
was  really  prevented  by  the  haughtinefs  and 
obftinacy  of  our  miniftry.  And  had  we  not 
reafon  to  expect  attempts  of  this  nature 
from  the  menace  of  the  French,  in  their 
declaration  of  war,  to  animate  the  people 
againft  the  government  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Englim  nation  ?*  Such  appeals  the  Englifh 
nation  will,  I  hope,  receive  as  they  deierve. 
But  much  have  thofe  Englifhmen  to  anfvver 

*  See  the  French  declaration  of  war  among  the  addrefles 
to  the  Convention,  published  by  Debrett,  p.  1 63. 

for* 
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for,    who    contribute    their     endeavours    to 
render  them  effective. 

Having  feen  how  little  Mr.  Wilfon's 
three  firft,  pofilions  are  founded  in  fact,  we 
may  venture  with  lefs  alarm  to  confider  the 
dreadful  denunciation  in  his  fourth,  "  That 
"  an  immediate  peace  is  the  only  means  of 
"  preferving  our  commerce  and  our  go- 
'*  vernment  from  destruction."  Alarming 
it  is  indeed,  if  true;  for  I  have  proved  that 
an  immediate  peace  cannot  be  made  :  and  he 
intimates  to  us  plainly,  that*  "  unlefs  it  is 
"  made,  there  will  be  only  one  alternative ; 
"  the  government  mult  be  overturned,  or 
"  the  people  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
*'  hearts."  This  is  very  terrible;  and  he 
repeats  fuch  predictions  again  and  again ;  -f 
"  Abject,"  fays  he,  '*  as  the  temper  of  the 
M  nation  appears,  it  ivill  not,  I  apprehend, 
11  fubmit  to  utter  ruin;  and  I  pronounce 
"  coolly,  what  I  have  confidered  deeply, 
*'  that  nothing  but  utter  ruin  can  be  the  con- 
11  feemence."        Mr.    Wilfon's    coolnefs    is 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  59. 
i  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  34. 
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fomething  like  that  of  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary; 
but  an  Englishman  is  neither  accuftomed,  nor 
pleafed,  to  hear  that  the  temper  of  his  nation 
is  abject.  However  great  the  danger  may  be, 
I  never  before  heard  it  was  any  mark  of  an 
abjecl:  fpirit  to  encounter  ruin  in  an  honour^ 
able  caufc  :  but  if  we  had  abandoned  our  al- 
lies in  the  hour  of  diitrefs,  if  an  Englifh  am- 
bafTador  had  been  fent  to  the  French  Conven- 
tion, to  be  the  tame  fpeclator  of  their  fove- 
reign's  murder,  if  we  were  now  to  folicit  a 
precarious  peace  from  the  ferocious  Danton,* 
unfatiated  with  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  de- 
fencelefs  captives,  I  then  mould  confefs  that  the 
"fpirit  of  my  country  was  really  abjedl,  I  then 
ihould  blulTi  to  think  mylelf  an  Englifhman. 

But 

"*  The  character  of  this  man,  who  is  flow  all-powerful  in 
"France,  cannot  be  better  difplayed,  than  by  the  following  ex- 
tiarr.  from  a  letter,  fent  by  him,  as  Minijier  of  Jufticc,  to  all 
the  departments  of  France,  oh  the  3d  of  September,  1792, 
the  day  of  the  dreadful  maffacrein  theprifons : 

"  The  Commune  of  Paris  haftens  to  inform  its  brothers  in 
41  all  the  departments,  that  part  of  the  ferocious  confpirators 
«'  confined  in  the  prifons  have  been  put  to  death  by  the  people \ 
"  an  ad  of  jujlice  which  appeared  to  them  iadifpeniable,  in 
«  order  to  reitrain,  by  terror,  thofe  legions  of  traitors  who  am 
"  concealed  within  their  walls,  at  the  moment  in  which  they 
;'  are  going  to  march   againfl  the  enemy,  without  doubt  the 

*'■  whole 
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But  after  that  review  of  the  ftate  of  our 
commerce,  contained  in  the  foregoing  pages, 
I  apprehend  it  will  not  be  required  that  I 
fhould  oppofe  any  farther  reafoning  to  Mr. 
Wilfon's  predictions  of  its  ruin,  which  reft 
folely  upon  the  authority  of  his  forefight. 
Yet  it  will  add  to  our  confidence,  if  we  con- 
fider  what  heavy  blows  our  trade  has  fuffered 
in  former  wars,  and  how  quickly  it  has  re- 
covered their  impreflion  *  In  February  1778, 
when  we  had  no  enemy  to  contend  with,  ex- 
cept our    American  colonies,  it  was   proved 

«  whale  nation,  after  the  long  fucceflion  of  treafons,  by  which 
"  it  has  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  definition,  ivill  make 
?'  bafie  to  adopt  this  method,  fa  neceflary  for  the  public 
<'  fafety,  and  all  Frenchmen  will  exclaim  like  the  Parifians— « 
««  Let  us  march  againft  the  enemy,  but  let  us  not  leave  behind 
'!  us  thefe  ruffians  to  murder  our  children  and  our  wives : 
«  brothers  and  friends,  we  expeft  that  part  of  you  fhould  fly 
««  to  our  affiftance,  and  help  us  to  repel  the  innumerable  legions 
*<  of  the  fatellites  of  the  defpots  who  are  combined  for  the 

"  ruin  of  the  French.      We  are  going  together  to  fave  our 

«  country,  and  we  (hall  owe  to  you  the  glory  of  having  match- 
««  edit  from  deilru&icn." 

"N.  B.     We    invite    our   brothers    to    have  this  letter 

"  printed,  and  to  forward  it  to  all  the  municipalities  in  their 

1  departments." 

*  See  Mr.   Chalmers's  Comparative  Eftimate,  in  which  in- 

terefting  work  this  fubjeft  is  moft  ably  explained  and  illuftrated. 

by  a  great  varietVof  ftriking  fads.    Publifhed  by  J.  Stockdale. 
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that  our  fhips  had  been  taken  to  the  amount 
of,  at  leail,  £2,200,000;  and  that  above 
£  1 ,500,000  of  Britiili  property  was  detained 
m  America,  and  by  much  the  greateft  part  of 
it  totally  loft.*  Of  the  fevercr  misfortunes 
which  happened  afterwards,  the  complete 
capture  of  our  moll  important  fleets,  and  the 
conqueft  of  our  colonies,  I  fhall  enter  into  no 
detail,  but  merely  remind  the  public,  in  how 
Short  a  time  our  commerce  recovered  and  fur- 
paifed  its  former  greatnefs,  after  fuch  multi- 
plied and  aggravated  calamities. 

As  to  the  danger  which  the  war  can  occasion 
to  our  government,  I  cannot  underftand  its 
nature,  unlefs  the  French  are  fuccefsful  either 
in  their  project  of  an  invaiion,  or  in  their  at- 
tempts to  excite    difcontent,    and  propagate 

*  In  the  war  which  was  ended  in  1748,  by  the  peace  ©f 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  3,238  Britifh  fhips  were  taken.  The  ton- 
nage of  Britiili  fliips  declared  outwards  amounted  on  an 
average  of  the  three  preceding  years  of  peace 

Tons, 
to  —  —  —  —        476>9-tI 

on  an  average  of  the  three  laft  years,  to  -—       1,498,121 

The  lofs  therefore  was  more  than  equivalent,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  our  navigation,  to  the  capture  of  10,000  Britifh. 
lUps  at  this  time, 
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fedition  in  this  country  ;  both  of  which  de- 
figns  Mr.  Wilfon  no  doubt  equally  abhors. 
and  will  be  ready  to  oppofe  with  his  mofl 
vigorous  exertions. 

I  have  now  examined  Mr.  Wilfcn's  four 
fundamental  pofitions,  and  as  it  is  on  them, 
that  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  blame  the 
conduct  of  the  adminiftration  mull:  entirely 
reft,  it  is  not  eftential  that  I  mould  enter  into 
any  of  the  collateral  difcuflions  which  are  fo 
frequently  introduced,  yet  fome  of  thefe  are 
of  too  interefting  a  nature  to  be  totally  over- 
looked. The -firfl  of  them  is  the  confuta- 
tion of  the  refources  of  this  country.  Thefe 
Mr.  Wilfon  reprefents  as  in  the  moft  difaftrous 
ftate.  He  computes  that  a  land  tax  of  eight 
mill'ngs  in  the  pound,  and  a  tax  upon  the 
funds,  will  be  neceflary  for  the  fervke  of  the 
enfuing  year.*  Mr.  Wilfon  is  a  fevere  tax- 
gatherer  ;  but  as  I  have  no  apprehenfion  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  refort 
to  his  ways  and  means ,  I  think  it  unneceflary 
to  offer  any   obfervations  upon  them,    farther 

*  See  Mr.  Wilfon's  Letter,  p.  72. 

than 
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than  to  remark  that  the  funds  are  a  fpecies  of 
property  of  a  totally  different  nature  from  any 
other.  They  are  a  debt  contracted  by  the 
government  upon  conditions,  which  it  cannot 
violate  without  incurring  the  difgrace  of  bank- 
ruptcy. The  punctual  and  undiminifhed  pay- 
ment of  the  dividends  is  among  the  moil 
effential  of  thefe  conditions,  and  certainly 
could  never  be  infringed  in  this  country  with- 
out the  utter  ruin  of  public  credit.  There 
may,  indeed,  be circumllanccs  of  diitrefs  ima- 
gined, which  might  excufe,  though  not 
juftify,  the  violation  of  any  engagement,  but 
as  thefe  circumftances  are  as  yet  far  diftant,  it 
is  a  more  ufeful  as  well  as  more  pleaiing  fpe- 
culation,  to  compare  the  prcfent  abilities  of 
the  ftate  with  thofe  which  it  porTefTed  on 
former  occaflons,  when  its  exertions  have  been 
called  for. 

It  is  clear,  that  whatever  funis  any  go- 
vernment may  levy  upon  its  fubjects,  if  the 
income  of  the  nation,  after  defraying  thofe 
fums,  furniflies  a  Surplus  to  be  added  to  its 
productive  capital,  unlefs  its  expences  are  in- 
Creafed  in  proportion  to  the  m\v  income  fur- 
nillied  by  this  additional  capital,  a  Hill  larger 

furplus 
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furplus  will  remain  at  the  next  period  of  com- 
putation :  this  will  again  be  added  to  the 
capital,  and  as  long  as  thefe  accumulations 
continue,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  will  in- 
creafe  in  a  proportion  perpetually  accelerated. 
It  is  impoiTible  to  eftimate  with  precifion,  the 
progrefs  of  national  riches,  as  they  arife  from 
the  aggregate  favings  of  all  the  individuals  in 
the  ftare  i  but  it  is  not  difficult,  by  many  ob- 
vious circumftanccs,  to  difcern  in  which  of 
any  two  periods  of  time  it  has  been  moll: 
rapid.  If  there  have  been  extraordinary  fums 
expended  upon  works  of  public  utility,  if 
harbours,  bridges,  high  roads,  and  inland  na- 
vigations  have  been  improved  and  multiplied, 
if  numerous  buildings  have  fuddenly  arifen, 
if  cultivation  has  extended  over  waftes,  if 
(hipping  has  increafed,  in  a  manner  more  re- 
markable at  one  period  than  the  other,  no 
one  can  hefitate  in  deciding,  in  which  the 
national  capital,  arid  confequently  the  public 
power  and  profperity,  has  moil:  rapidly  aug- 
mented. It  will  hardly  be  denied,  that  all 
thefe  flgns  of  eminent  felicity  exift  in  the 
nation  beyond  all  former  example ;  but  fome 
other  circumftanccs  mull  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration, to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  triag- 
es nitude 
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nitudc  of  its  advancement.  If,  in  addition  t& 
the  vaft  fums  which  have  been  employed  in 
the  improvements  I  have  mentioned,  a  great 
capital  has  been  abforbed  into  the  vortex  of  the 
national  debt,  it  will  Ihew  the  extent  of  thefe 
refources  of  public  induftry  and  ceconomy, 
which  have  at  once  fupplied  the  one,  and 
provided  for  the  other.  In  this  point  of 
view  they  cannot  fail  to  excite  our  aftonifh- 
ment.  Between  the  years  1776  and  1786, 
.£.115,190,000  were  added  to  the  national 
debt,  yet  fo  completely  has  the  general  wealth 
kept  pace  with  fo  vaft  an  increafe,  that  the 
ilia  re  poffefTed  by  foreigners,  in  our  funds,  is 
underilood  to  be  much  lefs  than  in  former 
times,  when  their  extent  was  comparatively 
trifling.  An  addition  of  £4,864,000,  was, 
in  confequence,  made  in  the  fame  time  to  the 
annual  intereft  and  charge  of  the  debt,  and 
during  the  late  peace  many  occafional  ex- 
pences  of  a  large  amount  were  discharged, * 

while 

*  In  addition  to.  the  increafed  charges  of  the  national  debt, 
many  large  fums  were  raifed  during  the  late  peace  for  pur-, 
pofes  of  a  temporary  nature,  particularly 
Debentures  granted  to  the 

American  loyalists,  .  .  .£.1,991^00© 
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while  the  peace  eitabli  foment  was  more  eon- 
fiderabie  than  at  any  former  period.  Yet  the 
taxes  nccelTary  to  iurnifh  fuch  extraordinary 
payments,  have  not  diminifhed  the  comforts 
of- the  people,  or  injured  any  branch  of  their 
mdufhy.  On  the  contrary*  it  is  certain  that 
m  both  thefe  refpe&s  a  great  improvement 
has  taken  place.* 

There  cannot  then  be  any  reafonable  doubt, 
that  whatever  additional  taxes  the  ex  peaces 
of  the  war  may  require,  will,  if  judkicuily 
felecled,    produce   no  public  inconvenience. 

Of  which. before  the  beginning  ^>f  1793  there  had 

been  difcharged     ------      £,  i*&ajloqq 

Occafional  mifcellaneous  fervices  from   1786  to 

1 791 ----         929,676 

Armaments  in  1787,  1790,3041791     -  4;o'.c.oco 

-  It  is  impoilible  to  afcertain  the  funis  expended  in  bu 
ings,  canals,  road;,  enclofures,  and  other  internal  improve- 
ments, but  they  are  certainly  much  greater  than  in  any  equal 
fpace  of  time.  The  airy  and  fpacious  prifons  lately  ereded 
have  alone  coft  feveral  hundred  thoufand  p or.ndo.  Tiic 
canals,  a  fpecies  of  entei  prize  almoft  entirely  new,  have  btca 
Hill  more  expenfive.  Some  circumftanccs  which  admit  or"  a 
more  accurate  ftatement,  will  ba  fuund  in  the  oppofire  nb'.e* 

But. 
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But,  exclusive  of  any  addition  to  the  taxes, 
feveral  refourccs  of  conliderable  extent  may  be 
expected  to  arife.  Of  one  of  thefe  the  govern-* 
ment  has  already  availed  itfelf,  in  the  ftipu- 
lated  annual  payment  of  £500,000  by  the 
Eaft  India  Company.  Another  may  be  ex- 
pected from  the  increafe  of  our  Weft  India 
trade,  which  I  have  fhewn  to  be  in  the  higheft 
degree  probable  i  and  of  this  augmentation  of 
revenue,  the  burden  may  perhaps  advantage- 
oufly  be  thrown  upon  foreigners,  by  with- 
holding the  whole,  or  part  of  the  draw-back 
upon  the  re-exportation  of  fugar.  All  the 
various  branches  of  our  commerce  will  each 
furnifh  its  fhare  to  the  riches  of  government, 
in  proportion  to  its  ino-eafe ;  and  though  the 
temporary  embarraflments  which  have  taken 
place  this  year  may  occafion  fome  deficiency, 
we  have  the  utmoft  reafon  to  look  forwards 
with  confidence  to  the  future. 

The  revenue  of  1792,  exceeded  the  pro- 
bable expences  of  a  peace  eftablifhment  up- 
wards of  two  millions  ;  and  the  fpontaneous 
growth  of  the  permanent  taxes,  arifing  from 
an  increafed  confumption,  may  be  annually 
eftimated,  from   the  experience  of  the   laft 

years 
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years  at  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.*  From  thefe  facts  the  nation  may- 
judge  on  how  vain  a  foundation  the  fears  of 
the  defponding  reft,  and  how  little  we  are 
likely  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  our  public  prof- 
peri  ty,  while  we  are  armed  to  vindicate  the 
national  honour,  to  defend  our  constitution 
from  outrage,  to  protect  our  allies  from  def- 
lation, and  to  reftore  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe. 

But  however  ample  the  refources  of  the 
ftate  may  be,  the  continuance  of  war  is  una- 
voidably productive  of  fo  many  evils,  that  its 
termination  is  the  natural  object  of  our  moft 
anxious  wifhes,  and  the  fubject  of  a  juft  and 
rational  curiofity.  How  far  the  views  of 
France,  or  of  the  confederate  powers,  are 
likely  to  be  finally  fuccefsful,  we  have  now, 
in  a  connderable  degree,  the  means  of  judging 
from  the  events  of  the  prefent  campaign,  and 
the  fituation  in  which  they  have  placed  the 
contending  nations.  Jn  many  wars,  after  an 
expenfive    and    bloody  conteft,    the    hoftile 

*  In  time  of  peace  any  diminution  of  the  revenue  which 
|tiay  happen  dnring  a  war,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  fo  much 
additional  e*perice. 

i  powers 
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powers  have  found  themfelves  exhaufted  with 
expence,  and  enfeebled  with  mutual  daugh- 
ter, but  in  nearly  the  fame  relative  fituation, 
stnd  as  far  from  the  attainment  of  their  wifhes 
hen  the  ftrugglc  began.  Not  fuch  hals 
been  the  iRue  of  thele  hoilihties.  When  the 
'  ":h  Convention  decreed  its  declaration  of 
war  againft  Great  Britain,  its  armies  were  in 
poffefiion  of  the  whole  Auitnan  Netherlands 
except  Luxembourg,  of  Savoy,  and  Nice,  and 
of  one  of  the  jicheit  portions  of  the  Empire, 
that  which  borders  on  the  Rhine.  But  thefe 
conquefts,  which  might  ha^e  fatisfitd  the  am- 
bition of  Louis  the  XlVth,  formed  only  a 
fmall  part  of  the  plans  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic.* The  conqueff.  of  Spain  and  of  its  colo- 
nies * 

*  Thefe  plans  are  thus  traced  by  Kerfamt : 

*4  Afia,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  are  the  moft  advantageous. 
"  markets  for  the  productions  of  Englifh  induflry.  7* 

*"'  U  ~e  mxfi  attack  Lrjbon  and  the  Brazils,  and  carry  an  avxi~ 
'•  hary  army  tc  fippoo  Sultan" 

*  The  R.cpubl!i5  bf  Italy  offer  you  maritime  prizes,  ef  which  the 
•'  hj\  will  fall  on  the  Enojifb  commerce" 

This  cqmlly  fiiews  the  good  vjIII  of  France  towards  other 
Republics,  and  her  regard  to'  juftice,  for  neither  Portugal  nor 
thefe  ifores  arc  charged  with  any  hoftilities,  but  are  to  be  at- 
tacked for  the  purpofe  of  diftreffing  the  Engliflv  commerce. 


(     *3i     ) 
,  flie  iuVj ligation  of  Portugal  and  Italy,  the 
plunder  of  Holland,  the  invafion  of  England, 


and 


""  An  expedition  dire.-ted  againfl:  the  Englifh  Eaft  I 
"  would  at  the  fame  time  threaten  the  ejiahlijhmenu  of  Hul- 
«'  land,  the  important  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia, 

*  Ccyk;i,  CTr.  '' 

The  invafion  of  Spain  is  next  propofed,  and  (fays  he)  "  yotf 
c'  ought  to  march  to  Mexico  while  you  menace  the  Englifh." — 

"  If  you  pufh  the  ivar  in  Zealand  with  vigour,  you  will  nip 
«'  the  naval  force  of  the  Stadtholder  in  the  bud." 

u  By  tfttn&orting  100,000  French  into  England  vie  muj?  ter* 
«  ;?:///rf;v  rf*  quarrel,  and  form  with  the  Englifh  a  treaty  which 
*'  fliaU  regulate  the  defitftj  of  nations,  and  found  the  Liherty 
"  of  the  World:1  Extracts  from  Kerfaint's  fpeech. 

Briffot's  proportions  were  iroilar,  fee  Lis  Report 

prefented  Jan.    1 2th,  1793. 

In  his  letter  to  his  Conftituents,  he  exclaims,  p.  6-,— u  If 
«'  inftead  of  limiting  to  an  ignominious  defence  they  (the 
«  Minifters)  had  conceived  and  executed  fome  of  thoi'e  great 
«  expeditions  which  brought  all  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  prof- 
"  tratc  before  the  Romans,  what  a  noble  career  opened  itfelf 
"  before  our  eyes !" 

He  then  points  out  the  practicability  of  all  the  foregoing 
defigns,  with  others  of  a  fimilar  nature. — "  In  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  Englifl)  Colonies,  "  wbicb  it  was  fo  ecfy  to  have 
turned  topf)-:urvy."—k>.f?a  and  Avftr'ta  "  might  have   been 

R  humble  i 
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and  the  deftruction  of  its  difiant  pofTeiTions, 
beiides  the  complete  fubverfion  of  the  govern- 
ments   then   at  war  with    France,    were  all 
among  the   intended  enterprizes  of  a  fingle 
fummer.     And  though  it  required  no  uncom- 
mon fagacity  to  point  out  the  abfurdity  of 
fuch  defigns,  yet  it  was  impoflible  for  thofe 
who  confidercd  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
events,  and  the  dreadful  confequence  which 
mufl    inevitably    attend     their    accomplifh- 
ment,    not    to    look   with    the    deepeft    an- 
xiety  on  the  approaching  conteft.     On  the 
one  fide  there  was  indeed  the  grcatefl  profpect 
of  fuccefs,  from  the  fleady  efforts  of  fo  many 
regular  and  mighty  governments,  contending 
in  defence  of  their  very  exiflence,  and  fup- 
ported  by  numerous  armies,  and  powerful  na- 
vies, acling  with  every  advantage  of  difci- 
pline  and  experience.     On   the  other  fide,  a 

bvmhkJhy  the  Porte. Your  Mediterranean  fleet,  at  that  time 

»l  fplendid,  ccuid  eafily  have  fer/uaJed  the  Sultan.  " — 

"  Ireland,  whofe  movements  towards  liberty  we  were  bound 
"  to  encourage." — 

"  Such  were  the  projects  that  men  long  familiar  with  the 
u  nature  of  republic  ani Jin  propoied  to  the  Committee  of  Gene~ 
H  faJ  Befenre." — See  Brtfiot's  Letter  to  his  Conflituents,  p.  66. 

power 
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-power  appeared,  unknown  in  any  former  age, 
uniting  barbarian  fiercenefs,  and  the  irregular 
impetuofity  of   favage  multitudes,    with  all 
the  formidable  improvements  of  modern  art, 
directed  by  men  who  had  fhewn  no  fmall  fa- 
gacity  in  the  deftruction  of  their  own  govern- 
ment, and  who  were   known  to  be  under  no 
restraints  of  principle  in  the  means  they  em- 
ployed to  complete  their  victory  by  the  over- 
throw of  every  civilized  ftate.     The  leaders 
of  the  French  Republic  hoped  at  once  to  fub- 
due  refinance  by  their  arms,  and  enfeeble  it 
by  their  doctrines.     The  fame  arts  of  fubtlety 
and  delufion  by  which  they  had  fo  effectually 
milled  the  public  opinion  at  home,  were  ex- 
erted with  equal  diligence  in  other  countries. 
Thus  were  difciplined  valour,  and  a  fyftema- 
tic  employment  of  the  ordinary  arms  and  re- 
fources  of  government,  oppofed  to  enthufiaftic 
rage,  to  the  unexpected   operations  of  fertile 
invention,  and  to  the  daring  projects  and  m- 
fidious  artifices  of  a  band  of  remorfeleis   and 
fubtle  confpirators,    difpofing   without  con- 
troul,  of  the  opinions,   the  treafures,  and  the 
blood  of  a  mighty  nation.      The  object,  of 
the  conteft  was  no  lefs  than  the  wellfare  or 
defolation -of  the  world.     The  events,  of  a 

R  2  few 
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few  months  have  happily  changed  the  fccne. 
The  allied  armies  have  not  only  driven  the 
French  from  all  their  conquefts,  except  on 
the  iide  of  Savoy,  but  have  made  a  consider- 
able impreflion  on  that  formidable  barrier  of 
fortreffes  which,  in  fo  many  years  of  fuccef- 
five  victories,  re  lifted  the  arms  of  Marlbo- 
rough. The  reftlefs  demagogues  who  had 
projected  fuch  vaft  deligns,  have,  by  their  own 
instruments  of  evil,  been  driven  into  exile, 
or  dragged  to  public  execution.  The  fleet  of 
France  has  only  appeared  by  Health  upon  the 
ocean,  while  her  richeft  colonies  have  become 
the  prize  of  her  ahtient  and  dreaded  rival.*" 
Her  mips  and  dock  yards  have  been  the  prey 
of  riames,  and  in  her  cities  the  barbarity  of  go- 
vernment has  completed  the  unfinifTied  ravages 
of  war.*f*  After  the  moil:  violent  exertions  of 
the  ruling  power,  after  reducing  provinces  to 
a  defert,  and  ihedding  torrents  of  blood,  re- 
volt flill  rages  unfubdued. 

*  See  the  intended  operations  of  the  French  Navy  in  Bri-f- 
fot's  Letter  to  his  Conftituents,  p.  $i,.&c. — 30  Ships  of  the 
line  were  to  be  ready  in  April,  more  than  50  in  July,  fleets  to 
be  lent  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  Sec.  England,  he  ob- 
serves, did  not  legin  to  arm  till  three  months  after  us. 

f  Lyons  and  Toulon. 

%  Yet, 
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Yet,    as   the   republican   government   frill 
continues  to   maintain   idelf  in  France,    and 
even  to  oppofe  a  menacing  afpect,  and  a  tre- 
mendous force  to  its  numerous  enemies,   it  is 
necelTary  to  inquire  into  the  means  which  it 
has    employed,    and   the  refources  which  re- 
main to  prolong  its  refiflance.     On  the  firH 
it  is  eafy  to  form  a  judgement,    on  the  fe- 
-cond  it  is  necefTary  to  fpeak  with  diffidence 
and    caution,    as    experience    gives    us    little 
aid.     The  party   of  BrilTot  which    remained 
in   power  when  the  war  began,  depended  for 
all  their  exertions  on  the  emiilion  of  paper- 
money.       While  this    could    be     introduced 
without    much  depreciation    into  commerce, 
the    French    republic   was  enabled,   without 
impoling    any    burthens    upon    the    people, 
to  pour  forth   its   armies  in  irreflitible  mul- 
titudes,  and  to   increafe  its   expences  almofr. 
beyond  the   powers    of  arithmetic*      Laviili 
for  the  prefent,    and  utterly  regardlefs  of  all 
future  confequences,   it  difplayed   a  brilliant 
but  fhort-livcd  greatnefs.     In  the  beginning 
pf  the  year  1793,   the  paper  currency  filled 

*  Briflbt  computes   that    Cambon   added   in  18   Months, 

livres   3,ooo,ooq,ooo.    (120  millions  fterling  to  the  amount  pf 

;    paper  in  circulation.  Letter  tc  his  Conjiituenti,  p.  88. 

every 
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every  channel  of  circulation,  and  the  at-» 
tempts  made  to  diminifh.  its  quantity  by  in- 
troducing it  into  loreign  countries,  and  by 
promoting  the  fale  of  the  connYcated  lands, 
produced  no  considerable  effect.  The  war 
with  the  maritine  powers  contributed  to  di- 
minilh  its  value,  which  funk  fo  rapidly,  that 
the  extraordinary  expcnces  of  the  month  of 
May  alone  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirteen 
millions  ilerling.  The  apprehenfions  of  a 
total  and  immediate  dcflrudtion  of  its  curren- 
cy, obliged  the  party  (called  the  Mountain) 
which  had  forcibly  feized  the  government,  to 
adopt  meafures,  congenial  to  their  difpofitions, 
of  undifguifed  violence  and  open  bankruptcy. 
A  decree  was  palled  forbidding  the  circulation 
of  fuch  ajjignats  as  bore  the  effigies  of  the 
late  king,  but  permitting  them  to  be  paid 
in  taxes  and  in  purchafes  of  the  conhTcated 
lands.  This  decree,  which  was  a  direct  act 
of  bankruptcy,  had  the  evident  effect  of 
annihilating  the  little  revenue  which  was 
left,  as  all  the  taxes  would  certainly  be 
paid  in  a  currency  which  was  of  no  other 
ufe  j  but  by  deflroying  the  value  of  60  mil- 
lions fterling  in  paper-money,  it  reftored 
fome  credit  to  that    which  was    left.      The 

conhTcated 
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confifcated  lands  which  might  be  purchafect 
with  it,  though  of  immenfe  extent  (for  they 
have  been  fuppofed  to  amount  to  one-thinj 
of  the  kingdom)  were  of  little  value  to  the 
government  which  had  neither  been  able  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  any  rents,  or  of  late 
to  find  purchafers  for  any  part  of  them. 

Other  meafures  of  a  fimilar  nature  were, 
purfued ;  the  dividends  of  the  public  funds, 
were  fufpended  in  almoft  every  infhmce, 
either  as  belonging  to  foreigners  at  war  with 
the  flate,  or  as  a  contribution  to  the  public 
fervice.*  All  property  belonging  to  thofe  fo- 
reigners was  confifcated,  the  fubjects  of  France 
were  forbidden  toanfwer  the  demands  of  their 
correfpondcnts,  and  enjoined,  under  the  fe- 
vered: penalties,  to  bring  home  whatever  pro- 
perty they  had  fecured  in  other  countries. 
A  loan  of  forty  millions  fterling  wras  impofed 
by  a  progreiTive  aiTelTment,  fo  calculated  as 
nearly  to  effect  a  general  equalization  of  pro- 
perty. That  no  criterion  might  remain 
to  eftimate  the  depreciation  of  aj[ignatst    and 

*  The  interefl  cf  the  public  funds  in  France  was  eftimated. 
by  Chabot,  March  the  3d,  1793,  at  livres  367,844,947,  £.fter« 
ling  15,326,873.' 

no 
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no  fubititute  for  their  ufe,  the  circulation  of 
gold  and  filver  was  prohibited.  The  pre- 
cious metals  were  ordered  to  be  collected 
for  the  public  krvice,  the  agents  of  the 
government  fearched  for  them  throughout  the 
country  with  inquifitorial  rigour,  and  even 
proceeded  to  the  lait  extreme  of  unrefiited 
tyranny,  that  of  putting  their  innocent  fub- 
jects  to  the  torture,  in  order  to  oblige  them  to 
difcover  their  property.* 

By 

*  Thefe  fearches  have  been  made  principally  by  the  revo~ 

ary  am:\,  accompanied  by  a  moveable  guillotine  for  the 

puq^ofe  of  collecting  money,  and  all  Ions  of  provifions  and 

neceffaries  for  the  army.     Their  mode  of  proceeding  may  be 

learnt  from  the  following  account : 

"  In  the  firft  days  of  Brumaire  laft,  (the  end  of  October) 
**  feveral  accufations  were  made  againft  an  armed  force  call- 
"  ing  itfelf  revolutionary,  commanded  by  Turtot,  Aid-de- 
**  Camp  to  General  Henrior,  and  faid  to  acl:  under  the  orders 
'*  of  Milliard,  (Henriot  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  Nation- 
"  a-  Guard  of  Paj  -,  and  Maillard  a  leading  member  of  the 
"  Commune.)  The  Communes  of  Thieux  and  Tully,  and  a 
"  nuihber  of  others  in  the  diftrici:  oi  Meaux  have  been  the  vic- 
"■ tirhVbf  then* depfedatiorisri,  In  that  of  Corbeil,  the  fame. 
*A  crimes  ;■..  :,  but  with  fliocking  circumftances. 

"  The  9th  of  that  month  (October  31,)  a  detachment  of  25 
"  men,  making  a  kind  of  advanced  guard,  calling  itfelf  a  part 
"  of  the  revolutionary  army,  entered  at  10  at  night  the  houfe 
**  of  citizen  Gilbon,  a  farmer  of  St.  Geiy,  near  Corbeil,  father 

*l  of 
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By  means  fuch  as  thefe,  the  rulers  of 
•France  have  collected  a  very  considerable  fum 
of  money  which  is  carefully  referved  for  the 
purchafe  of  foreign  fupplies,  while  every  in- 
ternal expence  is  defrayed  in  ajfignats ;  and 
notwithstanding  meafures  fo  oppreflive  have 
been  taken  to  keep  up  their  value,   the  quan- 

M  of  fix  children;  and  7 1  years  of  age.  The  chief  of  the  band 
"  having  furrounded  the  houfe,  with  a  piquet  of  fifty  men 
u  compofing  his  referve,  afked  for  the  mafter,  obliged  him  to 
"  get  up,  and  demanded  his  arms.  His  wife  gave  up  a  fowl- 
"  ing-piece,  the  only  weapon  in  the  houfe.  They  then  feized 
'*  the  old  man,  beat  him,  bound  him  hand  and  foot,  and  put 
**  his  head  into  a  fack.  His  wife  and  two  female  fervants 
"  were  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  They  took  his  keys; 
*l  broke  his  drawers  open,  and  took  feveral  trinkets.  They 
11  then  afked  Gilbon,  where  is  thy  money?  If  thou  doft  not  de- 

"  clare,  the  Guillotine  is  at  the  door. Gilbon  begged  to  be 

•I  unbound  to  give  it  up  ;  but  they  carried  him  to  the  fire,  and 
11  placed  the  foles  of  his  feet  on  the  burning  coals.  Thefe  villains 
"  broke  open  the  prefs  pointed  out,  and  carried  off  72  livres 
"  in  money,  and  5  or  6000  in  ajfignats. 

"  I  muft  add,  citizens,  (fa'd  Lecointre,  who  produced  the 
"  proofs  of  this  tranfa<ftion)  that  the  terror  is  fo  great  in  the 
"  country,  THAT  THE  VICTIMS  WHO  SUFFER  OP- 
PRESSIONS OF  THIS  NATURE,  DARE  NOT  COM- 
"  PLAIN,  too  happy   (fay  they,  )~t<rbave  efcaped death. 

Gazette  Nationale,  December  15th. 

This  charge  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  never  more  in- 
jured into. 

S  tity 
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tity  iffucd  by  the  treafury  is    more  enormous 
man  ever.* 

The  fame  tyranny  which  directs  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  French  finances  extends  itfeli 
into  every  department  of  the  government.  To 
defcribc  its  horrors  would  be  eaqually  a  pain- 
ful and  an  imncceffary  talk,  for  it  often - 
tatiouily  difplays  the  moft  atrocious  autrages 
againft  humanity  and  juftice,  as  if  it  glo- 
ried in  the  deteftation  of  mankind.  Fear 
is  the  only  principle  by  which  it  rules,  and  a 
government  armed  with  ten  thoufand  daggers 
and  as  many  guillotines,  is  undoubtedly  very 
capable  of  infpiring  fear.  But  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  that  any  terrors  can  induce  a 
whole  nation  to  fubmit  to  be  ftripped  of  all 
their  property,  and  to  rifque  their  lives  at 
the  command  of  felf-created  defpots.-f  Even 
if  fubmiffion  is  unbounded,  the  refources  of 
oppremon    mult    loon    exhauft     themfelves. 

*  The  monthly  ihficiency  of  the  French  revenue  is  about 
12  millions  fterling. 

|  The  price  of  moft  commodities  being  fixed  by  law,  and 
paid  in  a  paper  which  is  accumulating  to  a  degree  that  will 
foon  render  it  no  longer  a  fign  of  value,  a  virtual  deftrudtion 
&f  all  property  ha;  taken  place. 

3  Induftry 
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Induftry  muft  ceafe,  where  its  fpring,  the 
principle  of  property,  is  deftroyed.  Every 
production  of  human  art,  the  offspring  of 
induftry,  muft  perim  with  its  parent.  The 
elegancies  and  comforts  of  civilized  life  are 
already  loft  in  France,  the  mere  neceifaries 
of  animal  exiftence  are  becoming  icarce,  and 
foon  will  difappear. 

The  object  of  the  government  is  to  form  a 
people  completely  military.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  whole  nation  has  been  ordered  to 
take  arms,  and  vaft  multitudes  have  been 
moved  to  the  frontiers  by  the  allurements  of 
immenfe  diftributions  of  ajjignats,  or  the 
dread   of  rigorous   punifhment.*      The  im- 

pulfe 

*  Refolution  of  the  department  of  Herault,  approved  by 
the  Convention,  September  20,   1793. 

"  All  fathers  and  mothers  fhall  be  bound  to  declare  the 
"  place  of  abode  of  their  children,  iummoned  by  requi- 
M  fition. 

"  Citizens  are  forbidden  to  harbour  or  conceal  any  of  thofe 
"  young  men. 

"  The  light-horfemen  fliail  be  authorifed  to  arrejl  all  thofe 
"  who  Jhall  appear  to  them  to  have  been  put  in  requifition  j  to 

S  2  "  lodge 
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pulfe  of  thefe  immenfe  bodies,  animated 
with  the  hopes  of  plunder,  and  the  intoxica- 
tion of  ftrong  liquors,  has  in  fome  inftances 
produced  a  confiderable  effect.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  fubfiftence,  which  never 
fails  to.  impede  the  operations  of  very  nume- 
rous armies,  mull  adt  with  peculiar  force 
againft  thefe  unwieldy  maflcs,  untrained  to 
fubordination,  and  incapable  of  a  regular 
fyftem  of  fupply.  Their  efforts  muft  be  ra- 
pid and  defultory,  and  every  movement  they 
make  muft  contribute  to  render  all  future  ex- 
ertions impracticable  by  exhaufting  the  pro- 
vinces through  which  they  pais.  It  is  not 
probable  that  this  fyftem  of  violent  enroll- 
ment can  furvive  the  ruin  of  the  French 
finances,  by  the  profufion  of  which  it  has 
hitherto  been  fupported.*     But  even  if  the 

"  lodge  them  in  a  gaoly  if  they  endeavour  to  efcape  from  the 
"  decree  of  requilition. 

"  The  municipalities  mall  be  bound  upon  their  refpon- 
,s  fibility  to  make  domiciliary  vifits  tivicc  a  wc$k  in  order  to 
"  dilcover  deferters." 

*  The  French  armies  fince  the  revolution  have  received 
confiderably  more  than  double  their  ancient  pay,  and  having 
arms  in  their  hands,  know  very  well  how  to  enforce  the  law 
which  fixes  the  price  of  commodities. 

ardent 
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ardent  zeal  of  the  French  armies  is  fuppofed 
to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  pay,- it  cannot 
re'iift  the  impremons  of  immediate  diftrefs. 
A  country  in  which  indultry  is  oppreiTed  by 
rapine,  will  foon  ceafe  to  produce  prey  for 
its  fpoilers,  and  the  miferable  refources  of 
fraud  and  pillage  will  very  feebly,  affift  the 
government  in  its  endeavours  to  procure  fo- 
reign fupplies.* 

The  difaffection  of  the  military  force, 
whether  it  (hews  itfelf  in  the  form  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  confederate  powers,  or  of  an  in- 
ternal declaration  in  favour  of  Royalty,  muff 
be  equally  destructive  to  the  prefent  iyftem  of 
democratic  tyranny.  That  the  rulers  are  not 
without  appreheniions  of  it,  appears  not  only 
from  the  jealoufy  mown  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  frontier  towns,  but  from  the  vifible  refolu- 
tion  to  deftroy  the  force  of  all  the  great  provin- 
cial cities ;  two  have  been  ordered  to  be  razed 
to  their   foundations,    others  have  been  fub- 

*  The  lateft  accounts  from  France  give  reafon  to  appre- 
hend a  general  famine  this  year,  as  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
provifion  of  corn  is  not  fuflicient  to  laft  beyond  March,  and 
the  consumption  is  very  great,  owing  to  the  abfurd  law  for  re- 
gulating the  price  or  neceflaries  and  the  wants  of  the  ar- 
mies. 

dued 
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clued  by  maffacre  and  confi  feat  ion.*  By  this 
means  they  hope  to  deftroy  the  feeds  of  any 
oppolition  to  the  power  of  Paris  on  which 
their  own  dominion  is  eftabli  fried.  But  the 
refources  of  Paris,  though  great,  are  not  in- 
exhauftible,  and  have  long  been  drained  by 
the  moft  rigorous  oppreiTion  :  and  a  capital 
which  derives  its  fubfiftence  from  the  rapine 
of  the  revolutionary  army,  cannot  long  hope 
to  be  fecure  from  want ;  its  ferocious  and 
deluded  populace  will  then  become  the  terrible 
miniftcrs  of  vengeance  on  thofe  leaders  who 
have  fo  long  been  the  inflamers  of  their  paf- 
fions,  and  the  inftigators  of  their  crimes. 

But  fome  perfons  are  apprehensive,  and 
more  affect  to  be  fo,  that  the  refources  of  the 
allies  will  be  exhaufted  before  thefe  changes 
can  take  place.  Thofe  of  our  own  nation  I 
have  conlidered.  The  Emperor,  the  prin- 
cipal of  our  continental  allies,  though  frail 
embarrafTed  by  the  expences  of  the  Turkifh 
war,  pofTefTes  the  means  of  exerting  a  pro- 
digious force.  The  Auftrian  troops  are 
equally  numerous  and   hardy,  and  are  accuf- 

f  Bourdeaux,  Rouen,  Marfeilles,  Strafbourg,  &c. 

tomed 
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tomed  to  ferve  upon  a  very  trifling  pay.  Ari 
inexhauftible  fund  of  recruits  may  be  drawn 
from  Hungary,  and  the  Sclavonian  regions  ; 
and  the  expences  of  conveying  the  heavy 
artillery  to  the  feat  of  war,  having  been  once 
incurred,  will  not  require  repetition  :  nor  are 
his  finances,  though  fo  contemptuoufly 
fpoken  of  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  by  any  means  in 
an  alarming  Hate  ;*  his  revenues  amount  to 
about  £.9,250,000  fterling,  and  in  1788  were 
only  charged  with  a  debt  of  jf , 22, 000, 000. 
He  may  therefore  be  confidently  faid  to  have 
much  greater  pecuniary  refources  than  any 
of  his  predecelfors  ever  had,  except  the  late 
Emperor   Jofeph,    in  the  latter   part  of  his 


reign. 


The  king  of  Pruflia  is  known  to  defray  his 
expences  from  the  treafure  accumulated  by 
the  late  king ;  and  therefore  not  to  have  im- 
mediate occafion  to  refort  to  taxation,  or  to 
loans. 

*  Mr.  Wilfon  fays  that  the  Emperor  gives  nine  per  cent,  for 
the  money  he  borrows  ;  where  he  gets  his  information  I  do 
not  know  all :  the  loans  I  am  acquainted  with  have  been 
made  at  the  intereft  of  4$  per  cent,  the  principal  to  be  paid  in 
ten  years. 

The 


(     i-46     ) 

The  Dutch  republic,  though  heavily  taxed, 
is  able  to  raife  large  fums  on  very  eafy  terms, 
from  the  great  extent  of  its  commercial 
capital. 

The  king  of  Sardinia,  whofe  revenues  are 
fmall,  neceiTarily  requires  fome  pecuniary 
affiftance,  which  will  be  thought  very  wifely 
afforded  if  we  coniider  the  great  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  a  vigorous  em- 
ployment of  his  forces.  His  dominions 
-comprife  the  principal  paffes  of  the  Alps, 
and  have  always  been  confidered  as  the  key  of 
Italy,  a  country,  the  pillage  of  which N  would 
afford  great  refources  to  the  French  ravagers, 
and  which  could  not  oppofe  a  very,  effectual 
refinance  to  an  invasion ;  while  from  their 
proximity  to  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
France,  they  afford  every  advantage  to  any 
-enterprize  which  may  be  undertaken  againfl 
them. 

I  have  now  only  to  mention  the  refources 
of  Spain,  which,  both  in  refpect  to  finance, 
and  to  military  and  naval  force,  are  known 
to   be  in  a   ftate  more  profperous  than  that 

country 
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country   has    experienced    for  many   genera- 
tions. 

Thus  I  have  fhewn  that  the  war,  far  from 
being  caufed  by  the  ambition  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  Englifli  cabinet,  is  folely  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  reftlefs  machinations  and 
violent  aggreffion  of  the  French.  Forgetful 
of  ancient  animoiitv,  all  parties  here  con- 
curred in  the  fincerity  of  their  wifhes  for 
the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  their  rival 
nation,  however  they  might  differ  in  their 
judgement  of  particular  characters  and  mea- 
fures.  Amidft  the  weaknefs  and  diffractions 
of  the  French,  the  name  of  England  was 
never  heard  but  as  the  refuge  of  mifery,  the 
companionate  protectrefs  of  affliction  and 
diftrefs. 

I  have  (hewn  that  the  evils  frequently 
attributed  to  the  war,  have  either  no  real 
exiftence,  or  are  derived  from  other  caufes; 
and  that  none  are  to  be  apprehended  capable 
of  materially  affecting  the  public  profpejity, 
which,  in  times  of  real  danger,  has  rifen 
fuperior  to  fo  many  calamities.  I  have 
fhewn  that  jhe  prefent  contefl  is  likely  to  be 

T  fhort, 
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fhort,  and  that  the  nation  may  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  a  fituation  Itill  more  flou- 


rifhing. 


But  it  muft  never  be  forgotten,  that  the 
bafis  of  all  our  welfare  is  a  conftitution 
which  enfurcs  public  tranquillity,  and  pre- 
ferves  the  rights  of  property  and  perfonal 
liberty  inviolable.  If  this  is  injured  by  the 
wild  attempts  of  innovation,  that  profperity 
may  be  deilroyed,  which  has  neither  decayed 
by  the  lapfe  of  ages,  nor  been  fhaken  by  the 
florins  of  war.  The  fpirit  of  our  laws,  dif- 
fufing  equal  protection  over  all,  has  animated 
induitry  with  elaftic  vigour,  and  tanned  the 
brighten:  flames  of  genius.  This  venerable 
depoiit,  guarded  by  the  wiidom  and  patriotifm 
of  our  anceftors,  is  now  committed  to  our 
care,  and  we  are  to  determine  for  ourfelves 
and  cur  pofterity,  whether  it  is  more  glorious 
to  remain  the  genuine  countrymen  of  Alfred, 
of  Newton,  and  of  Locke,  or  to  bow  in  the 
French  Pantheon  among  the  ivorjjjippers  of 
Roufieau  and  Voltaire. 


APPENDIX. 
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I  DID  not  think  it  advifeable  to  interrupt 
the  narrative  of  the  events  which  occa- 
sioned the  war  between  France  and  Auftria, 
by  an  account  of  the  negociations  that  were 
carried  on  between  thofe  powers  ;  but  as  they 
tend  to  illuftrate  the  iubjccT,  I  have  added  a 
fhort  abftract  of  them  by  vvay  of  appendix. 

In  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  Signed  Oc- 
tober % 4th,  1648,  the  Sovereignty  of  Alface, 
and  part  of  Lorrain,  is  ceded  to  the  crown  of 
France;*  but  the  rights  and  pofleflions  be- 
longing to  Several  princes  of  the  empire  in  thefe 
countries  are  guaranteed  to  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  were  enjoyed  before   the  war 

*  See  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  articles  feventy-one  and 

;-.:y-three. 
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then  concluded.*     The  decree  patted  by  the 
National  AiTembly  of  France,  on  the  6th   of 
Auguft,    1 789,    and    the    fubfeqiieht   decrees 
for   abolifhing    feudal    md    manerial    rights, 
which  was  the  nature  of   moil   of   theie  pof- 
fefiions,     were  carried    into  immediate   exe- 
cution,    as   well  with  regard    to   the   pofTef- 
flons  of  thofe  princes,   as  to  thole  of  the  fub- 
jects    of  France.       The    princes    who    were 
aggrieved,  applied  for  the  protection  of  the 
Emperor,   who   wrote  to  the  king  ot  France 
on  the   fubject,    December  14,    1790.     The 
French   government    refilled    to    re  (lore    the 
rights  claimed,  but  offered  to  enter  into  anc- 
gociation  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  an  equi- 
valent.    This  was   deemed  un  fat  is  factory  by 
the  German  princes,   who   infilled  on  preli- 
minary reftitution.     The  fubjed:  was  in  con- 
fequence  referred  to  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  by 
an    Imperial    commiilion,     dated    April    26, 
1 791  .The  6th  of  Auguft,  in  the  fame  year,  the 
diet  came  to  a  refolution  to  demand  the  exacl: 
obfervance  of  the  treaties,  and  to  requefr.  the 

*  Particularly  the  princes  of  Wirtemberg,  article  thirty- 
three,  and  the  bifhops  of  Strafbourg  and  Bade,  and  feveral 
ether  princes,  'fpecified  in  article  ninety -two.  See  alfo  the 
third,  eighth,  eleventh,  and  thirteenth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  RifwycR,  September  20th,  169;. 

4  Emperor 
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Emperor  to  enter  into  fuch  negociations  as  he 
might  judge  aJvifeable  for  that  purpole,  and  to 
take  the  meaiures  necefTary  for  re-eilabli  filing 
good  order  in  the  different  circles,  and  of  pro- 
viding them  with  a  reipedtable  force.*  The 
Emperor  returned  a  civil  anfwer,  October 
23d,  to  the  notification  fent  by  the  king  of 
France  of  his  acceptance  of  the  conflitution, 
and  took  no  Hep  in  confequence  of  the  reiolu- 
tion  of  the  diet,  till  December  3d,  1791/ 
He  then  wrote  a  lon<r  letter  to  the  kin£  Gf 
France,  to  infill:  on  the  literal  obfervance  of 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  making  at  the  fame 
time  the  moll,  amicable  profeffions.  In  the 
mean  time  the  French  having  aiTembled  a 
confiderable  army  on  the  frontier,  threatened 
the  Electorate  of  Treves  with  an  immediate 
attack;  Prince  Kaunitz  fignified  to  the  French 
ambaflador  at  Vienna,  on  the  21ft  December, 
.1791,  the  Emperor's  refolution  to  protect  the 
Elector,  provided  he  difperfed  the  bodies  of 
armed  emigrants  in   his  dominions.      On  the 

*  The  fourth  article  of  this  condufam  takes  notice  of  the 
difficulty  of  negociation,  arifing  from  the  captivity  of  the 
King  of  France,  who  was  in  clofe  confinement  at  Paris. 

For  the  declaration  cf  Pilnitz,  which  was  ifTued  in  the  mean 
time,  fee  p.  36. 

6th 
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6th  of  January,  1792,  M.  de  LefTart,  the 
minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  announced  to  the 
National  Aflembly  the  willingnefs  of  the 
Elector  of  Treves  to  give  iatisfaclion  to  the 
French  povcrnment  :  yet  on  the  26th  Ja- 
nuary, the  National  AiTembly  patted  the 
following  decree  : 

I  ft.  The  King  dial  1  be  invited  by  a  meiTage 
to  declare  to  the  Emperor,  that  henceforth  he 
can  only  treat  in  the  name  ot  the  French  na- 
tion, and  in  virtue  of  the  power  delegated  to 
him  by  the  conltitution. 

2d.  The  Kino;  fliall  be  invited  to  demand 
of  the  Emperor,  whether  as  chief  of  the 
houfe  of  Auiiria  he  means  to  live  in  peace 
and  good  intelligence  with  the  French  nation, 
and  whether  he  renounces  every  treaty  and 
convention  directed  againft  the  fovereignty, 
the  independence,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
nation. 

3d.  The  King  mall  be  invited  to  declare 
to  the  Emperor,  that  on  his  failure  to  give  to 
the  nail  on  before  the  ifoj  next  March,  full  and 
entire  fati sf action  on  the  points  abovementioned\ 

his 
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bit  (Hence,  as  well  as  any  evajvue  and  dilatory 
anfwer9  will  be  conjidered  as  a  declaration  of 


4th.  The  King  ihall  be  invited  to  continue 
to  take  the  moll  fpeedy  meafures  that  the 
French  troops  may  be  in  readinefs  to  take  the 
field"  on  the  ririi  order. 

To  the  reprefentations  made  in  confequence 
of  the  decree  by  the  French  minifter  at  Vienna, 
Prince  Kaunitz  returned  on  the  17th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1792,  an  anfwer  of  considerable 
length.  He  firft  fhews,  that  the  orders  given 
to  Marfhal  Bender  to  defend  the  Electorate  of 
Treves,  if  attacked,  had  no  purpoies  hoftile  to 
France,  as  they  were  confined  to  the  cafe  of 
the  Elector's  giving  complete  fatisfaclion  to 
the  French  government  with  regard  to  the 
djfperiion  of  the  emigrants.  He  then  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  the  declaration  propofed 
by  the  Emperor  to  feveral  other  monarchs 
during  the  imprifonment  of  the  king  of 
prance.*  He  declares  that  fince  the  royal 
family  were  releafed,  and  the  royal  authority 

*  This  declaration,  which  is  infertcd  at  length,  is  the  fame 
in  lubftancc  as  that  of  Pilnit; 

reflored, 
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reftorcd,  the  concert  of  the  Emperor,  and 
other  powers,  has  only  fubfifted  eventually,  in 
confequence  of  the  appearances  of  diforder, 
which  gave  occaiion  to  apprehend  a  return  of 
the  fame  dangers  to  the  king  and  his  family. 
He  attributes  thefe  dangers  to  the  influence 
and  violence  of  the  republican  party,  which 
he  charges  with  an  intention  of  forcing  their 
country  into  a  war,  as  well  as  of  instigating 
revolt  in  the  Netherlands  and  other  ftates.* 
He  concludes  with  expreilions    of  the  Em- 

*  Whether  Prince  Kaunits  was  miftaken,  may  be  known 
from  the  declaration  of  BiilTbt,  then  a  principal  leader  in  the 
Convention; 

"  They  accufe  me  of  having  provoked  the  war !  and  with- 
*'  out  the  war  royalty  would  ftill  fubfift  !  and  without  the  war 
u  we  mould  be  covered  with  ignominy  !  and  without  the  war 
u  a  thoufand  talents,  a  thoufand  virtues,  would  not  be  un- 
'•'-  folded  !  and  without  the  war,  Savoy,  and  {o  many  other 
-4  countries,  whofe  chains  are  falling  off,  would  not  have  had 
w  their  liberty  !"' 

Brijjbt  a  tons  les  Republicans,  p.  8. 

"What  did  enlightened  republicans  think  before  the  ioth 
*•  of  Auguft,  men,  who  wiflied  for  liberty,  not  only  for  their 
Li  own  country,  but  for  all  Europe  ?  They  believed  that  they 
"  could  generally  eftablifh  it  by  exciting  the  governed  agaiuji 
u  the  governors,  by  letting  the  people  fee  the  facility  and  the  advan- 
''•  tages  of  fuck  infurrcflions." 

Brijjbt  to  bis  Confliiuetlis,  p,  74,  publifjcd  by  J.  Stockdah, 
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peror's  attachment  to  the  King  of  France, 
and  good  will  to  the  nation.  This  anfwer  was 
fupported  by  a  declaration  delivered  February 
23d,  by  Comte  de  Goltz,  the  Pruflian  en- 
voy at  Paris,  that  his  matter  would,  in  confe- 
quence  ofhisalliar.ee  with  the  Emperor,  confi- 
der  an  invafion  of  any  part  ;  the  ^mpireas  a 
direel:  act  of  hoftility  againft  himfeif.  The 
French  miniftry  replied  by  inftrudling  their 
ambafTador  to  declare  to  the  Emperor,  that  it 
did  not  become  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  French  nation  to  enter  into  any  dif- 
cuffion  on  fubjects  which  related  to  the  in^ 
ternal  affairs  of  the  kingdom— ^to  demand 
the  diffolution  of  the  concert  fpoken  of — -and 
to  offer  on  thofe  terms,  and  thatof  the  Em- 
peror's recalling  all  the  troops  lent  into  the 
Netherlands  and  Brifgaw,  iince  April  ift, 
1 79 1,  to  reduce  the  French  army  to  a 
peace  eftablifhment.*  Thefe  proceedings 
did  not  appear  fufficiently  energetic  to 
tkc  National  Affembly,  who,  on  the  nth 
of  March,  impeached  M.  de  Leila rt,  the 
miniiler  of  foreign  affairs,  for  his  want  of 
vigour,  and  fent  him  to  the  prifon  of  Or- 

*  Sec  M.  de  Leflart's  fpeech  to  the  Naiiojul  Afain My  on 
the  lit  of  Maich,   17:. 

U  lean-. 
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leans.  The  Emperor  (Leopold)  had  died  in 
the  mean  time  March  lit.  On  the  18th  of 
March,  M.  Dumourier,  the  new  miniitcrfor 
foreign  affairs,  wrote  to  M.  de  Noailles,  the 
French  ambaiTador  at  Vienna,  directed  hirn 
to  prejs  the  Auilrian  miniftry  vigorously,  ob- 
ferving  that  M.  de  Leflart's  difgrace  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  weakncfs  of  his  negoci- 
ation.  M.  de  Noailles  anfwered  by  deiiring 
to  be  recalled.  On  the  27th  M.  Dumourier 
reiterated  his  injunctions  to  M.  de  Noailles, 
to-  a?t  with  energy,  obferving,  that  if  M  the 
*'  declaration  of  the  court  of  Vienna  is  not 
"  very  fpeeJ)?  and  very  frank,  the  king  will, 
i6  at  the  return  cf  the  courier  which  you 
"  fend  back,  ccnf.Jcr  himf elf  decidedly  as  in  a 
*'  fate  of  war" 

On  the  1  3th  of  April  M.  de  Noailles  was 
alfo  impeached  for  indccifive  conduct :  and 
M.  de  Maulde  was  fent  to  Vienna  as  ambaf- 
fador  extraordinary.  The  Auitrian  mimitry,, 
by  an  official  note  of  the  iSth  of  March,  as 
well  as  by  verbal  communication  between 
Comte  Cobentzel  and  M,  de  Noailles  on  the 
4th  of  April,  denied  any  views  hoitile  to 
France,  and  any  intention  of  fupporting  the 
caufe  of  the  emigrants,  but  adhered  to  the  con- 
%  ceri 
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cert  as  a  meafure  merely  defensive,  and  which 
the  King  of  Hungary  was  not  at  liberty  to 
renounce  without  the  confent  of  the  other 
powers  concerned.  This  anfwer  appear- 
ing unfatisfactory  to  the  French  miniftry 
(which  rJuas  then  entirely  compofed  of  Jaco- 
bins) the  Council  made  a  report  to  the  King 
on  the  ncceffity  of  a  declaration  of  war;  in 
confequenoe  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  go 
xlown  to  the  National  Aflembly,  and  propofe 
it  on  the  20th  of  April.  The  declaration 
was  accordingly  carried,  amidft  the  greatefl 
applaules,  by  a  vote  nearly  unanimous. 

Froni  tlii 3  account  of  the  negotiations  carried 
on  previous  to  the  war  between  France  and 
Auftria,  as  well  as  from  the  facts  mentioned 
in  the  narrative  of  the  events  which  accompa- 
nied them,*  it  appears  that  the  French  declara- 
tion^! war  was  not  rendered  necelTary  by  any 
hoftility,  or  provoked  by  any  intended  attack, 
but  was  a  wanton  and  long  premeditated  ag- 
greiTion,  .ariling  from  the  ambitious  and  cruel 
policy  of  the  Jacobins.  Yet  they  have  ven- 
tured to  affert,  with  a  degree  of  obflinacy 
which  has  produced  no  inconfiderable  effect, 

.      ;  ^  ¥  iecp.  3$. 
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no:  in  France  only,  but  all  over  Europe,  that 
a  coalition  of  princes  for  the  invalion  ot 
France  was  the  real  caufe  of  the  war. 

It  has,  however,  happened  in  this  cafo 
|  which  perhaps  never  happened  in  any  other 
war)  that  all  the  parties  concerned  agree  as  to 
i^s  caufes.  The  Auftrian  miniftry,  ftrongly 
di {"avowing  any  hoftile  purpofes  themfelves, 
attribute  it  to  the  influence  and  violence  of 
the  republican  party  in  France ;  the  French 
Republicans  (as  I  have  repeatedly  fhewn  in 
the  foregoing  pages)  avow  and  glory  in  it; 
the  fentiments  of  thofe  among  the  partizans 
of  the  late  French  Conftitution  who  were 
heft,  acquainted  with  thefc  traniadioas,  are 
exactly  fimilar. 

M.  de  Noailles,  the  ambafTador  at  Vienna, 
concludes  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  April,  1792, 
with  thefe  words  :  u  According  to  all  my 
ct  notions,  the  court  of  Vienna  has  adopted 
Ai  a  plan  purely  defenfivc,  notwithstanding  the 
44  instances  of  the  court  of  Berlin  to  make 
"  it  adopt  another." 

M.4c 
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M,  de  Leflart's  opinion  may  be  learnt  by  a 
confidential  letter  written  by  him  to  his 
friend  M.  Necker,  from  the  prifon  of  Orleans, 
July  8th,  1792,  on  which  the  impending 
dangers  with  which  he  was  furrounded,  and 
the  fucceeding  atrocious  circumftances  of  his 
fate,  ftamp  the  authenticity  of  a  dying  decla- 
ration. He  complains  that  he  has  not  received 
the  papers  neceflary  to  compofe  his  defence; 
"  which,3'  fays  he,  "  will  be  curious,  not 
*'  on  my  account,  but  by  the  manifestation 
"  of  what  has  palled  in  foreign  courts,  by 
"  the  demonf  ration  that  no  one  wijbed  to 
"  make  war  upon  us,  by  the  unanfweriible 
*'  proof  that  it  is  rjje  who  have  provoked  it, 
"  iv ho  have  begun  it,  who  have  Jet  Europe 
"  aga'mjl  us."  This  defence  he  was  pre- 
vented from  ever  making,  by  murder. 

Such  was,  in  this  inftance  and  not  in  this 
inftance  only,  the  policy  of  the  jacobins,  to 
ilirle  truth  by  bold  and  obftinate  faliehood, 
and  to  extinguifh  evidence  by  maiTacre. 
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"The  tranflator  of  the  above  work  brings  forward  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  tribunal  of  opinion,  the  teltimony  of  a  witnefs  beyond  allexcep. 
tion.~  Hi§  competence  is  undoubted.  He  knows  every  tiling  whieh 
conceFns -this  revolution  to  the  botton>.  He  is  a  chief  actor  in  all 
the  fcencs  which  he  preients.  No  man  can  object  to  him  as  a  roya- 
lift:  the  royal  party,  and  the  Chriftian  religion,  never  had  a  more 
determined  enemy.  In  a  word,  it  is  BRISSOT.— It  is  Biiflbt  the 
Republican,  the  Jacobin,  and  the  Plhlofopher,  who  is  brought  to 
give  an  account  of  Jacobmii'rfi,  and  "of  Republicanifm,  and  of 
Philofophy." 
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"  The  Englifh  reader  will  draw  from  this  work  of  BrifTof,  and 
from  the  refult  of  the  Ian  druggies  of  this  part/,  fome  ufeful  leflbns. 
He  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  information  of  tliofe,  who  have 
undertaken  to  guide  and  enlighten  us,  and  who,  for  reaions  bell 
known  to  themfelves,  have  chofen  to  paint  the  French  Revolution 
and  its  confequences  in  brilliant  and  flattering  colours. — They  will 
know  how  to  appreciate  the  liberty  of  France,  which  has  been  fo 
much  magnified  in  England.— -They  will  do  juftice  to  the  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  their  Sovereign  and  his  Parliament,  who  have  put 
them  into  a  ftate  of  defence,  in  the  war  aiulacioully  made  upon  us 
in  favour  of  that  kind  of  liberty. — When  wc  fee  (as  here  we  mud 
fee)  in  their  true  colours  the  character  and  policy  of  our  enemies, 
our  gratitude  will  become  an  active  principle.  It  will  produce  a 
ftrong  and  zealous  co-operation  with  the  efforts  of  our  government, 
in  favour  of  aconftitution  under  which  we  enjoy  advantages,  the  fuH 
value  of  which,  the  querulous  weaknefs  of  human  nature  requires 
Sometimes  the  opportunity  of  a  comparifon,  to  underiland  aud  t* 
relifh." 

"  Our  confidence  in  thofe  who  watch  for  the  public  u  ill  not  be 
IeiTened.  We  fliall  be  feniible,  that  to  alarm  119  in  the  late  dream- 
fiances  of  our  afl  1  ts  not  for  our  moleftation,  but  for  our  feru- 
rity.  We  fluli  be  fenfibie  that  this  alarm  was  not  ill-timed — and 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  given,  as  it  was  given,  befc  re  the  ene  r.y  had 
time  fully  to  mature  and  accomplifh  their  plan:,  for  reducing  us  to 
the  condition  of  France,  as  that  condition  is  faithful  K  and  without  ex- 
aggeration defcribed  in  the  following  work.  We  now  have  our  arms 
in  our  hands :  we  have  the  rqean3  of  oppofing  the  fenfe,  the  courage, 
and  the  refources  of  England,  to  the  deepeft,  the  mod  craftily  de- 
vifecl,  the  bed  combined,  and  the  moft  extenfive  defign,  that  ever, 
was  carried  on  fince  the  beginning  o(  the  world,  again  ft  all  property, 
all  order,  ail  religion,  all  law,  and  all  real  freedom." 

"  If  Europe  could  not  be  faved  without  our  interpolation,  (mod 
certainly  it  could  not)  I  am  fnre  there  is  not  an  Englishman,  who 
would  not  blufh  to  be  left  out  of  the  general  effort  made  in  favour 
of  the  general  fafety.  JJut  we  are  not  fecondary  parties  in  this  war; 
y:f  are  principal:  in  the  dattgtr^  and  ou~bt  to  be  principals  in  the  exertion. 

If 
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If  any  Engliihman  afks  whether  the  defigns  of  the  French  afiaftnjt 
are  confined  to  the  fpot  of  Europe  which  they  actually  defolate,  the 
citizen  Briflbt,  the  author  of  this  book,  and  the  author  of  the  decla- 
ration of  war  againft  England,  will  give  him  his  anfwer.  He  will 
find  in  this  book,  that  the  republicans  are  divided  into  factions,  full 
ot- the  moft  furious  and  deftru&ive  animofity  againft  each  other, 
but  he  will  find  alfo  that  there  is  one  point  in  which  they  perfectly 
agree— that  they  are  all  enemies  alike  to  the  government  of  all  other 
nations,  and  only  contend  with  each  other  about  the  means  of  pio. 
pa  gating  their  tenets,  and  extending  their  empire  by  conqueft.'* 

"  In  a  caufe  like  this,  and  in  a  time  like  the  prefent,  there  is  no 
neutrality.  They  who  are  not  activelv,  and  with  clecifion  and 
energy,  againft  Jacobinifm,  are  its  parrifans.  They  who  do  not 
dread  it,  love  it.  It  cannot  he  viewed-  with  indifference.  It  is  a 
thing,  made  to  produce  a  powerful  imprefiion  on  the  feelings.  Such 
is  the  nature  of  Jacobinifm,  fuch  is  'h.>  nature  tf  man,  that  this 
fyftem  muft  be  regarded  either  with  enthufiaftic  admiration,  or  with 
the  higheft  degree  of  deteftation,  relentment,  and  horror.** 

"  Such  partifans  of  a  rcpubtic  amongft  us,  as  may  not  have  the 
worft  intentions,  will  fee,  that  the  principles,  the  plans,  the  manners, 
the  morals,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  France,  is  altogether  as  adverfc 
to  the  formation  and  duration  of  any  rational  fcheme  of  a  republic, 
as  it  is  to  that  of  a  monarchy  abfolute  or  limited.  It  is  indeed  4 
fyftem  which  can  only  anfwer  the  purpofe*  of  robbers  an$ 
murderers." 

HISTORY     or     AMERICA. 


IN  the  Prefs,  and  in  March  next  will  be  publifhed,  in  one  large 
Volume  Quarto,  illuftrated  with  Maps,  the 

American  Geography : 

or,  a  viewof  thePRESENT  Situation  of  the  Unitetj  States  or 
America:  containing  Afifottbmkkt  Geography  ^--Geographical  Dc~ 
jinitions,  Difcovery,  General  Defer -iption  of  America,  and  THE 
I'mthd  States.  With  a  particular  Defcription  of  Kentucky, 
the  Whstern  Territory,  and  Vermont  j  with considerable 
Addition?,  reWed  and  corrected  by  the  Author.  By  JEDlDiAH 
MORSE,  A.M.— London,  Printed  for  John  Stock.ua  L£,Piccadilly» 


EKRAT  A. 

Page     90,  note,  line  1,  for  1700  read  1790. 

97,  table  II.  column  2,  line  15,  for  MlUenery  read  Millheiy. 

139,  to  the  end  of  the  note  add,  »  A  Decree  has  been  fince 
«  paflfed  by  the  Convention  for  difperfing  the  Revolu- 
«  tionary  Armies;  but  the  Commune  of  Paris,  under  the 
«  orders  of  which  they  aft,  has  been  uniformly  fuccefsful 
«  in  its  contefts  with  every  other  authority." 

140,  line  6,  for  eaqually  read  equally. 

8,  for  outrages  read  outrages. 
145,  note,  line  3,  for  hurw  all:  read  know:  all. 

What  other  errors  may  be  found,  it  is  hoped,  will  admit  of  eafjT 

correction. 
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